
Philosophy 20

Moral Questions
Spring 2009
         3 units

MW 3:30-4:45PM
        Science2 309
Instructor: Dr. Mariana Anagnostopoulos

Office: Music Building, Room 108

Office Hours: T 2-4PM, W 11:30AM-1:30PM, TH 2-3pm.

Office Phone: 278-6329


Email: marianaa@csufresno.edu





General Education: This course satisfies the GE requirement for Breadth in Area C2.  As a student in a  C2 GE class, you will be expected to reflect critically and systematically on questions concerning beliefs, values, and the nature of existence.

Prerequisites: prior completion of GE area A2.

Primary Course Goals:

· Develop critical reading skills through the careful study of complex arguments.

· Understand philosophical arguments and concepts, and in particular how concepts derive from and lead to other concepts and conclusions.

· Understand several Ethical Theories.

· Consider metaethical questions.

· Apply analytical skills to philosophical problems and arguments.

· Develop questions and ideas about ethical principles and issues.

Primary Learning Outcomes:  Students will acquire the skills to do the following:

· Identify, explain, analyze, assess, and compare the general ethical principles found within the ethical theories of Utilitarianism, Kantian Ethics, Virtue Ethics, and Taoism, among others.

· Apply these principles to various ethical problems, including, but not limited to, poverty, war, abortion, euthanasia, the treatment of animals, etc.

· Identify, explain, analyze, assess, and compare philosophical arguments attempting to solve various ethical problems, including poverty, war, abortion, euthanasia, the treatment of animals, etc.

· Take part in philosophical discourse by formulating persuasive philosophical arguments (written and verbal) for different points of view about ethical theories and issues. 

· Apply philosophical ideas and methods to the analysis of film, literature, and/or art.

Required Texts / Materials (students are required to use the editions indicated).

1. Rachels, Stuart, The Elements of Moral Philosophy, 5th edition.   

2. Rachels, Stuart, The Right Thing to Do -Basic Readings in Moral Philosophy, 4th edition.

3. Readings to be posted on Blackboard.

4. Film(s), video(s), and/or artwork shown in class.

Fees: Students may be required to pay to print several readings (from Blackboard). 

Student Athletes: See instructor ASAP with away schedule, to discuss due dates and policies. 

Students with Disabilities: Upon identifying themselves to the instructor and the University, students with disabilities will receive reasonable accommodation for learning and evaluation. 

Contact Services to Students with Disabilities, in Madden Library 1049 (278-2811). 

Syllabus is subject to Change:  Everything in this syllabus and schedule is subject to change.  If necessary, changes will be announced in class.  If a student is absent from class, it is the student’s responsibility to check on announcements or changes made while s/he was absent.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Reading


Students are required to complete the assigned readings by the corresponding lecture time.  

Most readings are not lengthy, but all are difficult and should be read carefully several times. 

2. Study Expectations

It is the expectation of the University that students will generally spend approximately 2 hours of study time outside of class for every one hour in class.  Since this is a 3-unit class, you should expect to study for this course an average of 5 hours outside of class each week.  Some students may need more outside study time and some less. For free tutoring on campus, contact the Learning Center in the Peters Building Annex Trailers (phone 278-3052 or visit www.csufresno.edu/learningcenter).

3. Attendance

· It is imperative to your understanding of the material and to your gaining the value of the course that you attend class, for the entirety of each class.  A failure to attend (all of) each class will negatively affect your course grade: after the first two unexcused absences, there will be a penalty of 1 percentage point applied to your course grade for every unexcused absence.  Unexcused absences totaling 20% or more of course meetings are grounds for a course grade of WU (20% of 30 is 6 meetings). Two noted late arrivals will equal one absence, for the purposes of grade calculation.
· Excuses will be granted for DOCUMENTED medical (and other similarly urgent) reasons, at the discretion of the instructor.  Non-urgent absences will NOT be excused.  For example, an illness requiring an emergency room visit is urgent; a scheduled doctor’s appointment is not (these should be rescheduled). If your schedule does not permit regular and timely class attendance, consider dropping the course or rescheduling other events. In fairness to all, “documentation” must be made by a person or entity with the authority to indicate when and why a student is absent (ex. a doctor’s office)– the student’s own explanation is not sufficient. 

· University Policy concerning attendance: “Students are expected to attend class and should maintain contact with their faculty members regarding any absences. Individual faculty members should be contacted when there are extended absences (more than one week) due to illness, death in the immediate family, or other situations” (CSUF Catalog).

· Please ensure that you have read and understood the aforementioned requirements concerning attendance. To ensure fairness, the same rules must be applied to every student; therefore, exceptions will NOT be made for those who have not read the attendance policy.

3. ASSIGNMENTS

a) Exams 

· The midterm and final exams will consist of questions requiring answers of different types and lengths.  Questions will require true-false, multiple choice, or answers of one word to several pages (specific format of exam and length required for all questions will be specified prior to each exam).  

· Any material covered in the course (readings, lectures, assignments, discussions, etc.) may appear on exams. A study sheet will be provided approximately 1 week before each exam. 

· All requests for rescheduling of exams must be made at least one week prior to the exam date.  A make-up exam will be given only in the case of a documented medical (or similarly urgent) emergency. 
  b) Paper

*The lower division G.E. writing requirement is 1000 words.

· Students will write at least one moral argument paper, of 750-1250 words (3-5 pages). Topics and detailed instructions will be distributed. Assignment and scoring details TBA.

· Each paper will require: (a) a clear statement of the philosophical problem or issue to be considered, (b) a clear and thorough discussion of the moral principle most relevant to the problem or issue being considered, (c) an application of the moral principle to the problem or issue, and (d) a statement and response to a strong objection to the argument in part (c).

· Iterative writing: 1-2 short writing assignments (of 250 - 500 words each) will be assigned prior to the paper to aid students in the writing of papers. One assignment will require students to use a short portion of text effectively, within a clear explanation of a philosophical point, and with correct quoting format. A second assignment will consist of major components of the second part of the term paper. Students are to use feedback on these assignments to revise and incorporate them into the term paper. 

· Late papers will be marked down 1/3 of a grade (3.33 points on a 100-point scale) PER CALENDAR DAY (or part thereof) late. Papers not turned in by the date and time specified will be considered late. 

· The use of proper grammar and spelling is imperative to the successful completion of a philosophy paper, and is therefore required (see grading pyramid below). If it would be helpful to you, please make use of the campus writing center during the completion of your paper and/or other assignments. See me if you have concerns about this requirement.

· General criteria for evaluation of papers: Grading Pyramid

A

The essay gives imaginative treatment to a significant and striking central idea. The plan of the essay evidences a strategy for persuasion. Generalizations are carefully supported. Details are presented in an original, clear, and concrete manner. Sentences show variety of pattern, are rhetorically effective, and display correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation. Style is authentic and demonstrates that ideas have been given careful critical attention.

B

The essay’s central idea is interesting and significant. The organization of the essay demonstrates careful planning. Details are specific and sharp; there is a concern for supporting rather than just stating key claims. Sentences show variety of purpose and pattern, and display correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation. Diction is chosen with awareness of audience and purpose. 

C

The essay has a clear central idea. The plan of the essay is clear with an identifiable introduction and conclusion. Sentences make sense and conform to conventional patterns. Grammar is correct: subjects and verbs agree, pronouns agree with antecedents, verb tenses are consistent, and conventional punctuation is used. 

D/F

General idea is weak or confused, and/or paper does not address assignment topic. Organization is poor. Paragraphs lack unity and coherence. Generalizations are unsupported by the evidence. Sentence structure is confused. Errors in usage, grammar, spelling, and/or punctuation are frequent and/or serious. 

c) Presentation assignment (10% of course grade):

· Students will be asked to use the free copies of the New York Times (available throughout the campus) or nytimes.com to locate and analyze material concerning a specific moral issue, and analyze it using principles from a specific moral theory. 

· Format: presentation of approximately 10 minutes.

· A detailed assignment will be distributed in class, ASAP.

d) Short assignments (quizzes and writing assignments): 5 are currently scheduled.

	· DUE DATES (non-athletes):  ABSOLUTELY NO EXCEPTIONS to the following!!

Homework is due in class at the beginning of class on the due date,  


Classwork must be completed at the specified time during the specified class period. 

*NO LATE WORK will be accepted. 

*In the case of a DOCUMENTED medical (or similarly URGENT) absence, you will be given a make-up option on a designated date toward the end of the semester. This is by instructor approval, for urgent cases only, and may not be used to replace low scores on completed work. 

*DO NOT TURN IN ASSIGNMENTS BY EMAIL.

*If you would like to submit a back-up electronic copy of your work, use the DIGITAL DROPBOX on Blackboard for this purpose. 




· SHORT ASSIGNMENT TYPES: 

i) Quizzes. Quizzes will consist of multiple choice, true-false, and/or similar questions. Quizzes will be completed in class on the dates indicated in the schedule. 

ii) Short Writing Assignments (two currently scheduled).

Aim: to prepare for the Moral Argument Paper; see Paper assignment above. Details TBA.

iii) Discussion Questions.

Each student will be asked to prepare two discussion questions for each of two course meetings. The two sets of questions will be graded as one short assignment. Details TBA.

COURSE POLICIES

1. Email

Students are required to obtain and utilize a campus (csufresno.edu) email account. 

This can be accomplished in one of at least three ways: (a) use your campus account as your primary account, (b) set your other email account to retrieve mail from your campus account, or (c) set your campus account to forward mail to your other account. 

*It is your responsibility to maintain your account so that you can receive new mail. 

*Both Blackboard and My Fresno State have an “email class” option that will be used when necessary. Students will be assumed to have received all such email.
2. Blackboard

Readings and other course materials (assignments, lecture notes, supplementary material) will be placed on Blackboard. Students are responsible for checking Blackboard frequently, and downloading / printing relevant materials. Many materials will NOT be distributed in class. Accessing documents from Blackboard may require the use of a computer other than the student’s own. Students are responsible for obtaining access to Blackboard from the University. 

3. Disruptive Classroom Behavior:  According to University Policy, "the classroom is a special environment in which students and faculty come together to promote learning and growth.  It is essential to this learning environment that respect for the rights of others seeking to learn, respect for the professionalism of the instructor, and the general goals of academic freedom are maintained.... Differences of viewpoint or concerns should be expressed in terms which are supportive of the learning process, creating an environment in which students and faculty may learn to reason with clarity and compassion, to share of themselves without losing their identities, and to develop an understanding of the community in which they live... Student conduct which disrupts the learning process shall not be tolerated and may lead to disciplinary action and/or removal from class."

4. Computers: According to University Policy, "At California State University, Fresno, computers and communications links to remote resources are recognized as being integral to the education and research experience. Every student is required to have his/her own computer or have other personal access to a workstation (including a modem and a printer) with all the recommended software. The minimum and recommended standards for the workstations and software, which may vary by academic major, are updated periodically and are available from Information Technology Services (http://www.csufresno.edu/ITS/) or the University Bookstore. In the curriculum and class assignments, students are presumed to have 24-hour access to a computer workstation and the necessary communication links to the University's information resources."

 

5. Copyright policy: According to University Policy, “Copyright laws and fair use policies protect the rights of those who have produced the material. The copy in this course has been provided for private study, scholarship, or research. Other uses may require permission from the copyright holder. The user of this work is responsible for adhering to copyright law of the U.S. (Title 17, U.S. Code). To help you familiarize yourself with copyright and fair use policies, the University encourages you to visit its copyright web page:

http://www.lib.csufresno.edu/libraryinformation/campus/copyright/copyrtpolicyfull.pdf

Digital Campus course web sites contain material protected by copyrights held by the instructor, other individuals or institutions. Such material is used for educational purposes in accord with copyright law and/or with permission given by the owners of the original material.  You may download one copy of the materials on any single computer for non-commercial, personal, or educational purposes only, provided that you (1) do not modify it, (2) use it only for the duration of this course, and (3) include both this notice and any copyright notice originally included with the material.  Beyond this use, no material from the course web site may be copied, reproduced, re-published, uploaded, posted, transmitted, or distributed in any way without the permission of the original copyright holder.  The instructor assumes no responsibility for individuals who improperly use copyrighted material placed on the web site.”

6. Distractions:  For the purpose of focus, learning, and fruitful discussion: 

Electronic devices: must be TURNED OFF during class.

Laptops: Students may not use laptops during class. The purpose of this policy is to make possible the fair application of the attendance and other policies to all students in the class. 

Reading: Students may not read material that is not part of the course during class time.  

GRADING

1. Breakdown of Course Grade:

	SHORT ASSIGNMENTS (QUIZZES, CLASSWORK, DISC. Qs)

25%

PRESENTATION







10%

MIDTERM








20%

PAPER









20%

FINAL









25%


*Regular and informed Participation may raise your grade by up to three percentage points. 
*Absences will lower your grade by one percentage point per unexcused absence (after the first two), and unexcused absences totaling 20% or more of course meetings are grounds for a grade of WU (see above). 

2. Grading Scale:
	A
90-100
	B
80-89
	C
70-79
	D
60-69
	F    Below 60


HONOR CODE: CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM
**VERY IMPORTANT: READ THIS!!!**

According to University Policy, "Members of the CSU Fresno academic community adhere to principles of academic integrity and mutual respect while engaged in university work and related activities."  Students must:

“a)  understand or seek clarification about expectations for academic integrity in this course 


(including no cheating, plagiarism and inappropriate collaboration)

b)  neither give nor receive unauthorized aid on examinations or other course work that is 


used by the instructor as the basis of grading.

c)  take responsibility to monitor academic dishonesty in any form and to report it to the


instructor or other appropriate official for action.”

Cheating: “cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving a grade or obtaining course credit. Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations. It is the intent of this definition that the term cheating not be limited to examinations situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means” (University Policy). 

Plagiarism: “Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating that consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material so used as one's own work.” (University Catalog).

In this course, students will be required to sign a statement at the end of exams and assignments, such as the following: "I have done my own work and have neither given nor received unauthorized assistance on this work."

Plagiarism Detection. The campus subscribes to the Turnitin.com plagiarism prevention service, and I reserve the right to use it. Student work will be used by Turnitin.com only for plagiarism detection. The student may indicate in writing that he/she refuses to participate in the Turnitin.com process, in which case the I will use other electronic means to verify the originality of work.  Turnitin.com Originality Reports will not be available for your viewing.

PENALTIES for cheating and plagiarism range from a 0 or F on a particular assignment (minimum penalty), through an F for the course, to expulsion from the University. 

The minimum penalty for cheating on a paper or exam will be a grade of F IN THE COURSE.
For more information on the University's policy regarding cheating and plagiarism, refer to the Schedule of Courses (Legal Notices on Cheating and Plagiarism) or the University Catalog (Policies and Regulations).

If you are not sure what constitutes cheating or plagiarism, please ASK. It is wholly the STUDENT’S responsibility to ensure that s/he does not make inappropriate use of the intellectual property of any other entity. 
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I. Assignment and Examination Schedule, with other important dates

· All quizzes, exams, and classwork assignments are completed in class on the date indicated.

· All homework and papers are due at the start of class on the date indicated.

· There may be additional work assigned or other changes made to this schedule. 
	  Due Date 
	Assignment
	Subject matter of assignment
	Value (% of Course Grade)

	2-Feb
	Quiz #1 
	course syllabus
	 5%

	4-Feb
	Quiz #2 
	RTD chapter 2
	 5%

	23-Feb
	Classwork #1* 
	short practice writing
	 5%

	9-Mar
	Midterm Exam* 
	material up to midterm date
	20%

	18-Mar
	Classwork #2*
	first part of term paper 
	 5%

	20-Apr
	Paper*
	Topic to be distributed
	20%

	
	Final exam*
	material following midterm
	25%

	Variable
	Presentation
	Current event/issue analysis
	10%

	Variable
	Discussion Qs
	Reading assignment for the day
	 5%


    *These assignments are required to receive a grade in the course.           

Breakdown of Course Grade*

	PRESENTATION







10%

SHORT ASSIGNMENTS (QUIZZES, CLASSWORK, DISC. Qs)

25%

MIDTERM








20%

PAPER








20%

FINAL









25%
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QUIZ1 5%
QUIZ2 5%
CLASSWORK1 5%
CLASSWORK2 5%
DISCUSSION Qs 5%
PRESENTATION 10%
MIDTERM  20%
PAPER  20%
FINAL 25%





*attendance, participation, absences, and extra credit all affect your course grade. See course syllabus.
II. Readings Schedule

· Readings should be read by the date indicated. Students must use the editions indicated.

· There may be additional readings assigned.

EMP = Rachels’ The Elements of Moral Philosophy, FIFTH EDITION
RTD = Rachels’ The Right Thing to Do - Basic Readings in Moral Philosophy, FOURTH EDITION
BB 
= Blackboard (readings will be posted on Blackboard, under “Course Documents”)



Note: all readings marked with * are selections from the work indicated.

	INTRODUCTION: MORAL QUESTIONS AND MORAL REASONING

	#
	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment

	Assignment 

	1
	Wed, Jan 21
	i) Introduction to course 

ii) Course Requirements
	Syllabus
	

	2
	Mon, Jan 26
	NO CLASS
	
	

	3
	Wed, Jan 28
	i) Intro: Applied Ethics 

ii) Intro: What is Morality? 
	EMP Chapter 1

RTD Chapter 1 and Chapter 27
	


	OBJECTIVITY IN ETHICS

	#
	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment
	Assignment

	4
	Mon, Feb 2
	i) Intro to Arguments

ii) QUIZ #1
	RTD 2
	QUIZ 1: syllabus

	5
	Wed, Feb 4
	i) Arguments

ii) QUIZ #2
	RTD 2
	QUIZ 2: RTD 2


	SELF-INTEREST, DUTY, AND DISTRIBUTION OF SCARCE RESOURCES

	#
	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment
	Assignment

	6
	Mon, Feb 9
	i) Issue: Hunger/Poverty 

ii) Film scene: Central Station
	RTD 14 Engel


	

	7
	Wed, Feb 11
	Issue: Hunger/Poverty 
	RTD 15
 Singer
	

	
	Mon, Feb 16
	HOLIDAY – President’s Day
	
	

	8
	Wed, Feb 18
	Theory: Utilitarianism – intro
	EMP 6, 7
	

	9
	Mon, Feb 23
	i)Theory: Utilitarianism: Mill ii)Classwork #1: using sources
	RTD 8
Mill
	Classwork #1

	10
	Wed, Feb 25
	i)Utilitarianism: Mill, cont. 

ii)Short film
	RTD 8
Mill


	

	11
	Mon, Mar 2
	FILM: Divided We Fall
	
	

	12
	Wed, Mar 4
	i) FILM: Divided We Fall 

ii) Film Discussion
	
	

	13
	Mon, Mar 9
	MIDTERM EXAM
	
	MIDTERM


	RESPECT FOR AND RIGHTS OF PERSONS AND NON-PERSONS

	#
	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment
	Assignment 

	14
	Wed, Mar 11
	Theory: Kantian Ethics - intro
	EMP 8, 9
	

	15
	Mon, Mar 16
	Kantian Ethics: Kant, cont.
	RTD 9    Kant
	

	16
	Wed, Mar 18
	Classwork #2: Paper writing
	
	Classwork #2

	17
	Mon, Mar 23
	Issue: Euthanasia
	RTD 17  Rachels
	

	18
	Wed, Mar 25
	Issue: Assisted Suicide
	RTD 18 Doerflinger
	

	19
	Mon, Mar 30
	FILM: The Sea Inside
	
	

	20
	Wed, April 1
	FILM: The Sea Inside 
	
	

	
	Mon, April 6
	HOLIDAY – Spring Recess
	
	

	
	Wed, April 8
	HOLIDAY – Spring Recess
	
	

	21
	Mon, April 13
	Issue: Moral Status (intro)
	BB Pollan (selections)
	

	22
	Wed, April 15
	Issue: Abortion
	BB Hippocrates’ Oath 

RTD 10  Marquis
	

	23
	Mon, April 20
	Issue: Abortion
	RTD 11  Thomson
	PAPER DUE

	24
	Wed, April 22
	Issue: Treatment of Animals
	RTD 19  Singer
	

	25
	Mon, April 27
	Issue: Treatment of Animals
	RTD 20  Machan 
	


	VIRTUE AND THE GOOD LIFE

	#
	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment
	Assignment 

	26
	Wed, April 29
	Theory: Virtue Ethics
	EMP 12
	

	27
	Mon, May 4
	i) Theory: Virtue Ethics: Aristotle ii) Myth: Icarus
	RTD 4  
Aristotle 

BB  
Ovid: Metamorphoses 8
	

	28
	Wed, May 6
	i) Short film: Taoism

ii) Theory: Taoism
	BB 
Lao Tzu: Tao Te Ching*
	

	29
	Mon, May 11
	Theory: Taoism
	BB
Chuang Tzu: Autumn Floods* 


and On Leveling All Things*
	

	30
	Wed, May 13
	Final Exam Review  
	Final Exam Study Sheet
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Final Exam Preparation & Faculty Consultation Days: 
	Thursday and Friday 
	May 14 - 15

	Final Semester Examinations 
	Monday-Thursday 
	May 18 - 21

	Final Exam in this course 
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QUIZ1 5%
QUIZ2 5%
CLASSWORK1 5%
CLASSWORK2 5%
DISCUSSION Qs 5%
PRESENTATION 10%
MIDTERM  20%
PAPER  20%
FINAL 25%
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