Louise McKinney Armstrong


FSC 1966

Briefly tell about your family history:

My name is Louise McKinney Armstrong; I was born in Madera, CA. I was the 2 of 3 children born to James & Mary. I was the 2nd to go to college in my family, and the 1st nurse in my family. I graduated from FSC/CSUF in 1966. I obtained my Ryan Sch. Nurse certificate, and married Dennis Smith (divorced 1980).  We have 2 children, Heidi (age 39) and Jennifer (age 37).  One is a professor and one is a nurse.  I worked at Fresno, CA as a PHN nurse from 1966-1969.  I also worked for a dermatologist Dr. Ed. Moss from 1971-75.  I did school nursing for Fresno Unified 1975-2002 and am now retired.

List any student nurse experiences you may remember and any faculty:

Mary Ahern was our kindest and most dear teacher in nursing 5.  OB teachers were Mrs. Green and Miss Bogosian.  Miss B married Mr. Markarian that year and remembered one day she came in and wrote “GREAT EXPECTATIONS” on the board in huge letters.  She was announcing her pregnancy, and we were all thrilled for her.  Our Sr. year 5 of us went to Bakersfield and rented a house together.  It was great fun!

How do you feel about nursing then and now, and in the future?

Nursing practice and salaries have come a long way.

Any bits of wisdom you have learned over the years? (if you have changed profession, how has your nursing education helped?)

Flexibility is key to progress and survival.  Just don’t lower standards to be flexible.  When daunted with paper work or case load keep goals in mind.

