Glen Lucille Doyle
Glen Lucille Caspers was born into an academic family on February 28, 1925.  Dr. Doyle passed away on Thursday, January 8, 2009, having had the opportunity to share the holidays with friends and family.

Both her parents taught in rural one-room schools before her birth.  As Glen grew up, her father OH Caspers was elected County Superintendent of Schools for Bumett County, Wisconsin and her mother Galena served as “lead teacher” for the county.  During World War II, while her brother served in the U.S. Army, Glen and her parents left Wisconsin and moved to California.

Both her parents worked in the shipyards in San Francisco during WW II.  While in San Francisco, Glen became a Cadet Nurse Corps volunteer and attended nurse’s training at St Luke’s Hospital graduating in 1946.  After passing the California State Board of Nursing Exams she continued working at St Luke’s Hospital as a Registered Nurse.  During this time Glen met and fell in love with a Marine Sergeant, Larry Doyle, who was also called Wisconsin home and who was stationed at Treasure Island.  

Glen Lucille Caspers and Lawrence H. Doyle III were married at Central Methodist Church in San Francisco on November 21, 1947.  Moves related to Larry’s schooling and subsequent ministry in the United Methodist Church were frequent during the first half of their marriage.  Travels found Glen working in the Polio wards of the county hospital in St. Paul, Minnesota, for a group of physicians in Berkeley, as a visiting Home Health nurse in Fallon, Nevada, back in Berkeley as an RN in a skilled nursing facility, and upon arriving in Fresno, as a nurse at San Joaquin Gardens.

After twenty-five years as a minister’s wife, Glen renewed her quest for higher learning while in Fresno, obtaining both her BSN and MSN degrees and becoming a Geriatric Nurse Practitioner.  Glen taught nursing at California State University, Fresno before leaving the valley for Sacramento in 1974, where she taught in the Nursing Program at California State University, Sacramento.  Following a move to San Jose, Glen began teaching at the same time working toward her doctoral degree from the University of San Francisco.

In 1987, Dr. Doyle returned to Fresno State where she worked until her retirement in 2005 at the age of 80.  While at Fresno State she was instrumental in the development of the Interdisciplinary Gerontology program, a legacy that continues today.  Additionally, Glen was active in developing local Elderhostel program offerings for several years, working with the Friendly Visitors Program, a driving force behind FLAIR, one of the initial directors of the Central California Comprehensive Alzheimer’s Disease Center, and an active member of Wesley United Methodist Church.

Glen leaves in addition to her beloved husband Larry, four children and their families, Lawrence “Hy” Doyle and LuAnn Wilkerson, Mike Doyle and his daughter Casie Ann, GlenRuth “Penny” Carroll and her husband Tom and their children Thomas and Philip, and Carol Doyle and her partner Margaret Echler.

