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(AS-12)

April 23, 2012

Members Excused:
O. Benavides, B. Conlon, M. Mahoney, A. Stratemeyer, K. Tenbergen
Members Absent:
S. Alley, V. Biondo, A. Espinoza, S. Farnesi (Student), D. Freed, D. Harshavardhan, A. Jassim, K. Kurtural, S. Lin, N. Spiro, P. Waer
A meeting of the Academic Senate was called to order by Chair Caldwell at 4:10 p.m. in the Library Auditorium, Room 2206.

1. Approval of the Agenda.  

MSC to approve the Agenda.
2.
Approval of the Minutes.  

MSC to approve the Minutes of 4/9/12.
3.
Communication and Announcements. 


A.
Senator J. Amaral (Modern & Classical Languages & Literatures) announced that there will be a plenary meeting of the State-wide Academic Senate on 5/2-4/12.
4.
Installation of New Senators
A. Chair Caldwell recognized the new Senators who have been elected: Meta Schettler (Africana & American Indian Studies), Pat Waer (Athletics), Santanu Maitra (Chemistry), Lloyd Crask (Construction Management Program), Sarah Lam (Counseling & Special Education Rehabilitation), Gregory Kriehn (Electrical & Computer Engineering), Arun Nambiar (Industrial Technology), James Taylor (Information System Decision Sciences), Hiromi Kubo (Library), Jia Wang (Management), Michael G. Jenkins 
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(Mechanical Engineering), Ray Hall (Physics), Laura Meyer (Art & Design).
B. Chair Caldwell recognized the Senators re-elected to another term: Walter Dodd (Anthropology), Susan Schlievert (Curriculum & Instruction), Lynn Williams (Agricultural Business), John Wakabayashi (Earth & Environmental Sciences), Barlow Der Mugrdechian (Armenian Studies), Michael Botwin (Psychology), Rebecca Raya-Fernandez (Student Services Prof-AR).
C. Chair Caldwell recognized the university-wide Senators, Diane Blair (Communication) and David A. Kinnunen (Kinesiology), newly elected and re-elected, respectively.
5.
Election–Nominations–Nominating/Elective Committee 
A.
Chair/Vice Chair–Academic Senate (Nominating/Elective Ballot).

Chair Caldwell recognizes B. Muscat, Chair of the Nominating/Elections Committee, who conducts the elections.

l.
L. Williams (Agricultural Business) was nominated for Chair of the Academic Senate.
MSC to elect by acclamation.
2.
K. Ayotte (Communication) was nominated for Vice-Chair of the Academic Senate.

MSC to elect by acclamation.

B.
Executive Committee Member Statewide (Nominations from the floor).
J. Amaral (Modern & Classical Languages & Literatures) was nominated.

MSC to elect by acclamation.
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C.
Executive Committee Member-At-Large – two positions (Nominations from the floor).
1. M. Ram (Political Science) was nominated from floor.

MSC to elect by acclamation.
2. O. Schweizer (Criminology) was nominated from floor.


MSC to elect by acclamation

Length of terms will be clarified at next meeting.
6.
New Business.

A. Senator J. Amaral (Modern & Classical Languages & Literatures) motions for a resolution commending campus Presidents  and Chancellor Reed for their work supporting State University Grants for graduate students.
MSC to adopt the Resolution Commending Campus Presidents and the Chancellor for Re-institution of SUG (State University Grants) Graduate Student Grants for Academic Year 2012-2013.
7.
Academic Senate Resolution on Cohort Hiring Through the Office of the Provost–Resolution–Continued Second Reading

MS
to call the question.

Senator T. Holyoke (Political Science) asks whether new university-wide senators have been installed.
Senator C. Caprau (Mathematics) reads a statement indicating that the Mathematics Department unanimously supports the resolution.
MSC to close discussion [1 abstain]

MS for a written ballot.

Resolution passes [35 Yes, 10 No, 1 Abstain]
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8.
Resolution in Support of UC Davis Students and Faculty Right to Peaceably Assemble–Second Reading.
Senator O. Schweizer (Criminology) reads a statement regarding Senate resolutions. He states that most of resolutions presented recently in the Senate have not been vetted by relevant committees, but should be vetted by those committees with expertise in the area. Failing to do so circumvents the consultative and deliberative process.

MSC to approve the resolution [25 Yes, 5 No, 9 Abstain]
9.
General Education Writing Requirements–General Education Committee. 
A. 
Lawson, Chair of the General Education Committee, summarized the proposed changes with a PowerPoint presentation.
B. 
Chapman (Modern & Classical Languages & Literatures) asks if the word count requirement has changed.  A. Lawson explains that the changes clarified acceptable assignments and feedback, but did not change word counts.
C. 
Ram (Political Science) expressed concern about writing errors in the new document.  She emphasized that this policy would not solve the problem of poor student writing.  A. Lawsom answers that the committee developed changes to the  policy so that it is consistent with practices already in place within each dept.  M. Ram asked whether there is any evidence that graduate students are effective in providing writing feedback. A. Lawson answers that there is no evidence.
Senator M. Lopes (Chicano & Latin American Studies) states that a colleague is teaching 4 sections of 44 students.  She asks if the writing requirement creates too high of a workload. A. Lawson responds that the 50 student cap on upper-division GE courses assumes that this is a workload appropriate for this type of course.
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D. 
Chapman asks whether it is possible to reduce the number of words for a major paper by 500 words to 500 word minimum for one assignment.  A. Lawson replies that such a reduction would not allow an adequate writing experience.
E. 
Henson (English) expresses the concern that the additional work of writing feedback is being placed on TAs without additional compensation.

F. 
Slagter (Women’s Studies) asks if there was committee discussion about faculty being asked to teach more students than in past, therefore creating more workload from the qriting requirement.  A. Lawson responds that it was discussed but the committee felt that writing is an important concern.
G. 
Schweizer (Criminology) states that this revision does not change current policy in terms of the amount of writing required, that the only significant  change is to legitimize use of TAs for feedback in addition to faculty. A. Lawson adds that review of some GE courses showed some instructors relying on student peer review for feedback, so the revision’s expansion to legitimize GTA feedback encourages provision of feedback from trained instructors

H. 
Ram (Political Science) asks for confirmation that the policy does not allow hiring random people to help grading. A. Lawson answers that hiring external graders is not allowed.
I. 
Fulop (Linguistics) notes that the revised policy doesn’t require that students submit revised paper, only that they be given an opportunity to revise; this would allow more flexibility in faculty workload because students may not resubmit papers.
MSC to waive second reading.

MSC to approve the revised policy.
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10.
Resolution on Branding of California State University, Fresno–Jacinta Amaral.


Senator J. Amaral (Modern & Classical Languages & Literatures)  reads resolution.

J. Amaral states that the cost of rebranding has so far been approximately $15,000. Provost Covino clarifies that none of funds have been from State funds, and no future funds will be from State funds.
J. Slagter (Women’s Studies) asks if all other costs (new letterhead, etc.) following rebranding will also be from non-State sources? Provost Covino answers that he has requested an estimate of costs for changes to letterhead, etc., once current supplies run out.  J. Slagter asks if departments/programs will be responsible for these costs.  Provost Covino replies yes, if they want to switch now.
J. Amaral asks if there been a calculation of costs for labor to change the university website, etc., following rebranding.  Provost Covino replies that no specific estimate was provided but that would fall under the standard workload of those activites.

MS to refer the resolution to the University Budget Committee.
C. Henson (English) states that the Senate can vote on this resolution without referring to the Budget Committee because it’s a simple resolution that we can handle here. M. Ram (Political Science) asks if there are any continuing costs to rebranding.  D. Lewis (Kinesiology) speaks in support of referring to the Budget Committee.

J. Amaral recognized V. Samiian (Dean, College of Arts & Humanities). Dean Samiian states that a survey of Arts & Humanities faculty shows 76% are strongly opposed to rebranding and the new logo, and that faculty were not consulted about the new logo or rebranding. Dean Samiian reads a statement explaining that faculty, alumni, all stakeholders have different views, but the announcement of the new logo and branding came as a surprise. Only the Integrated 
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marketing Committee had direct input. Surveys before the decision do not constitute consultation. Dean Samiian urges President Welty and the administration to pay close attention to the voices of the faculty because 1) faculty are not just one of the stakeholders, but the most important stakeholders; and 2) faculty consultation must occur through appropriate bodies like the Academic Senate (not just the Chair of the Senate and a few faculty members, focus groups, or through surveys).

D. Kinnunen recognizes M. Caldwell (Music).  M. Caldwell – asks if any other members of the College of Arts & Humanities were on the Integrated Marketing Committee.  Tamyra Pierce [Mass Communication & Journalism] and Associate Dean José Díaz were on the committee.
J. Slagter expresses concern that the word “university” is not in the new branding.

Chair Williams redirects discussion to the current motion on referring the Resolution to the University Budget Committee.
Item will return to the next meeting agenda of the Academic Senate for second reading.

11.
APM 327 Policy on Promotion–Personnel Committee.

Item will return to the next meeting agenda of the Academic Senate for first reading.
12.
APM 206 Policy on Technology–Mediated Courses and Programs–Academic Policy & Planning Committee. 

Item will return to the next meeting agenda of the Academic Senate for first reading.

13.
APM 243 Policies and Procedures for Student Academic Petitions Committee–Academic Policy and Planning Committee.

Item will return to the next meeting agenda of the Academic Senate for first reading.
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14.
Proposal for Online Masters of Business Administration Program–Graduate Committee.


Item will return to the next meeting agenda of the Academic Senate for first reading.

15.
Certificate of Advanced Study in Homeland Security Programs–Graduate Committee.


Item will return to the next meeting agenda of the Academic Senate for first reading.

16.
Posthumous Degree Policy-Student Affairs Committee

Item will return to the next meeting agenda of the Academic Senate for first reading.

17.
APM 361 Policy on Faculty Leaves of Absence-Allocation of Sabbatical Leaves-Personnel Committee

Item will return to the next meeting agenda of the Academic Senate for first reading.

The Senate adjourned at 5:23pm.

The next scheduled meeting of the Academic Senate will be announced.
An Agenda will be distributed prior to the meeting.

Submitted by:
Approved by:

Kevin Ayotte
Lynn Williams
Vice Chair
Chair
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