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News Release

DHS OFFERS TRAVEL TIPS FOR ARRIVING FOREIGN STUDENTS
AND EXCHANGE VISITORS
5 e Visitors Expected For Spring Se

WASHINGTON, D.C— The Department of Homeland Secusity (DHS) today ssued important reminders
10 assst th estimated 200,000 foreign students and exchange visitors expected o arive in the United
States for th spring semester.

These reminders for forcign students and exchange visitors registeced i the Student Exchange and
Visitor Information System (SEVIS) are intended to ensure tha legitimate students are quickly processed
at ports of eniry. A comprehensive st of answersto frequently asked SEVIS questions has lso been
posted online at wiwwic¢ g0V and www,chp.gov.

“The SEVIS system was implemented aftr the /11 teroris attacks s part of th federal government's
effottorestore integrity o the nation's immigration system. SEVIS is a web-based program that
maintains information on intemmationa students (/M visas) and exchange visitors ( visas) and heir
dependentsresiding in the Unted State. It s administered by U.S, Immigration and Customs
Enforcement’ (ICE) Student Exchange and Visitor Program (SEVP) and used by U.S. Customs and
Border Protecion (CBP) Offcers at ports of entry. SEVIS has simplified what was once a manual
process, resuling in more accurate and timely dat, faster processing and fewer delays.

“The SEVIS program i a successful homeland securiy iniiative due in lrge par 0 the coaperation we:
have received rom al of th progran's stakeholders,” said Michael 1. Garcia, DHS Assisant Secretary
for ICE. "As the new 2005 semester start, we encourage all SEVIS participants - including students,
exchange vsitors, nd school and program administrators - o review the program requirements and take
responsibilty for making sure thei records sre updated and correct, By making these efforts now, our
academic and exchange program partnrs can help 0 ensure tha legitimate students don' experience
unnecessary delays when they ener the county.

“We are a welcoming nation, and out doors of opportunity and education are open. We must ensure that
those presenting themselves for eniry are legitimate. SEVIS is the program that helps U.S. Customs and
Border Protecion offcers {0 quickly verify tha students presenting themselves at our borders are actual
Students and exchange visiors” sid .S, Customs and Border Protection Commissioner Robert C.
Bonner.





[image: image2.png]ICE and CBP offer the following recommendations for students and exchange visiors:

Travel Tips for Students and Exchange Visitors

Hand camy (4o not check) the following documents:
a. Your passport;

b, Your SEVIS form 1:20 or DS-2019;

e Evidence offinancal resources;

4. Evidence o student or exchange visitor satus, such as tition receipts,transipts or
leterof acceptance;

. Paper receipt for the SEVS fee; and.

£ The name and contact nformation of your designated school offcal or sponsor

Important Note: Ifyou are a new suudens, remember 1o carry with you the sealed envelope given
o.you by the U.S. Department of State’s Consular Officer  attached 10 your passport. I is
important that you do ot open this envelope.

2. Inform the CBP Offcer st the port of etry as soon a possible that you will be a new or returning
student or exchange visitor in the United States,

3. Report 0 your schol or program upon arival 5o that your school official can validate your
participaton in SEVIS.

4. Maintan contact with your designated schoal or sponsor official throighout you stay o ensure
‘your SEVIS data s updated snd accurae

Important Note: Ifyou are a new exchange visitr participans, remember to carry with you the
sealed envelope given 0 you by the U.S, Deparment of State’s Consular Oficer — attached o
sour pasport. 1115 importan that you do not open this envelope.

“The Department of Homeland Security aso reminds SEVIS registered schools and exchange visitor
programs of thir responsibilty to mainain up-to-dat records on all of ther foreign students and
exchange visiors.

As of December 2004, about 725,000 students and exchange visitors (P-1, M-1 and J-1 visa categories),
along with 120,000 dependents, were regisered in SEVIS. More than 7,800 schools and 1,400 exchange
programs ae active in SEVIS. From September 2003, when al forcign studens, cxchange visitors nd
heir academic or cultural programs were required (o register with SEVIS, through September 2004,
SEVIS recorded a slightincrease i the foreign student (FIM visa) population from approximaely
605,000 t0 640,000,

o date, ICE's Compliance Enforcement Unit, responsible fo idenifying individuals who atempt to
abuse the student immigration sstem, has snt 3, 342 investigative leads on potential SEVIS violaions to
the feld, resulting in 358 arests
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