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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, FRESNO
5200 N. Barton Avenue, M/S ML 34
Fresno, California 93740-8014
Office of the Academic Senate

Phone: (559) 278-2743						Fax: (559) 278-5745

Friday, September 27, 2019


HML 4115 (Haak conference room)
 
 
1.          	Approval of Agenda
2.          	Approval of Minutes
3.	Communications and Announcements
a.           	GE Area B4 Transfer Credit (Update)
b.     	ARTH12 (Update)
c.      	GE Writing Requirements
d.     	CSU Policy Library
4.       	Old Business
a.           	SOC-158 (Andrew Jones) (12:20pm-12:50pm)
b.          	ECE-118 (Yushin/ Steven)
c.           	GE Course Rubrics: A1 (Kathy/Chadley)
5.       	New Business
        	a.      	Area B4 New Course Proposals (Michael)
6.       	New Course Proposals
7.       	Tabled Items
a.           	CE-161
b.          	CE-180A
c.           	GE Themes and Course Designation to Themes
8.          	Adjournment
 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS
	Member
	College
	Notes / Attendance

	Devendra Sharma
	CAH
	 

	Aaron Schuelke
	CAH
	X

	Yertai Tanai
	CSB
	 X

	Steven Payne
	CSM
	 X

	Michael Bishop
	CSM
	X 

	Chadley James (Chair)
	CSS
	 X

	Lynn Williams
	JCAST
	 X

	Yushi Ahn
	LCOE
	 X

	Erica Lassen, Guest
	Articulation
	 X

	Chris Beck
	ASI Student Rep
	 X

	Kathy Dunbar
	Student Affairs
	 X

	Bernadette Muscat
	Undergraduate Studies
	 X

	Melissa Jordine, Guest
	University assessment
	 X

	Christina Luna
	KSOEHD
	X 


 
 
The agenda and minutes were unanimously approved but an amendment was made to the agenda to move the discussion of Soc 158 with Dr. Andrew Jones, who attended as a guest, before other items on the agenda. Dr. Andrew Jones was asked to modify the ecological footprint assignment to integrate more advanced quantitative reasoning to have students build a database instead of just completing an already existing database. Dr. Jones also agreed to clarify some other language about the assignments and Dr. Jones also agreed to revise the syllabi to include the two official GE learning outcomes and to have a heading for the GE Portfolio assignment. The revised syllabi will be reviewed by the committee.

There is no update on quantitative reasoning courses and transfer credit as of yet but several community college staff have been asking for clarification. 

Art History course was revised and has been approved by Chadley and the Dean of Undergraduate Studies.

Chadley will send out a memo to all department chairs who will advise faculty developing new GE courses and include a description of the GE writing requirement. The GE website will be update with more information on the GE writing requirement and the new/revised rubrics for course proposals that the committee will be using going forward to evaluate proposals. One key aim is to make the entire process more transparent for faculty proposing courses and for committee. 

There may be a lot more courses proposed given recent changes and executive orders and the fact that GE courses are able to double count for the major. GE courses and curriculum were very broad and unwieldy which was a factor in the Chancellor’s Office Executive Orders. Themes and a more coherent path or pattern for students when selecting GE courses. There may be an issue with courses that overlap and address some of the same issues. Courses that integrate content from other discipline have to be reviewed/approved by the other department.

Chancellor’s Office has created a link with all CSU policies as a CSU Policy Library online to consult system wide policies and procedures. This library only includes system wide policies and not campus specific policies. Campus policy can further define or have more detail but campus policies cannot contradict chancellor office or system wide policies

ECE 118 review by two members of the committee. It is a course on microprocessing elements that has some ID themes/issues added to the syllabi and course content. There are three days in which they talk about political, social, and economic aspects of microprocessors but is a course on microprocessors. Engineering needs to have a GE course for majors that will satisfy GE residency requirements and must meet both GE and Engineering external accreditation requirements. Reviewers thought that there was a minimal amount of course content that directly addressed the theme and key issues related to GE Area ID. Iterative writing assignment and other aspects of GE course did meet some of the criteria. The political, economic, and social issues need to be more integrated into course content and throughout the semester and not just in one week. Chadley will convey requested changes to the appropriate Engineering faculty and departments/programs. Need to make sure there are readings from non-text books. Chadley is going to request revisions and bring proposals back to full committee to review and vote to approve. The committee voted unanimously to have the engineering proposals come back to the entire GE committee.

GE course rubrics will be discussed at the next meeting instead of during the current meeting. There will be new courses submitted in the GE B4 Area. There is an issue with students completing B4 courses during first year if they are a STEM major. Math department may propose pre-calculus as a B4 course. Undergraduate Studies can assist with development of course proposals and have materials and review proposals. 

Meting was adjourned. 

  



