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Members Excused:
M. Botwin, G. Gechter, C. Herrera, S. Ogunjemiyo, K. Tenbergen, B. Tsukimura, J. Wakabayashi
Members Absent:
L. Crask, D. Harshavardhan, K. Kurtural, H. Militades, L. Rios, S. Reeves, N. Spiro, P. Waer, J. Wang
A meeting of the Academic Senate was called to order by Chair Williams at 4:05 p.m. in the Library Auditorium, Room 2206.

1.
Approval of the Agenda.  
MSC to approve the agenda.
2.
Approval of the Minutes of 10/29/12.
Senator Kensinger (Women’s Studies) requested an addition to the record of her statement on p. 5.

MSC to approve the minutes of 10/29/12 as amended.

3.
Communications and Announcements. 


A.
Campus Polling Site.
President Welty announced that Associated Students, Inc., has secured a polling site for the precinct covering campus and the Palazzo Apartments.
B.
CSU International Programs.

Senator Slagter (Women’s Studies) presented an update re: CSU International Programs. Applications are being accepted for next year’s program in Mexico despite the current State Department travel advisory. Faculty are encouraged to share information about the program with students.

C. Plant Science Club.

Ten students from Fresno State’s Plant Science Club won the President’s Trophy in a competition at the American Society of Agronomy.

4.
Elections – Executive Committee Member At-large (3-year term ending 2015).
Senator Henson (English) nominated Senator Gilewicz (English). Seconded.
Approved by acclamation.

5.
New Business.
Senator Gilewicz introduced two resolutions: “Resolution on Choice and Appointment of Faculty Representation on the Advisory Committee to the Trustees Committee for the Selection of the President for the Search for the Position of President of California State University, Fresno” and “Resolution on Campus Visits and Interview Process of Candidates for the Position of President of California State University, Fresno”
MSC to add the resolutions as items #8 and #9, respectively, to the Agenda. [Yea – 19, No – 18, Abstain – 3].
MSC to make the Online M.A. in Deaf Education the new item #7.

6.
President’s Commission on Human Relations and Equity (PCHRE).

Vice President Teniente-Matson (Administration) and Suzanne Kotkin-Jaszi (Public Health) presented draft elements of the university’s Diversity Strategic Plan for Excellence. She requested that Senators provide feedback by the end of November via the PCHRE website at www.csufresno.edu/diversity/pchre
7.
Online M.A. Program in Deaf Education. Second Reading.

MSC to approve the program.
8.
Resolution on Campus Visits and Interview Process of Candidates for the Position of President of California State University, Fresno. First Reading.

Senator Gilewicz presented the text of the proposed resolution. A friendly amendment was offered and accepted to add “Inc.” to “Associated Students” in the document. Motion to approve. Seconded.
Ben Boone (Chair, College of Arts & Humanities Executive Committee) stated that since the search policy stipulates a consultative process, candidates should visit campus to make consultation and informed input re: the candidates possible.

Senator Fulop (Linguistics) asked for the rationale for not requiring campus visits. President Welty stated that some candidates, especially sitting presidents, may not want their candidacy made public.

Senator Kensinger spoke in favor of the resolution as an expression of the Senate’s support for campus visits.

MSC to approve the resolution. [Abstain – 6]

9.
Resolution on Choice and Appointment of Faculty Representation on the Advisory Committee to the Trustees Committee for the Selection of the President for the Search for the Position of President of California State University, Fresno. First Reading.

Senator Gilewicz presented the text of the proposed resolution. Motion to approve. Seconded.

Dr. Boone spoke in favor of the resolution.

Chair Williams asked why the Senate should specify procedures for the election of student and staff representatives. Senator Kensinger stated that the resolution affirms the intent of the search policy to include staff and students elected by their constituencies.

Senator Benavides (State-wide) motioned to amend the resolution by deleting the second “Resolved” clause. Seconded. Discussion ensued. Motion failed.

MSC to approve the resolution as submitted. [Abstain – 3]

MSC to waive second readings on both resolutions. [Abstain – 2]

10.
APM 320 Policy on Administrative Appointments. Second Reading.

Mamta Rawat (Chair, Personnel Committee) summarized revisions made after the first reading.
Senator Henson offered a friendly amendment to insert language in VIII.3. stating that the search committee may request letters of reference.

Discussion ensued re: E-recruit’s inability to archive letters of reference while maintaining their confidentiality from applicants.

MSC to approve the policy.

11.
Resolution on Ending Cohort Hiring through the Office of the Provost. Second Reading.

Senator Caprau (Mathematics) stated that his department supports the resolution.
Senator Schlievert (Curriculum & Instruction) stated that her department needed a cohort hire to provide expertise that has allowed them to develop a nationally recognized program.

Senator Freed (Communicative Disorders & Deaf Studies) stated that despite his initial skepticism, cohort hiring has not resulted in the problems described in the resolution.

Senator Shettler (Africana & American Indian Studies) stated that without cohort hiring to provide a requirement for interdisciplinary work, diversity needs may be ignored if departments otherwise choose not to support diversity initiatives.

Senator Lam (Counseling and Special Education Rehabilitation) stated her opposition to the resolution because her department has a large number of cohort faculty.

MSC to postpone until November 19, 2012. [Nay -1]

The Senate adjourned at 5:15pm.

The next scheduled meeting of the Academic Senate will be announced.
An Agenda will be distributed prior to the meeting.
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