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ENGLISH PLACEMENT TEST  (EPT) 

A passing score at Fresno State for the EPT is defined as a minimum total score of 151. You must have 
this minimum score in order to register for English 1. If you do not pass, you must register for English 1 
with a lab. The EPT may be taken only one time. International students must consult with the Interna-
tional Student Services and Programs Office for further information about English language testing.

Executive Order 665 requires that if you are not exempt from the EPT and do not pass
the EPT, you must enroll in English 1 with a lab during the first year you attend 
Fresno State.  Note: International and/or ESL students may need ESL 20 or 30 
with a lab before English 1.

Take EPT    EPT Exemptions
 Placement in the “exempt” category on
 the Early Assessment of Readiness for
 College English taken in conjunction
 with the 11th grade California Stan-
 dards Test in English Language Arts
 A score of 550 or above on the verbal
 section of the SAT I
 A score of 680 or above on the SAT II:
 Writing Test
 A score of 24 or above on the 
 enhanced ACT English Test

 Score a total of 151 or above

 Score 136-150

 Score 135 or below

 English 1 and
1LA

(International
students take
English 1 and
English 1LC)

English 1 and 1LB
(International 
students take 

English 1
and English 1LC)

 Additional Exemptions
 Advanced Placement
 A score of 3, 4, or 5 on either the 
 Language and Composition or the 
 Literature and Composition  
 Advanced Placement exam satisfies  
 both EPT and English 1

“W’ class
Complete with a grade of 

“C,” “CR,” or higher

Exam
Pass the Upper Division 
Writing Exam (UDWE)

19

English 1
For G.E. credit 

you must receive 
a grade of “C,” 
“CR,” or higher

After completion of 60 units
You must fulfill the Upper Division Writing Skills requirement in one of two ways

If your EPT score is 141 or below and your EPT Reading score is 135 or below, then you are 
advised to enroll in Linguistics 40T (Academic Reading Strategies, 3 units).

CREDIT CARD CRUNCH

According to a top student loan originator, credit card companies are relentless and will seize every 
opportunity to recruit new borrowers, especially 18- to 24-year-old impulse buyers.

        An incoming freshman who has zero debt today can expect to be more than $3,000 in
        the red by the end of the academic year.  While a little over half of the money owed is for 
        education loans--or “good debt”--the remaining $1,500 or so is credit card debt.

        A 2004 Credit Card Usage Study, states that college students, on average, graduate more than
        $20,000 in debt, and over 15 percent of that is owed to credit card companies.

        A report prepared by the California State University system, indicates that students
        receiving a bachelors degree in 2003-2004 graduated with an average of $13,386
        of debt.

In January 2002, the Student Financial Responsibility Act (AB 521), now Education Code section 
99030, took effect.  This bill mandates that “credit card and debt education and counseling sessions 
shall become a regular part of campus orientation of new students” at all California State University
System schools. For more information, visit www.cscee.com 

NEED HELP MEETING YOUR COLLEGE EXPENSES?

Whether college is a new experience for you, or you are a continuing student, this is an exciting time 
in your life.  Meeting financial obligations associated with college life, however, can be challenging if 
you are not adequately prepared.  Financial aid is available to help you meet these obligations.  

Electronic access is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  File your Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) on line at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  Then monitor the progress of your appli-
cation by checking the campus portal, My Fresno State, at www.mycsufresno.edu.  And don’t forget 
to check your campus email frequently as this is our main avenue of communication.  

Staff in the Financial Aid Office is also available to help you.  The Financial Aid Office is located in the 
Joyal Administration Building, Room 195; or you can contact the office by phone at 559.278.2182.

www.fafsa.gov             File your FAFSA on the internet
www.fastweb.com              FastWeb! scholarship search
www.finaid.org              The Financial Aid information page
www.csac.ca.gov              California Student Aid Commission 
        (Cal Grants)
www.edfund.org              EdFund - Student’s First
www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/index.html  Department of Education 
        (Office of Post Secondary Education)
www.nslds.ed.gov/      National Student Loan Data System
www.studentaid.ed.gov/guide     The Student Guide

Each year you should apply for scholarships online at:
http://studentaffairs.csufresno.edu/scholarships

Some majors do not allow the 
exam option. Check with your 
catalog or your major department.


