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CREDIT CARD CRUNCH

According to a top student loan originator, credit card companies are relentless and will seize every 
opportunity to recruit new borrowers, especially 18- to 24-year-old impulse buyers.

        An incoming freshman who has zero debt today can expect to be more than $3,000 in
        the red by the end of the academic year.  While a little over half of the money owed is for 
        education loans--or “good debt”--the remaining $1,500 or so is credit card debt.

        A 2004 Credit Card Usage Study, states that college students, on average, graduate more than
        $20,000 in debt, and over 15 percent of that is owed to credit card companies.

        A report prepared by the California State University system, indicates that students
        receiving a bachelors degree in 2003-2004 graduated with an average of $13,386
        of debt.

In January 2002, the Student Financial Responsibility Act (AB 521), now Education Code section 
99030, took effect.  This bill mandates that “credit card and debt education and counseling sessions 
shall become a regular part of campus orientation of new students” at all California State University
System schools. For more information, visit www.cscee.com.

NEED HELP MEETING YOUR COLLEGE EXPENSES?

Whether college is a new experience for you, or you are a continuing student, this is an exciting time 
in your life.  Meeting financial obligations associated with college life, however, can be challenging if 
you are not adequately prepared.  Financial aid is available to help you meet these obligations.  

Electronic access is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  File your Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) on line at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  Then monitor the progress of your ap-
plication by checking the campus portal, My Fresno State, at http://www.my.csufresno.edu.  And 
don’t forget to check your campus email frequently as this is our main avenue of communication.  

Staff in the Financial Aid Office is also available to help you.  The Financial Aid Office is located in the 
Joyal Administration Building, Room 195; or you can contact the office by phone at 559.278.2182.

www.fafsa.gov             File your FAFSA on the internet
www.fastweb.com              FastWeb! scholarship search
www.finaid.org              The Financial Aid information page
www.csac.ca.gov              California Student Aid Commission 
        (Cal Grants)
www.edfund.org              EdFund - Student’s First
www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/index.html  Department of Education 
        (Office of Post Secondary Education)
www.nslds.ed.gov/      National Student Loan Data System
www.studentaid.ed.gov/guide     The Student Guide

Each year you should apply for scholarships online at:
http://studentaffairs.csufresno.edu/scholarships
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The student in the above example would be eligible for 
 the transfer catalog (1999-2000 General Catalog) because continuous
 enrollment has been maintained since the 1999-2000 catalog year (the above      
 student first attended Fresno City College in Spring 2000) 
 or 
 the entrance catalog  (2005-2006 General Catalog) 
 or 
 the graduation  catalog.

Now determine which catalog you are eligible for, using the chart below:

        
         
           
           
            
                          
 
  

DEGREE AUDIT REPORTING SYSTEM (DARS) EVALUATION

An Advising Tool

DARS (Degree Audit Reporting System) is an advising tool.  It is a system-generated 
report which shows your progress toward completing your General Education (G.E.), 
declared major courses, and remaining degree requirements.

What Does DARS Do for You?

● Generates a report showing progress in your chosen primary degree program
● Allows for “what if” scenarios for different majors and catalog years
● Takes the “guesswork” out of selecting courses for future enrollment
● Allows advisors to focus on advising
● Provides consistent interpretation of degree requirements

YOUR CATALOG RIGHTS 
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2001
2002
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Fresno City College

Fresno City College
Fresno City College

Fresno City College
College of the Sequoias

Fresno State

 Calendar Year Spring School Attended  Fall School Attended 

 Calendar Year Spring School Attended  Fall School Attended 


