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2018 San Joaquin Valley Survey – Results on Support for Generic Congressional Candidates and Attention to Politics
Valley Voters Show Large Gender Gap in Support of Congressional Candidates
According to a new survey of the San Joaquin Valley, registered voters slightly favor Democratic candidates over Republicans for Congressional races. This generic ballot question, which does not list candidate names, is often used to potentially signal support for one party or the other leading up to an election. Overall, 42 percent of registered voters in the Valley say they would support the Democratic candidate, while 39 percent would vote for the Republican candidate. This difference is the same as the 3-point advantage Democrats have over Republicans in party registration across the entire San Joaquin Valley. The poll was conducted February 5 through 15, 2018 by the Institute for Leadership and Public Policy at Fresno State and has a margin of error of ±3.9 percent.

While overall support for the two major parties is relatively close, there is a significant gender gap. Half of female respondents would support the Democratic candidate, while only one third of male respondents would, a gap of 17 percentage points. The gender gap is much smaller (8 percent) for Republican candidates: 35 percent of female voters would support a Republican candidate, while 43 percent of male voters would.

With regard to party registration, support for Congressional candidates falls largely along party lines. Eighty-five percent of Democrats would favor the Democratic candidate, while 87 percent of Republican voters would vote for the Republican candidate. Close elections this year may be won or lost based on which party Independent voters support. Among Independent registered voters, Democratic candidates have a 5-point advantage over Republicans (30-25 percent). We would note that a fairly large share of Independent voters, 30 percent, remain undecided.

There is considerable variation in support for Congressional parties across racial and ethnic categories. Slightly less than half of whites (48 percent) would support the Republican candidate, while a strong majority of Latinos, 59 percent, would vote for the Democratic candidate. Non-white, non-Latino respondents are more evenly split in their support: 42 percent favor Democrats, while 36 percent would vote for a Republican.  
   Table 1: Percentage That Would Vote for Congressional Candidate of Each Party
	
	
	Party Registration
	
	Race/Ethnicity
	
	Gender

	
	All
	Dem
	Rep
	Ind.
	
	White
	Latino
	Other
	
	Female
	Male

	Democrat
	42
	85
	3
	30
	
	31
	59
	42
	
	50
	33

	Republican
	39
	4
	87
	25
	
	48
	23
	36
	
	35
	43

	Third Party
	6
	1
	1
	15
	
	7
	3
	6
	
	5
	6

	Don't know/None
	17
	10
	9
	30
	
	13
	15
	16
	
	11
	16


   Note: “Other” for race/ethnicity includes blacks and Asians. Numbers may not add to 100 due to rounding.
More than Half of Voters are Paying More Attention to Politics Since the Election of Donald Trump
The new survey also reveals that more than half of registered voters (54 percent) in the Valley are paying more attention to politics since the election of Donald Trump. Thirty-four percent said they are paying about the same amount of attention to politics, while 11 percent indicated that they are paying less attention. A higher percentage of voters paying attention to politics may suggest higher voter turnout in the 2018 elections.

A gender gap also exists among those who say they are paying more attention to politics since the election of Donald Trump. Sixty percent of females reported that they are paying more attention to politics, while a little less than half of males, 48 percent, are paying more attention, a gap of 12 percentage points. Forty-three percent of males responded that they are paying about the same amount of attention, while 26 percent of females answered the same way.

Across party registrants, Democrats are the most likely to say that they are paying more attention to politics since the election of Donald Trump. Sixty-two percent said they are paying more attention to politics, 34 percent about the same amount, and 11 percent indicated they are paying less attention. Nearly the same percentage of Republicans (50 percent) and Independents (52 percent) said they are paying more attention to politics.

Regarding race and ethnicity, 60 percent of non-white, non-Latinos are paying more attention to politics, while 57 percent of Latinos and 52 percent of whites are paying more attention. Forty percent of whites, 27 percent of Latinos, and 23 percent of non-white, non-Latinos said they are paying about the same amount of attention to politics since Trump’s election.     
Table 2: Percentage that are Paying Attention to Politics Since the Election of Trump
	
	
	Party Registration
	
	Race/Ethnicity
	
	Gender

	
	All
	Dem
	Rep
	Ind.
	
	White
	Latino
	Other
	
	Female
	Male

	More Attention
	54
	62
	50
	52
	
	52
	57
	60
	
	60
	48

	About the Same
	34
	22
	43
	41
	
	40
	27
	23
	
	26
	43

	Less Attention
	11
	16
	4
	7
	
	8
	16
	16
	
	13
	9

	Don’t Know
	0
	1
	0
	0
	
	1
	0
	1
	
	1
	0


Note: “Other” for race/ethnicity includes blacks and Asians. Numbers may not add to 100 due to rounding.
Methodology of Survey

The findings in this report are based on a survey of a random sample of registered voters from the San Joaquin Valley, which includes eight counties: Fresno, Kern, Kings, Madera, Merced, San Joaquin, Stanislaus, and Tulare. A total of 634 registered voters were interviewed in English. Seventy percent were interviewed on cell phones and 30 percent were interviewed on landlines. Interviewing took place on weekday nights and Sunday evenings, from February 5-15, 2018. 

Phone numbers were randomly selected by county from the state voter file provided by the California Secretary of State’s Office. The sample was limited to one registered voter per household. The final sample was weighted by age, gender, race/ethnicity, and party registration to match the characteristics of the San Joaquin Valley registered voter population. The Institute used data from the voter file to determine the benchmarks for age and party registration and used registered voter county reports from Political Data, Inc. for gender and race/ethnicity in order to ensure representativeness of the sample. The margin of error for the survey is ±3.9 percent at the 95 percent confidence level for the unweighted sample of 634 adults. That is, we are 95 percent confident the results will reflect the population’s responses +/- 3.9 percentage points, if all registered voters in the San Joaquin Valley were interviewed. There are other possible sources of error beyond sampling variability, such as question wording, question sequencing, and survey timing.
Additional information about our methodology is available upon request from Dr. Lisa Bryant at lbryant@mail.fresnostate.edu or 559.278.7612. 
Questions Asked
· If the election for Congress were held today, would you vote for the candidate from the Democratic Party or the Republican Party?

· Democratic Party

· Republican Party

· Third Party

· None

· Don’t know/refuse to answer

· Since the election of Donald Trump, would you say that you are paying more attention to politics, about the same amount of attention, or are you paying less attention to politics?
· More attention to politics

· About the same amount of attention

· Paying less attention

· Don’t know/refuse to answer

Questions about the survey results can be directed to Dr. Jeff Cummins at jcummins@csufresno.edu or 559.278.6693.
About the Institute for Leadership and Public Policy
Under the College of Social Sciences, the new Institute for Leadership and Public Policy is dedicated to conducting policy-relevant research and offering student training and career development to inspire pubic leadership in the San Joaquin Valley. Financial support for the Institute has been provided by a generous gift from PG&E and Chevron.
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