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GENERAL INFORMATION

The School of Nursing offers a six semester generic program, which leads to the Bachelor of Science degree in Nursing (BSN).  The program is approved by the California Board of Registered Nursing and accredited by the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE).

The program requires 121 units for graduation: 57 units in the nursing major, 48 units in general education, and 15 units in additional requirements for the major (see BSN degree requirements in the University Catalog).  The curriculum is designed to prepare students for the National Council Licensure Examination for Registered Nurses (NCLEX-RN) at the completion of the program.  The students also qualify for the public health nurse (PHN) certificate.

OPTIONS FOR LICENSED VOCATIONAL NURSES AND

HEALTH-RELATED PERSONNEL

A.  Licensed Vocational Nurses

1. Generic Program
Students who meet all requirements for admission to the University and the nursing major, may enter the program with other generic students.

2. Credit By Examination (CBE):
Students who meet the requirements for CBE may challenge up to thirty units of nursing credit, which can be applied toward the degree requirements (see University Catalog, Credit by Examination).

3. 30 – Unit Option
Students may enroll in a prescribed course of instruction as specified in Section 1429 of the BRN regulations (see 30-Unit Option, page 5). 
4. 30-Unit Option and Subsequent BSN:
Students who complete the 30-Unit Option may subsequently meet requirements for the BSN by completing all prerequisite, additional, and major requirements, as specified in the program.
5. Advanced Placement Option

LVN students who meet all requirements for admission to the University and the nursing major may enter the program with other generic students at an advanced level reflecting their educational preparation and experience.
B.  Health-related Personnel (such as psychiatric technicians and medical corpsmen).

1.
Generic Program:

Students who meet all the requirements for admission to the University and the nursing major, may enter the program with other generic students.

2.
Credit by Examination:


Students who meet the requirements for CBE may challenge up to thirty units of nursing credit, which can be applied towards the degree requirement (see University Catalog, Credit by Examination).

DEADLINES FOR UNIVERSITY AND SCHOOL OF NURSING APPLICATIONS 

University applications are available online at http://www.csumentor.edu/AdmissionApp/.  Students must file with the University within the filing period (subject to change):


University Application
Nursing Department 

Fall Entry
October 1 – November 30
March 1 – March 31

Spring Entry
August 1 – September 30
August 1 – August 31

Transcripts must include all prior college work except for work currently in progress.  Final transcripts must be submitted as soon as possible showing successful completion of all remaining prerequisite courses.

WHERE TO WRITE OR CALL FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

For nursing program application or curriculum information:

Write to:
California State University, Fresno



School of Nursing M/S MH 25



2345 East San Ramon Ave



Fresno, CA 93740-8031

Website:
www.csufresno.edu/nursing
Call:

Student Service Center


Rebecca Teniente


Email:

" 
rteniente@csufresno.edu




(559) 278-5027
The University Catalog may be obtained from the Kennel Bookstore at California State University, Fresno or accessed online at http://www.csufresno.edu.  Please call (559) 278-4062 for more information.  The Schedule of Courses is available online.
PLEASE NOTE
This document should be used for planning purposes only.  Consult the appropriate University Catalog (appropriate academic year) for further clarification and official information. Contact Student Service Center for advisement regarding prerequisite courses and application procedures.  Contact the School of Nursing for advisement regarding nursing courses upon acceptance to the nursing program.

POLICY FOR CREDIT BY EXAMINATION

Credit by examination is available to all students who feel they have the knowledge and/or experience sufficient to meet the course objectives.  A maximum of 30 units earned by the examination process may be counted toward the Bachelor of Science degree (see the current University Catalog for credit by examination policy).

Process for Credit by Examination
1.  Following notification of acceptance to both the University and the Nursing Program, as well as advisement by the School of Nursing, it is the responsibility of the applicant to notify the appropriate faculty member of the intent to complete the nursing course(s) through credit by examination.

2.  In order to receive credit by examination for a course, the student must register on the appropriate form with approval from the faculty member as well as the department chairperson by the end of the second week of the semester and complete the examination by the end of the fourth week.  Credit by examination information and application forms are available through the School of Nursing.

3.  Specific information relating to the examination as well as time and place of the examination will be provided by the faculty.

4.  For courses with theory and clinical components, the theory portion must be completed successfully before the clinical portion.  The nursing courses must be completed sequentially as outlined in the curriculum.  Each course may be taken for credit by examination one time only.

5.  Credit will be granted upon successful completion of the examination with a “CR” as the grade symbol.  In the event the examination is not completed with a passing grade, the student must enroll in the course.

6.  Any student who plans to attempt credit by examination of a nursing course should plan to attend the class so that in the event of failure to pass the examination, the student may then add the course for a letter grade.  If the credit by examination is for a clinical course, the student must reserve a space with the School of Nursing prior to the beginning of the semester in which the credit by examination is to be attempted; this will enable the student to enroll in the clinical course for a letter grade in the event of failure.

7.  Credit by examination of any nursing courses is permitted only after admission to the nursing program and with advisement of the School of Nursing.

8.  Students who successfully pass the CBE for one clinical course may proceed to the next course in the same semester if the process is successfully completed within the first week of the semester.

9.  Students who pass two clinical courses by CBE in the same semester will have to wait before progressing.  (The timing of two sets of exams makes the logistics of progressing too difficult.)

10.  Students desiring to take a CBE course must contact the appropriate lead faculty the semester before they wish to take the exam.  Arrangements for the exams need to be made well in advance, especially if a clinical course is involved.  It is suggested that students purchase the course syllabi in the bookstore as an adjunct to studying for the exam.

Eligibility

1.
The school follows university policies in regards to registration, maximum units, deadlines, etc.

2.
Any student who “appears reasonably qualified by training” or “experience” and “has not been allowed previous high school or college credit” for such a course may attempt to earn Credit by Exam.

To qualify for CBE in a course the student must present evidence of their “reasonable qualifications.”  Examples of such evidence are:

a.
Documentation of the equivalent of at least two year’s full-time work experience in the area within the last five years.

b.
Satisfactory recommendation from an immediate supervisor qualified to assess expertise in the area.

c.
Completion of continuing education or no-credit courses in the area.

3.
In general, the following students might be qualified to attempt CBE of these specific courses:

NURS 10, 10L 10A
LVNs, possibly paramedics, corpsmen

NURS 110, 110L 110A
LVNs

NURS 112
Students with a strong biology background

NURS 121, 121L
Psych techs, diploma RNs

NURS 123, 123L
Diploma RNs

NURS 124
Students who have taken courses in pharmacology

NURS 131, 131L
Diploma RNs

NURS 132, 132L
Diploma RNs, Midwives

NURS 136
RNs with significant work experience/continuing 


education in physical assessment

NURS 140, 140L
RNs with considerable community or public health 

experience  (NOTE:  These courses are necessary 
 for obtaining the Public Health Certificate)

NURS 150, 150L
RNs with experience in a leadership/ management

 position

LVN 30 Unit Option

LVN 30 Unit Option students must contact the School Chair of Nursing for preadmission advising.  Acceptance to the 30 Unit Option program is based on space availability in selected nursing courses.  It is important to note that the 30 Unit Option RN licensee will not be awarded a degree and their ability to practice in different states may be limited by state reciprocity regulations. (See California BRN regulations re 30-Unit Option below.)
1429. Licensed Vocational Nurses, Thirty (30) Semester or Forty-Five (45) Quarter Unit Option.
(a) An applicant who is licensed in California as a vocational nurse is eligible to apply for licensure as a registered nurse if such applicant has successfully completed the courses prescribed below and meets all the other requirements set forth in section 2736 of the code. Such applicant shall submit evidence to the board, including a transcript, of successful completion of the requirements set forth in subsection (c) and of successful completion or challenge of courses in physiology and microbiology comparable to such courses required for licensure as a registered nurse.

(b) The school shall offer objective counseling of this option and evaluate each licensed vocational nurse applicant for admission to its registered nursing program on an individual basis. A school's determination of the prerequisite courses required of a licensed vocational nurse applicant shall be based on an analysis of each applicant's academic deficiencies, irrespective of the time such courses were taken.

(c) The additional education required of licensed vocational nurse applicants shall not exceed a maximum of thirty (30) semester or forty-five (45) quarter units. Courses required for vocational nurse licensure do not fulfill the additional education requirement. However, other courses comparable to those required for licensure as a registered nurse, as specified in section 1426, may fulfill the additional education requirement.

Nursing courses shall be taken in an approved nursing program and shall be beyond courses equivalent to the first year of professional nursing courses. The nursing content shall include nursing intervention in acute, preventive, remedial, supportive, rehabilitative and teaching aspects of nursing. Theory and courses with concurrent clinical practice shall include advanced medical-surgical, mental health, psychiatric nursing and geriatric nursing. The nursing content shall include the basic standards for competent performance prescribed in section 1443.5 of these regulations.

Note: Authority cited: Section 2715, Business and Professions Code. Reference: Sections 2736, 2736.6 and 2786, Business and Professions Code.

HISTORY 

1. Amendment of section heading and section filed 9-21-2010; operative 10-21- 2010 (Register 2010, No. 39).
Required courses for California State University, Fresno 30 Unit Option
LVN 30 UNIT OPTION

	REQUIRED CONTENT
	Course Number
	Course Title
	Units

	NURSING
	
	
	

	Advanced Medical-Surgical
	NURS 140, 140L, 111
	Concepts in Complex Clinical Nursing (Prac); Physical Assessment
	2, 2, 1

	Psych/Mental Health 
	NURS 121, 121L
	Psychosocial Nursing (Prac)
	3, 2

	Geriatrics
	NURS 123, 123L
	Concepts in Acute Illness Adult (Prac)
	3, 2

	Management &

Leadership
	NURS 150
	Leadership and Health Care Economics & Clin Management
	3

	
	NURS 180T
	Role Transitions in Nursing
	3

	
	
	
	

	BASIC SCIENCES
	
	
	

	Physiology
	BIOL 65
	Human Physiology
	5

	Microbiology
	BIOL 20
	Introductory Microbiology
	4

	
	
	TOTAL UNITS
	30


GENERAL INFORMATION
1. The Nursing Admissions Coordinator should be notified at once of any changes in the information submitted on the nursing application (address, phone, courses, institutions, etc.).

2. Students must have a physical examination and specific immunizations.  Students with impairments, such as recurrent infections or physical limitations, that may preclude satisfactory meeting of clinical course objectives should contact the School of Nursing (559-278-2041) for advisement.

3. The University Catalog may be or accessed online at http://www.csufresno.edu.  The Schedule of Courses can be found online.
4. In addition to the regular expenses for registration, room and board, books and course syllabi, a nursing student will need appropriate uniform and shoes for clinicals, school emblem patch and name pin, stethoscope, watch (digital or with second hand), and other miscellaneous equipment.  Malpractice insurance is required each year during clinical nursing, and students are required to have current CPR certification.  Students must provide their own transportation to clinical facilities.

5. This document should be used for planning purposes only.  Consult appropriate University Catalog for official information.
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