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Education​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________________________________________________________
2003

Ph.D. in Political Science, School of Politics and Economics, Claremont 


Graduate University, Claremont, California. American Politics and Public 


Policy.
1999

M.A., School of Politics and Economics, Claremont Graduate University, 


Claremont, California. American Politics. 

1997

B.A., Westmont College, Santa Barbara, California. Political Science. (Cum 


Laude).

Professional Experience_________________________________________________________
2020-
Interim Dean, College of Social Sciences, California State University, Fresno

2019-20
Director, Institute for Leadership and Public Policy, College of Social Sciences, California State University, Fresno
2019
Visiting Professor, University Studies Abroad Consortium (USAC). Universidad Rey Juan Carlos. Campus Vicálvaro, Madrid, Spain 
2016-19
Co-Director, Institute for Leadership and Public Policy, College of Social Sciences, California State University, Fresno
2016-
Professor, Department of Political Science, California State University, Fresno
2011-16
Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, California State University, Fresno  
2011

Interim Director, Master in Public Administration (M.P.A.) Program, 


California State University, Fresno
2005-11
Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, California State

University, Fresno  
2004-05
Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Government, Eastern Kentucky University, Richmond, Kentucky 
2003-04
Auditor/Evaluator, California State Auditor. Sacramento, California 
2001-03
Fiscal and Policy Analyst, Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO). Sacramento, 


California
2001

Lecturer, Department of Political Science, Westmont College, Santa Barbara, 


California
2001
Survey Researcher, Center for the Study of Los Angeles, Loyola Marymount University. Los Angeles, California 
2000-01
Lecturer, Department of Political Science, Chaffey College, Rancho 



Cucamonga, California
2000

Lecturer, Department of Political Science, Cerritos College, Cerritos, 



California 
1999-00
Research Assistant, School of Politics and Economics, Claremont Graduate University. Professor Craig Volden. Claremont, California
1998-99
Management Intern, City Manager’s Office, City of Chino. Chino, California    

1996
Congressional Intern, California’s 22nd District, Congresswoman Andrea Seastrand, Santa Barbara, California    

Publications__________________________________________________________________

Books

California: The Politics of Diversity. 10th Edition. 2019. With David G. Lawrence. Lanham, Maryland: Rowman & Littlefield.

California: The Politics of Diversity. 9th Edition. 2016. With David G. Lawrence. Boston: Cengage Learning.

Boom and Bust: The Politics of the California Budget. 2015. Berkeley: Berkeley Public Policy Press.
California: The Politics of Diversity. 8th Edition. 2015. With David G. Lawrence. Boston: Cengage Learning.

Journal Articles

“Interest Group and Political Party Influence on Growth in State Spending and Debt.” 2019. With Thomas T. Holyoke. American Politics Research, https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1532673X19875695. 
“Fiscal Accountability in Gubernatorial Elections.” 2018. With Thomas T. Holyoke. State Politics and Policy Quarterly, 18(4): 395-416.
“The Determinants of Ballot-Box Budgeting in California.” 2018. State and Local Government Review, 50(2): 98-109.
“The Effects of Legislative Term Limits on State Fiscal Conditions.” 2013. American Politics Research, 41(3): 417-442. 
“An Empirical Analysis of California Budget Gridlock.” 2012. State Politics and Policy Quarterly, 12(1): 23-42. 
“Party Control, Policy Reforms and the Impact on Health Insurance Coverage in U.S. States.” 2011. Social Science Quarterly, 92 (1): 246-267.
 “The Partisan Considerations of the President’s Agenda.” 2010. Polity, 42 (3): 398-422.
 “State of the Union Addresses and the President’s Legislative Success.” 2010. Congress & the Presidency, 37 (2): 176-199. 
“Crime and Issue Voting in Gubernatorial Elections.” 2009. Social Science Quarterly, 90 (3): 632-651.
 “State of the Union Addresses and Presidential Position Taking: Do Presidents Back Their Rhetoric in the Legislative Arena?” 2008. The Social Science Journal, 45 (3): 365-381. 

“The President’s Domestic Agenda, Divided Government, and the Relationship to the Public Agenda.” 2006. American Review of Politics, 27(Winter): 269-94.
Book Chapters

“Lobbying Strategies, Campaign Contributions, and the Impact on Indian Gaming in California.”  2011. In Tracy A. Skopek and Ken Hansen, eds., The New Politics of Indian Gaming. Reno, Nevada: University of Nevada Press.
Book Reviews

(Invited) Implementing Term Limits: The Case of the Michigan Legislature by Marjorie Sarbaugh-Thompson and Lyke Thompson. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2017. Reviewed in Perspectives on Politics 16, no. 2 (2018): 544-45.
(Invited) Presidents and Terminal Logic Behavior: Term Limits and Executive Action in the United States, Brazil, and Argentina by Genevieve M. Kehoe. College Station, Texas A&M University Press, 2014. Reviewed in Political Science Quarterly 130, no. 1 (2015): 563-565.
Other Publications (Non Peer-Reviewed)
“Iowa Is an 89% Match with U.S. Demographics & Predicts 70% of Democratic Nominees,” 
(Expert Opinon) Wallethub, January 30, 2020.

Instructor’s Manual. California: The Politics of Diversity. 10th Edition. 2019. 
Lanham, Maryland: Rowman & Littlefield.
“In California, Party Polarization and Divided Government Means More Initiatives Aimed at 
Funding Programs and Fewer Which Cut Taxes,” March, 2019. London School of 
Economics Blog, United States Politics and Policy, 
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/usappblog/2019/03/01/in-california-party-polarization-and-
divided-government-means-more-initiatives-aimed-at-funding-programs-and-fewer-
which-cut-taxes/
“Measuring Public Opinion is Essential to Illuminating Our Representative Government,” June 
1, 2018. Fresno Bee
Instructor’s Manual. California: The Politics of Diversity. 9th Edition. 2017. Boston: Cengage 
Learning.

California: The Politics of Diversity. The Essentials. 8th Edition. 2015. Boston: Cengage 
Learning.

Instructor’s Manual. California: The Politics of Diversity. 8th Edition. 2015. Boston: Cengage 
Learning.

“Rail Equals Job Boom,” September 18, 2014. Fresno Bee
“Forecast for Rainy-Day Fund: Cloudy,” May 19, 2014. Los Angeles Daily Journal
 “Budget Compromise Needed for State GOP to Stay Relevant.” June 13, 2011. Fresno Bee
“Making a Case for Proposition 1A.” May 11, 2009. Fresno Bee
“What Should State Tax Reform Look Like?” February 10, 2009. Fresno Bee
 “Think Budget’s All About Spending? You’re Half Right.” July 5, 2008. Fresno Bee
“Let’s Examine the Evidence on Term Limits.” January 29, 2008. Fresno Bee
 “Here’s a Way to Fix State Budget Problem.” August 31, 2007. Fresno Bee
Consulting and Research Reports________________________________________________

2018 Fresno State-Friant Water Authority Valley Water Attitudes Survey. 2018. Institute for 
Leadership and Public Policy.
San Joaquin Valley Survey. 2018. Institute for Leadership and Public Policy.
San Joaquin Valley Public Opinion Survey. 2017. Institute for Leadership and Public Policy.

Fresno County Drug and Alcohol Trends. 2009. Substance Abuse Services Division. Fresno 
County Department of Behavioral Health. 

Conference Participation________________________________________________________
2018
“The Determinants of Ballot-Box Budgeting in California.” Western Political Science Association, March, San Francisco, California.
2017
Panel Chair/Discussant, “Principals and Agents.” Western Political Science Association Annual Conference, April, Vancouver, Canada. 

2017
Section Coordinator, Executive Politics. Western Political Science Association Annual Conference, April, Vancouver, Canada.
2015
“The Political Economy of Ballot-Box Budgeting in California.” State Politics and Policy Annual Conference, May, Sacramento, California.
2014
“Blowing Up the State: Interest Groups, Party Competition, and State Spending.” With Thomas T. Holyoke. American Political Science Association Annual Conference, August, Washington D.C.
2014
“Blowing Up the State: Interest Groups, Public Budgets, and Debt.” With Thomas T. Holyoke. Western Political Science Association Annual Conference, April, Seattle, Washington. 

2014
Panel Discussant, “Are All Politics Really Local?” Western Political Science Association Annual Conference, March, Seattle, Washington.

2012
“Electoral Accountability and Fiscal Policy in the U.S. States: A Reassessment.” With Thomas T. Holyoke. American Political Science Association Annual Conference, August, New Orleans, Louisiana.

2012
“Electoral Accountability and Fiscal Policy in the U.S. States: A Reassessment.” With Thomas T. Holyoke. Western Political Science Association Annual Conference, April, Portland, Oregon.
2010
“Applying Method to the Madness: An Empirical Analysis of California Budget Delays.” Western Political Science Association Annual Conference, March, San Francisco, California.
.
2009
“The Politics of Health Insurance Coverage in U.S. States.” Western Political Science Association Annual Conference, March, Vancouver, Canada.
2008
“Term Limits, Electoral Competition, and the Impact on State Fiscal Conditions.” Western Political Science Association Annual Conference, March, San Diego, California.
2008
Panel Chair. “Presidential Leadership.” Western Political Science Association Annual Conference, March, San Diego, California.
2007
“Issue Voting and Accountability in Gubernatorial Elections.” Hawaii International Conference on Social Sciences, May, Honolulu, Hawaii.
2006
“The Partisan Considerations of the President’s Agenda.” American Political Science Association Annual Conference, August, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

2006
“The Impact of Tribal Lobbying Strategies on Indian Gaming in California.” Western Political Science Association Annual Conference, March, Albuquerque, New Mexico.

2005
“The President’s Agenda, Divided Government, and the Impact on the Public Agenda.” American Political Science Association Annual Conference, September, Washington D.C.

2005
"Comparing Presidential Rally Effects in the House and Senate." Western Political Science Association Annual Conference, March, Oakland, California.

2001
“Rallying the Public, Setting the Legislative Agenda, and the Policy Implications of Presidential Rhetoric.” American Political Science Association Annual Conference, August, San Francisco, California.

2001
“The Policy Implications of Presidential Rhetoric.” Midwest Political Science Association Annual Conference, April, Chicago, Illinois.

2001
“The Policy Implications of Presidential Rhetoric.” Western Political Science Association Annual Conference, March, Las Vegas, Nevada.

2001
“The Effects of Divided Government on Economic Evaluations of U.S. Senators.” Western Political Science Association Annual Conference, March, Las Vegas, Nevada.

2000
“The Political Economy of Education Spending.” With Craig Volden and Nathan D. Woods. Midwest Political Science Association Annual Conference, April, Chicago, Illinois.

2000
“Crime and Education Issue Voting in Gubernatorial Elections.” Western Political Science Association Annual Conference, March, San Jose, California.

Service to Department, College, and University_____________________________________
University

2016-

Member, University Budget Committee
2015

Search Committee, U.S. Macroeconomy, Department of Economics
2008-16
Chair, University Research Subcommittee

2006-16
Member, University Constitution Day Planning Committee
2011-13
Core Faculty Member, Doctoral Program in Educational Leadership at California 


State University, Bakersfield
2009, 2011
Application Review Committee, Smittcamp Family Honors Program
2008-13
Graduate Group Committee, Doctoral Program in Educational Leadership, 


Kremen School of Education and Human Development
2008-13
Core Faculty Member, Doctoral Program in Educational Leadership, Kremen 


School of Education and Human Development
2006-08
Member, University Research Subcommittee
College of Social Sciences
2011-19
Member, Executive Committee

2011-19
Chair, College Budget Committee
2018

Search Committee, Associate Dean, College of Social Sciences
2016

Member, Department Personnel Committee, Chicano and Latin American Studies

2013

Member, Department Personnel Committee, Africana Studies
2006-16 
Coordinator of Constitution Day, College of Social Sciences
Department

2019-20 
Department Personnel Committee
2019-20
Student Scholarship Awards Committee
2019-20
Department Research Awards Committee
2016-

Application Committee, Panetta Institute Congressional Internship Program
2015

Search Committee, Public Policy and Law Position
2013

Search Committee, American Politics Position
2011

Interim Director, Master of Public Administration (M.P.A.) Program
2011-12
Chair, Department Personnel Committee

2009-13
Coordinator, Program Review of Public Administration Degree
2008-11
Member, College Budget Committee

2007-08
Coordinator, Program Review of Political Science Degree
2005-
Member, M.P.A. Faculty Committee, Department of Political Science

2005-06
Member, Consultative International Relations Search Committee, Department of Political Science  

Professional Activities___________________________________________________________
2020

Teach-In, “You’ve Received Your Voting Guide, Now What?” College of Social 


Sciences.
2020

Moderator, Sacramento Seminar, California Center for Education in Public 


Affairs, “Careers in the Capital.”
2019

Moderator, Sacramento Seminar, California Center for Education in Public 


Affairs, “Media in Politics.”
2018

Moderator, Sacramento Seminar, California Center for Education in Public 


Affairs, “The Role of Lobbyists in California Politics.”
2017

Invited Speaker, 11th Annual African American Intellectual Thought Symposium, 


“2016 Presidential Election: Make America White Again.”
2015

Invited Speaker, “California Politics,” Osher Institute Short Course.

2015

Invited Speaker, “California Budget,” Sacramento State Public Finance course.

2015
Invited Speaker, Osher Institute, General Session, “Boom and Bust: The Politics of the California Budget.”

2015
Moderator, Sacramento Seminar, California Center for Education in Public Affairs, “Lobbyists.”

2014

Invited Speaker, Legischool Project, “High-Speed Rail Town Hall.”

2014
Moderator, Constitution Day Panel. “Presidents, Foreign Policy, and the U.S. Role in International Conflicts.”

2013
Moderator, Constitution Day Panel. “A Conversation with California’s 5th District Court of Appeal.”

2012
Moderator, 2012 Presidential Debate Watch Forum. With Department of Sociology.

2012

Invited Speaker, College Community Congregational Church. “Analyzing the 


Presidential Election: Is it an Obama Referendum?”

2012
Moderator, Constitution Day Panel, “Does President Obama Deserve a Second Term?”
2011

Invited Speaker, Friends of the Fresno County Public Library, “National and State 

Politics.”

2011

Invited Speaker, Department of Economics Colloquium Series, “Party Control, 


Policy Reforms and the Impact on Health Insurance Coverage in the US States.”

2011

Invited Speaker, Fresno Town Hall, “California Budget Overview.”

2011

Invited Speaker, Volunteers for Change, “California State Budget.”
2011

Moderator, Constitution Day Panel. “The National Debt Limit Debate: 

Political or Economic Crisis?
2010
Invited Speaker, Friends of the Fresno County Public Library. “Politics: What’s Next in California?”
2010
Moderator/Panelist, Constitution Day Panel. “Obamacare: Landmark Legislation or Dead on Arrival?”
2010
Invited Lecturer, History Project Scholar Series Seminar. “Major Debates at the Constitutional Convention.”
2009
Invited Speaker, Friends of the Fresno County Public Library. “State and National Politics.”
2009
Panelist, Constitution Day Panel. “Reforming the California Constitution.” 
2008
Invited Speaker, Friends of the Fresno County Public Library. “November 4th and Beyond.”
2008

Invited Speaker, Pizza and Politics Series. “Electoral College.”
2008

Invited Speaker, Honors College Annual Retreat. “2008 Presidential Election.”

2008
Panelist, Constitution Day Panel. “The Next Commander-in-Chief: Obama or McCain.” 
2007
Invited Lecturer, History Project Scholar Series Seminar. “Articles of Confederation.”
2007
Moderator, Constitution Day Panel. “Gay Rights and the Constitution.”
2007
Moderator, Political Science Student Association Panel Discussion. “Truth and War.” 
2006
Invited Panelist, Measure C Transportation Bond.
2006
Moderator, Constitution Day Panel.  “Is Presidential War Power Endangering the Constitution?”

Student Advising______________________________________________________________ 
Dissertation Committees:
Adrian Ramirez, Diana Banuelos, Sarah Koligian, Amber Jacobo
Independent Study:

Aaren Cobb (Spring 2006), Kurtis Udrien and Leslie Hyatt (Fall 




2009)
Supervised Internships:
Danvy Li (Fall 2006)

Community Service_____________________________________________________________
Interviews, Quotes, Commentary and Analysis

2006-
Interviews, Quotes, Commentary and Analysis 
Channel 47 News (CBS) 
Channel 26 News (Fox) 
Channel 30 News (ABC)
Channel 24 Sunday Morning Matters (NBC) 
AM 1510 Radio 
Valley Press (PBS) 
Quality of Life; Valley Edition (89.3 KVPR - Valley Public Radio) 
National Public Radio (NPR) 
Maddy Report (90.1 KFSR; KFI AM 580; Valley Public Television) 
Fresno Bee 
Los Angeles Times 
Sacramento Bee 
The Economist 
Bloomberg News 
National Journal 
New York Times
Governing Magazine

Los Angeles Daily Journal

Fox & Hounds

Visalia Times-Delta

Ventura County Star

Selma Enterprise

Associated Press
Professional Affiliation_________________________________________________________
Member, American Political Science Association

State Politics and Policy Section
Member, Midwestern Political Science Association
Journal and Book Reviewer_____________________________________________________

American Journal of Political Science 
Political Research Quarterly 
American Review of Politics 
American Politics Research 
Social Science Journal 
Social Science Quarterly 
Wadsworth/Cengage Press 
State Politics and Policy Quarterly 
American Political Science Review 
Publius 
Policy Studies Journal 
Eastern Economic Journal 
Congress & the Presidency 
Public Budgeting & Finance 
Political Science Quarterly 
Economics and Politics
California Journal of Politics and Policy 

Honors and Awards____________________________________________________________
2016-17
College Research & Creative Activity Award, College of Social Sciences. Course 

Release.
2016-17
College Research & Creative Activity Award, College of Social Sciences. 



($2,000).
2015-16
College Research & Creative Activity Award, College of Social Sciences.

2015-16
College Program Grant. Sacramento Seminar Student Field Trip. 
 

2014-15
College Research & Creative Activity Award, College of Social Sciences.

2014-15
College Program Grant. Sacramento Seminar Student Field Trip. 



2013-14
College Research & Creative Activity Award, College of Social Sciences. 



($3,000).
2011-12
College Research & Creative Activity Award, College of Social Sciences. 


2010-11
University Research Award. Course Release.

2010-11
College Research & Creative Activity Award, College of Social Sciences. Course Release.
2009-10
University Research Award. ($5,000).
2009-10
College Research & Creative Activity Award, College of Social Sciences. ($2,000).
2008-09
College Research & Creative Activity Award, College of Social Sciences. ($3,000).
2007-08
College Research & Creative Activity Award, College of Social Sciences. Course 

Release.
2006-07
Title V Course Development Grant.  Online course for American Government and Institutions. ($7,000).
2006-07
College Research & Creative Activity Award, College of Social Sciences. Course 

Release. 

2006-07
University Research Award. ($5,000).
Courses Taught________________________________________________________________
California State University, Fresno

American Government and Institutions

Public Policy Making

Public Budgeting. Graduate Seminar

California Politics

Presidential Politics
Educational Policy Environments. Graduate Seminar
Program Evaluation. Graduate Seminar
State and Local Government. Graduate Seminar
Universidad Rey Juan Carlos. Campus Vicálvaro, Madrid, Spain
Political Leaders in Comparative Perspective

California State University, Bakersfield

Educational Policy Environments. Graduate Seminar
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