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Members Excused:
O. Benavides, C. Egan, L. Herzig, L. Kensinger, G. Kriehn, J. Kwon, A. Nambiar, S. Ogunjemiyo


Excused Absent:
N. Akhavan

Members Absent:
J. Karr, D. Lewis, S. Lin, N. O’Brien (ASI), L. Rios, J. Slagter, V. VanVleck, J. Wang, J. Whiting
A meeting of the Academic Senate was called to order by Chair Williams at 4:07 p.m. in the Library Auditorium, Room 2206.

1.
Approval of the Agenda.  

MSC to approve the agenda.
2.
Approval of the Minutes of 1/27/14 and 2/3/14.
MSC to approve the minutes of 1/27/14. [1 Abstain]
Senator Maldonado (Philosophy) requested a correction to his statement re: the length of time before initial review of the Provost in APM 335.

MSC to approve the minutes of 2/3/14 as amended.

3.
Communications and Announcements. 


A.
Vice President Searches.

1. 
President Castro announced that Dr. Frank Lamas (University of Texas-Arlington) has accepted the position of Vice President for Student Affairs.
2. 
President Castro announced that the three remaining finalists for the Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs search will be visiting campus over the next couple of weeks.


Chair Williams asked senators to encourage colleagues to attend the faculty forums held with the finalists. Senator Tsukimura (Biology) stated that faculty who cannot attend the faculty forums may attend the open community forums.

3. 
President Castro stated that the position announcement for the Vice President for University Advancement search has been finalized. He anticipates campus visits by finalists in April to allow for faculty input before the end of the semester.

B.
Honorary Doctorate.
President Castro announced that the posthumous nomination of Dr. Pete Mehas for an honorary doctorate was approved unanimously by the CSU Boart of Trustees.
C.
Student Fee Increase Proposals.

President Castro announced that, after listening to various perspectives on the issue, he and Provost Hoff have decided to delay the beginning of consultations on a proposed student fee increase until fall 2014 to allow for thorough planning and consultation. The fees, if implemented, would not begin until fall 2015.
D.
AP&P to Begin Reviewing Policy on Outcomes-Based Program Review.

Senator Botwin (Chair, AP&P) announced that the Academic Policy & Planning Committee will begin reviewing proposed revisions to APM 220 Policy on Outcomes-Based Program Review in the light of concerns raised by senators. AP&P meets on Thursdays from 2:15-3:30pm; any interested senators are welcome to attend.
4.
Installation of New Senators.
The following new senators were installed:
Roy Thornton (Department of Viticulture & Enology)
Andrew R. Jones (Department of Sociology)
5.
New Business.
A. Moving Probationary Plan Approval to Spring.

Senator Tsukimura (Chair, Personnel Committee) stated that the Personnel Committee has been discussing the possibility of moving the timeframe for probationary plan approvals from the fall semester to the spring.

MSC to make this item the new item #7 on the agenda of the Academic Senate.

B. 
Prospective Campus Chief Diversity Officer.

Senator Jones (Sociology) stated that the Senate Faculty Committee on Equity & Diversity is discussing the possibility of recommending that the university appoint a chief diversity officer.

No action was taken on this item.

6.
Minor Change to General Education (GE) Policy. 
Professor Jendian (Sociology) summarized the rationale for the proposed change to make the GE Committee member appointed by the Vice President for Student Affairs a voting member of the committee.
Senator Alexandrou (Plant Science) stated that this change to the GE policy will require a change to the Senate Bylaws, which also stipulate GE Committee membership.
Senator DuPont-Morales (Criminology) spoke in favor of the proposed revision because continuity in the transfer of GE credit has become a system-wide issue and the expertise of Student Affairs should be recognized.

Dr. Jendian noted that the two student members of the committee are voting members.

Senator Chapman (Modern & Classical Languages & Literatures) motioned to approve the proposed revision. Seconded.

MSC to waive second reading. [3 Nay]

Senator Alexandrou asked if any senators remember why the Student Affairs representative is designated as non-voting. Discussion ensued.

Senator Jenkins (Mechanical Engineering) asked how many other faculty committees have administrators who are voting members. Discussion ensued re: the status of the committee as a faculty committee and the prospect of delaying a final vote on the proposed revision until the Senate Bylaws can be reviewed for consistency of this change with other faculty committee structures.

Senator Fulop (Linguistics) motioned to table this item until the Bylaws are reviewed. Seconded.

Senator Holyoke (Political Science) stated that the vote should be postponed rather than tabled and that the issue should be referred to the Senate Executive Committee for review.

Motion to table failed.

MSC to refer this item (re: Student Affairs representative voting status) to the Senate Executive Committee.

Senator Henson (English) motioned to add the GE Writing Requirements to APM 215 General Education Policies and Procedures.

Senator Holyoke asked if this change was part of the referral of the item to the Executive Committee. Discussion ensued, concluding that these are separate revisions.

MSC to add the GE Writing Requirements to APM 215.

7.
Timeframe on New Probationary Plans. 
Senator Tsukimura stated that the Personnel Committee is requesting that senators solicit input from their department colleagues re: the prospect of moving the new probationary plan development period for new faculty members from the fall to the spring semester.
Discussion ensued.

The Senate adjourned at 5:01 pm.

The next scheduled meeting of the Academic Senate will be announced.
An Agenda will be distributed prior to the meeting.
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