Joan Karen (Wall) Sweet

 FSC 1966

Briefly tell about your family history:

My name is Joan K. Sweet, I was born in Kingsburg, CA.  I was the older of 2 children born to Fred & Lillie Wall.  I was the 1st to go to college in my family, and the 1st nurse in my family.  I graduated from FSC/CSUF in 1966.  I obtained my BS Degree.  I married Loren Dean Sweet.  I worked at the Orange County Health Department as a Public health nurse from 1970-97. 
Short Nursing BIO: Tell us about your Nursing career since graduation and further education you may have received:

Worked at Kern County Health Department for 2 years and Orange County Health Department from 1970-97   

List any student nurse experiences you may remember and any faculty:

My first nursing class was with Miss Ahern who was a great role model for me and my first patient was a doctor who offered much support and encouragement.
My last nursing class was with Mrs. Bailey who taught public health nursing in Bakersfield. She inspired me to be creative in working with various families in their homes dealing with their various health problems.
How do you feel about nursing then and now, and in the future?

I sincerely enjoyed being a nurse during the first half of my working years. The last ten years before retiring seemed somewhat more frustrating due to too much paperwork, less time with patients and families.
Any bits of wisdom you have learned over the years? (If you have changed profession, how has your nursing education helped?)

As a public health nurse, I’ve learned that people really want to express their thoughts and feeling to a nurse and that the public still very much have respect for the nursing profession

