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My name is Kendra Norris. I was born in Sacramento, Ca.  I have 4 siblings and I was the only one to go to college. I graduated from Reedley High in 1977, spent a year at Reedley College and then transferred to Fresno City College. I obtained my LVN from Fresno City College in 1980. I worked part time and took pre-requisites for the RN program and graduated from it in 1985. During this time I worked in several different places and areas of nursing. In 1987 I began working at Selma Dist. Hospital and learned L & D nursing. From 1994-1997 I worked at Clovis Comm. Hospital in their birthing center, and then in 1997 moved over to Kaiser Permanente where I continue to work now. The last 10 years I have been in the OB/GYN clinic. In 2001 I went to UCLA and obtained my Lactation Educator’s certificate. I am passionate about the importance of breastfeeding and love to help new mothers be successful at it.  I have always worked part-time as my husband and I decided early on that it was important for me to be available for our 4 children as well. When our last daughter started Fresno State in the fall of 2004, I also decided to return for my Bachelor’s Degree in Nursing, a life long dream. Her and I both graduated in May 2008 from Fresno State. This was a very special day for me! I am starting the Master’s program this fall of 2008. I am not really sure what exactly I will do with my Master’s degree, I just feel like I have a lot to offer others and I love nursing. It is not a job to me it is just an extension of who I am. I love serving others and love to educate them so they can take better care of themselves and be informed. I think I would love to teach others, as I have experience with that in my job right now. I would like others to know what a wonderful field nursing is and how it has so many options. I just can’t really imagine doing anything else. Well ok, maybe a dolphin trainer! 


I had great faculty at Fresno City College, my favorite being Carole Drake. She was my OB/GYN instructor. At Fresno State, Cheryl, my Community Health Instructor at Madera County Health Dept, was excellent. I was with a great group of students and it really gave me hope for the future of nursing. The profession of nursing is truly for those who are called and who have a servant’s heart. There are nurses in the field who are neither of these and unfortunately it shows. Nurses are constantly taking care of others in some way so it’s very important to find ways to take care of ourselves as well. Staying active and healthy is very important to me. How can we expect to teach others how to properly take care of their health if we are not doing it our self? We must be good role models. 


Even though I am nearing 50 years old, I am excited for what lies ahead for me in this amazing field, how I can encourage others in it and how I can continue to help teach people how to better take care of their health and the health of others.

