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Syllabus

Philosophy 151: Cognitive Science, Mind

Office: Prof. Dr. Pedro Amaral Music 102, Science 176

Office hours: T-Th 7:00-9:00

Office email address: pedro_amaral@csufresno.edu.
Grades are only posted on the web and are never given in class.

Class time T-Th 8:00-9:15am, Science 176

Department office, MB Room 102; 278-2621.
Web: zimmer.csufresno.edu/~pedroa
General Course Overview 
Philosophy 151 is a 3-unit GE course (area IC) that was designed in conjunction with courses in Areas B and D that deal with Cognitive Science. The specific goals and purpose of GE courses are given at the end of the syllabus. Cognitive science is the interdisciplinary study of cognition. Cognition  includes mental states and processes such as thinking, reasoning, remembering, language understanding and generation,  visual  perception, music perception, learning, consciousness, emotions, etc.  Some cognitive scientists limit their  study  to  human  cognition, though  most  consider  cognition independently of its implementation in humans or computers.  Some cognitive scientists study cognition independently of the cognitive agent's environment; others study  it  within  the  context of the person, the society, the  culture, music and art.   Cognitive  science  can  also  be  defined  as, roughly,  the  (hopefully  non-empty) intersection of the disciplines of computer science (especially artificial intelligence), linguistics, philosophy  (especially philosophy of mind and philosophy of language), and psychology (especially cognitive psychology).  Some writers on cognitive science add cognitive anthropology to this list, and most would add the cognitive neurosciences, perception and psychology of artistic cognition.  The former deals in part with the societal and  cultural context mentioned  above.   The latter are concerned with the implementation of mind and the perception of music and art in human physiology. We will review the history, nature, major findings, and philosophical  implications  of cognitive science.  

University Catalog Description
The interdisciplinary study of cognition and mind: cognition includes mental states and processes such as thinking, reasoning, remembering, language understanding and generation, visual perception, learning, consciousness, emotions, self-awareness, and our place in the world.
Required Texts: The Thinking Eye, The Seeing Brain. James Enns, W.W. Norton, (2004) which students will buy.

Art and the Brain ed. By Goguen (to be distributed in class).

Web-Enhanced: 


Frequent labs, assignments, projects and communication involve intensive internet use. Students who do not have ongoing access to the internet should not take this course if the logistics of getting to the internet are too difficult. Up to 50% of this course may be online.  Therefore, students must have access to highspeed internet either at home or at the university. The biggest problem students have with this course is the inability to get to the labs through the internet. For example, the following may be online: assignments, papers, exams, required video assignments and experiments in either.flv (YouTube) or .wmv (Windows Media Player) format, MP4 (Quicktime), streaming video, grades, meetings with the instructor, discussion sessions with other students, PowerPoint presentations, daily class updates, email.  Regrettably, computer instruction is not part of this class so students are entirely on their own when it comes to computational skills.

Size limitation: 


Class size is limited to 25-35 students or the number of computer stations in our labs (25-33) whichever is greater. Students who are wait-listed have a good chance of enrolling after the 1st week because many students, about 60%, have difficulty with the writing requirement and elect not to continue.

Announcements: 

Although the entire semester’s assignments will be listed on Blackboard and learners will be required to be logged into the website daily, announcements of changes to assignments or system difficulties are posted on a daily basis. Be prepared.  Bb all by itself has a tendency to run out of gas just when you want to do an assignment: plan ahead. Innovative experiments and lab work are posted regularly and it is the learner’s responsibility to check in. 

Integrated & Iterative Writing:

Students will be required to author a critique of a cognitive science research article.  The critique will employ the philosophical methods discussed in the course.  This iterative writing assignment must be no less than 2000 words minimum (approximately 8 pages, depending on margins/font).  The student will submit the paper to the instructor to receive instructor feedback; it will then be returned.  Students will be required to rework the essay, incorporating the instructor’s feedback for resubmission of the entire assignment.  My expectations for your writing include essays that are substantive, well-reasoned, informed, grammatically correct, and multi-pass (you will have multiple opportunities to do it over).  You will select the topic, which must be germane to the course.  The essay will be graded using this scoring rubric: http://www.csufresno.edu/academics/documents/scoring_guide_writing_Rubric_060602.pdf.  More information regarding this assignment will be distributed in class.  
Writing is also required as part of the Forum participation inside Blackboard.  Students must have five (5) substantive posts each forum. Please refer to the button labeled Grading inside Blackboard for To-dos and Not-to-dos tips when communicating electronically.
Grades: 

20% of your grade will be from the iterative writing assignment (you write it and get graded, the instructor gives comments, you rewrite it and your grade will be changed).  20% of your grade will be from the progressive writing assignments in the Forums (some of which will also be iterative) 60% will be a combination of tests, oral presentations and the final. Tests will be given every other week as indicated on the course assignment calendar. A group will have a one-minute presentation and an overview presentation in every class with copies emailed to the instructor. Skipping a Forum assignment costs 1 point off your final grade. Be careful, they add up. Please refer to the button labeled Grading on the website for additional information.
Gradebook:
Your grade book is available online in Blackboard. It will always be up-to-date. If the instructor fails to post a regularly schedule assessment to your website within three days, you will be awarded an A for the assignment. Students and instructors are held accountable for sticking to the schedule.
Schedule:

All work, all assignments, due dates, requirements, and exams in and out of class are listed inside Blackboard at the start of the term. If you have conflicting plans for the semester, or the final, cancel them or take another class (things like jury duty, military duty, university activities can be excused). 

Evaluation: 

The grading policy follows the university definitions for grade symbols and grade points: see the sample grading rubric at the end.  http://www.csufresno.edu/catoffice/current/acadreg.html. Writing is evaluated according to the Sample writing rubric below or a similar one found at: http://www.csufresno.edu/irap/assessment/documents/. Hit the Grading button on class your webpage for a list. 
Course Goals:
· Develop critical reading/thinking/speaking skills 

· Apply these skills to philosophical arguments

· Understand basic cognitive science
· Understand the concepts and ideas that are central to cognitive science
· Develop your own ideas about cognitive science
Learning Outcomes:
· Explain and critique normative theories and apply them to cognitive science
· Demonstrate interpretive and argumentative skill by engaging in group debates oriented around contemporary issues
· Analyze and criticize central texts from a variety of traditions, while tracking the validity and/or soundness of key arguments

· Demonstrate interpretive skill and synthetic cognition by writing essay exam responses and by producing an argumentative term paper

· Integrate arguments about meta-ethical, metaphysical, meta-cognitive and normative issues by conducting a dialogue about cognitive science
· Revise and refine your paper arguments through multiple drafts

· Demonstrate analytical and synthetic cognition by constructing reasoned answers to the metaethical and normative questions found in cognitive science
Policy on attendance. 


10% extra credit for perfect attendance (excused or unexcused absence included). See Syllabus Information below for details. 1-2 absences, 5% extra credit. 4 or more absences  is regarded as missing too many classes to count as participating in the course: you earn an unauthorized withdrawal for the class and are excluded from further participation. Please note: every semester, 10% of the students from each class miss too many classes and earn unauthorized withdrawals. Reasons vary-I just got off the mother-ship, I can’t get off work sometimes, I was beaten by my brother, somebody close to me died, and so on. On the instructor’s view, if it is bad enough for you to miss 4 classes, you shouldn’t be in school. The University has established procedures for allowing students to drop. Sometimes, bad things happen to good people. Life can be rotten. Attendance is posted on the board at the start of every class.
Policy on missed quizzes, make-up work, late papers: 

Anything not done on time may count as a 0. No make-up work is given for unexcused absences. If an absence is anticipated, the student must notify the instructor before the absence or the absence will be unexcused. In case of unanticipated absences, the decision to count the absence as excused is up to the discretion of the instructor. In no case will an absence be removed more than one class period after the daily grade report that includes the truancy (i.e., if you don’t give me an excuse or notify me of an error during the next class, your absence is permanent).

Policy on web access. 

You must maintain your personal email account every day of this course and it must be registered with the instructor and on the system. Any email that is returned because your server will not accept the email may result in a 1 point reduction in your grade--nor will you be excused from the consequences of missing the notification. Use your CSUF account, in that way, if the system fails, you are not to blame. But, if you use another system and it fails, you accept the responsibility for the failure (because you decided to risk using an alternative). Beware: students who have used other services or who do not pay attention to email have suffered in this course. See  Syllabus Information below for details.
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF LECTURE CONTENT (subject to change for extenuating circumstances)
Selected from various titles for Foundations (unavailable for purchase):
(1) Course lectures, Historical Introduction To Cognitive Science, selected readings in philosophy of mind and aesthetics. I will lecture on the readings available on an (as required basis.

(2) The Science of Art, ed. By Goguen 

Selected Papers [Used as the base of lectures] for Tools:

(3) Thagard, Paul.; A Mind: Introduction to Cognitive Science, (1997), (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press).

(4) Churchland, Paul: A Neurocomputational Perspective, (1993), (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

(5) Dennett, Daniel: Consciousness Explained, (1991), (Boston, MA: Little, Brown and Co.).

Note:  If you follow this schedule for reading and do so in depth, you will be reading for the rest of your life.  The topics covered in lectures will draw upon the material. You will be expected to follow the lectures but the material will not be part of your tests. 

Foundations

Week 1-5
[Basic Issue One]
I     What is cognitive science?

From Enns, Chapter 1: Core Questions

II     What is cognitive science? (continued)

                        Lecture
Week 1-5 [Basic Issue One]
I
Cognitive psychology

From Enns, Chapter 1 and Section I: Dualism, Philosophical Behaviorism, Reductive Materialism (Identity Theory) , From Functionalism, Eliminative Materialism, Chapter 1 and Section I (The Semantical Problem).

See also Churchland, P. Matter and Consciousness (MIT Press).

II    Cognitive psychology (cont.)

                        Finish lecture using  Ch 1.

           Ch. 1, Conceptualization, memory, reasoning, problem solving.

Tools

Week 5-7 [Broad Issues]
I    Automatic Formal Systems

               From Haugeland (Artificial Intelligence: the Very Idea: MIT Press) Ch 1. - Ch.3, Introduction, The Saga of the Modern Mind (history of mind), Automatic Formal Systems

II    Automatic Formal Systems

                From Haugeland Ch. 2-3, 57-87

Week 5-7 [Broad Issues]
I     Eye and Brain

                        From Enns Ch. 2-5, Computer Architecture

               II   

From Haugeland Cont.

Week 7-10 [Broad Issues]
I      Artificial intelligence

From Haugeland Ch. 3-5, Computer Architecture.

KnowingII    Artificial intelligence (concl.)

                        Finish Haugeland

Week 7-10 [Broad Issues]
I    Real People, objects in space, color, edges, and objects

Enns, Ch. 3-5, Real People.

II Curchland, Section II, Epistemology Cont.

Week 7-10 [Broad Issues]
I     Time and Space

Enns CH 6-7. 

II     Neuroscience (cont.)

                        Continue Churchland,(Matter and Consciousness) Chapter 5 (The Methodological Problem, 83-96. 

Week 7-10 [Broad Issues]
I     Neuroscience (concl.); 

                        Supplementary readings for:

Dennett, Daniel C.  (1971), Intentional Systems, Journal of Philosophy 68:  87-106;   reprinted in D. C. Dennett, Brainstorms  (Montgomery, VT: Bradford Books 1978):  3-22,  325-326;

Fodor, Jerry A.  (1980), Methodological Solipsism Considered as a Research Strategy in   Cognitive Psychology,  Behavioral and Brain   Sciences 3:  63-109; reprinted (without  commentaries or reply) in J. A. Fodor, RePresentations (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1981):  225-253;

Newel, Allen, & Simon, Herbert A. (1976), Computer Science as Empirical Inquiry:  Symbols and Search, Communications of the  ACM 3:  113-126; reprinted in J. Haugeland (ed.), Mind Design (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1981):  35-66.

II     Philosophy (cont.)

                        Continue reading Churchland Section II

Week 7-10 [Broad Issues]
I      Philosophy, Consciousness, Enns 8 and 9.

II    Semantics Again

             Lecture on  Meaning, reference, sense, computational models of semantic processing.

                        Supplementary readings for Ch. 10: C&S #2.1, #2.2, #3.3, #5.1;

Frege, Gottlob (1892), (On Sense and Reference,( M. Black (trans.), in P. Geach & M.  Black (eds.), Translations from the Philosophical Writings of Gottlob Frege (Oxford:  Basil Blackwell, 1970):  56-78;

 Maida, Anthony S., & Shapiro, Stuart C. (1982), (Intensional Concepts in Propositional   Semantic Networks, Cognitive Science 6: 291-330; reprinted in R. Brachman & H.  Levesque (eds.), Readings in Knowledge Representation (Los Altos, CA:  Morgan Kaufmann):  169-189;  Hirst, Graeme (1989), Ontological Assumptions in Knowledge Representation,   Proceedings of the First International Conference on Principles of Knowledge  Representation and Reasoning (Toronto) (San Mateo, CA:  Morgan Kaufmann):  157-169.

Week 7-10 [Broad Issues]
I     Cont; Natural-language understanding

           
Grice, H. Paul (1975), (Logic and Conversation,(   in P. Cole & J. Morgan (eds.), Syntax and  Semantics, Vol. 3 (New York:  Academic Press);

II    Vision

Applications
Week 13-15 [Broad Issues]
I    Aesthetic Experience, The Science of Art: A neurological theory of aesthetic experience, In Art and the Brain.

I    Cont.

Week 13-15 [Broad Issues]
I   Commentary on Ramachandran and Hirstein, in Art and the Brain.

II
Cont

Week 13-15 [Broad Issues]
I   
Zeki, Art and the Brain, in Art and the Brain.

 II   
Humphrey, Cave Art, Autism, and the Evolution of the Human Mind, In Art and the Brain.

Week 15 [Broad Issue Seven]
I      But is  it art? Imagination engines and the obsolete artist

II   Brown: On Aesthetic Perception, Ellism on The Dance form of the Eyes, In Art and the Brain.

Week 15
I     Cont.

II   What makes a work Good?

Additional General Information, legal stuff and qualifications
Policy on attendance. See details above.

Policy on missed quizzes, make-up work, late papers. Students are responsible for doing all work when due. See details above. 

Cheating and plagiarism, please see Cheating and plagiarism under the policies and regulations section of your catalog: http://www.csufresno.edu/catoffice/current/policies.html  or in the Schedule of Courses.  
Cheating and plagiarism: see your catalog for existing policy (Catalog 2004-2005, page 486) and statement at the end of the syllabus.*
the honor code or, see http://www.csufresno.edu/catoffice/current/policies.html.* Members of the CSU Fresno academic community adhere to principles of academic integrity and mutual respect while engaged in university work and related activities.  You should:

a) understand or seek clarification about expectations for academic integrity in this course (including cheating, plagiarism and inappropriate collaboration) 

b) neither give nor receive unauthorized aid on examinations or other course work that is used by the instructor as the basis of grading. 

c) take responsibility to monitor academic dishonesty in any form and to report it to the instructor or other appropriate official for action.

ADA: Students with disabilities policy Please see Disabled in the Policies and Regulations section of your catalog. Please see the Catalog for details (Catalog 2004-2005, page 43) or http://www.csufresno.edu/catoffice/current/policies.html. Students with Disabilities: Upon identifying themselves to the instructor and the university, students with disabilities will receive reasonable accommodation for learning and evaluation. For more information, contact Services to Students with Disabilities in the University Center Room 5 (278-2811).


Nondiscrimination Policy and Student Discipline Policy: 

please refer to current policy (Catalog 2004-2005, page 484-486), 

or http://www.csufresno.edu/catoffice/current/policies.html.
Classroom conduct: 

In general, for the purposes of this class, conduct that disrupts the lecture, lecturer or class is not permitted. In the computer lab, the most disruptive act consists of playing with the computer (like checking email, playing games, chat, writing a paper, whatever). Other disruptive behavior includes, for example, entering late, yawning audibly, passing things, whispering, commenting, talking aloud or under you breath, grumbling, uttering asides, constantly blowing your nose, and the like. If the lecturer is forced to respond to your distracting actions (either by voice or some other means of recognition), you may be docked 1 point off your final grade for each occurrence. 

Disruptive Classroom Behavior: (The classroom is a special environment in which students and faculty come together to promote learning and growth. It is essential to this learning environment that respect for the rights of others seeking to learn, respect for the professionalism of the instructor, and the general goals of academic freedom are maintained. ... Differences of viewpoint or concerns should be expressed in terms which are supportive of the learning process, creating an environment in which students and faculty may learn to reason with clarity and compassion, to share of themselves without losing their identities, and to develop and understanding of the community in which they live . . . Student conduct which disrupts the learning process shall not be tolerated and may lead to disciplinary action and/or removal from class.(
See: http://www.csufresno.edu/catoffice/current/policies.html under (student conduct. 

Grades 

Grades will reflect comprehension of lectures, presentations, media presentations, and readings; active participation; independent and  creative thinking; and evidence of reasoned judgment. Students  who wish to excel should be prepared to put out a consistent,  high level of effort.

Hours Per Week: Plan on spending 1 hour per class in study  for the first nine weeks (or equivalent for intersession courses) after that, you can settle into your  own pace. A's will require college level writing skills, careful and  extensive reading, active participation in all aspects of the  course (group discussion, etc.). Students earning A's will also  need to participate fully and constructively in class and  demonstrate original thought. B and C work require the same  skills but in different degrees. Students who do not  systematically participate and who are not involved or who do not  have developed critical thinking skills will tend to get C's.  These criteria are intended to augment the criteria published in  the current General Catalog. Please look there for further  clarification. Scale: A=88-100; B=80-87; C=70-79; D=60-69; less  than 50=F. Competent, university level writing will be a prerequisite for  passing work.

Attendance
Attendance is required. Make up exams will not be given (except for excused absences). Failure to attend a group meeting (if required) will result in a 10% deduction on your final grade. All absences (except excuses for school teams) will count against attendance. Exams are timed. Even if you are permitted to start late, you must hand the exam in with everyone else. In general, no rescreening of videos is possible. If you miss a screening of a video (unless you miss it because of a sanctioned school activity) that is available (from some local dealer) by special order (purchase or rental), you must rent it or buy it (as required) on your own and take the required exam late, if you are permitted to do so,  (or take a 0 on both the video exam and the relevant section exam). The instructor assumes no responsibility for supplying you with the video at any time other than the scheduled time. Viewing the video is a necessary condition for taking the relevant test on the video narrative and the associated section in the text. Because of the precise start, students who are late disturb the class. Please note that students are expected to be seated at the start of class, not walking in. Those who are not seated may be marked absent. On exam/quiz days, students may be considered absent for the exam if late. Students who skip out after attendance (without prior permission) will be marked absent for the day. 

CR/NC Grading 
Students who generally do well at the university and are willing to make the effort should earn good grades.  However, students who are anxious about their prospects for doing above average or excellent work are encouraged to take the class on a CR/NC basis, if eligible. Students who are unable to satisfy the university computing requirement should not be in the course and will perform very poorly if they do not drop.

Additional Assignment Details 


Details regarding the topics and reading assignments for the semester are available by clicking on the Assignments button on your class webpage.

Computers
All grades, grading, attendance tracking, communications between student and faculty either as a normal part of the course or a modification of the course, or any course related subject, will be posted only to Bb. Students are responsible for getting and acting upon all information the instructor sends out. Student work is to be sent via attachments to email. A student cannot take this course unless the requirements for computer access are satisfied  the first day of the term (you will be asked for your email and your email address will be tested period) and every subsequent class day thereafter. Written work may be used as an example and may be posted on the web for World access or it may be posted on projection screens and used as an example for the entire class. Although student grades remain confidential, student work may be broadcast everywhere ( i.e., it may be posted to the internet. For your responsibilities and so on, check out the catalog regarding computer access, 

please see http://www-catalog.admin.csufresno.edu/current/cmptrser.html. 

Students are not allowed to take the class unless they have daily computer access. Let me emphasize. You must have an email account, Word or Wordperfect, the ability to send and receive attachments to email, streaming video,  24 hours access to a computer and the internet to take this course( The email account must belong to you alone (you can(t use your friends or your mother(s). All students can use the CSU, Fresno web-based email and you are encouraged to do so. If you decide to use an outside account (yahoo, hotmail, etc.,)  you are solely responsible for making sure that you have your grades and that the instructor gets your written work by the deadline. Note, until the instructor responds with an email reply stating that your work arrived, your work is considered unsubmitted. To satisfy the requirement, papers must be submitted in either Word, WordPerfect or plain text format as email attachments and be submitted with  time enough to allow the instructor to respond. Late work will not get feedback, will not benefit from the curve and may be counted as a 0 (i.e., F).  Exams, quizzes and so on will not be returned ( students are invited to make an appointment to go over their work.

ADVANCE \d4Computers: (At California State University, Fresno, computers and communications links to remote resources are recognized as being integral to the education and research experience. Every student is required to have his/her own computer or have other personal access to a workstation (including a modem and a printer) with all the recommended software. The minimum and recommended standards for the workstations and software, which may vary by academic major, are updated periodically and are available from Information Technology Services (http://www.csufresno.edu/ITS/) or the University Bookstore. In the curriculum and class assignments, students are presumed to have 24-hour access to a computer workstation and the necessary communication links to the University's information resources.

Additional Course Notes

Excused absences 
Excused absences count against the total allowed for extra-credit but not against the total allowable absences. An excused absence is an absence of which I was notified in advance. If you are absent and can submit a doctor’s excuse or proof that you were hospitalized, jailed, or too injured to attend, you may qualify for an excused absence. Such absences count against your allowance for extra-credit but they do not count for your total for grade-reduction. Such absences will not qualify you for a makeup exam/quiz assignment. Whether or not you are excused is at the discretion of the instructor takes into account current performance, participation in class, existing patterns of attendance or tardiness. 

Errors in attendance marking
       
Each class day, students see a summary of attendance on the computer terminal. Students have 1 class day (i.e., one day that would officially count as  attendance day) from the report OR the absence to notify the instructor of  a discrepancy, otherwise the information will not be changed. Absences will not be removed after one week for any reason. Student athletes, for   example, are responsible for clearing their attendance record in a timely manner.
Taking Attendance
Answering here or present for attendance. Attendance is normally called twice at the start of class. Failure to answer here or present will result in an absence.  If a student leaves class without     permission, their attendance will be changed to truant. Tardiness may count as an absence. If a student is marked late or tardy more than  once, a subsequent  late will be treated as absent. 
Assignments
       
It is the responsibility of each student to keep track of assignments or changes in assignments. These changes may occur either in class or by email notification. With the availability of email and Blackboard there is no excuse for being out of sync with the class. If a new, unanticipated assignment is  given (an unlikely event), it is the student’s responsibility to find out and complete the work on time.

Completing work
All graded assignments must be done alone. Copying another’s work, using another’s work or sharing work is cheating.

Errors in grades
       
Summary grade reports are in your gradebook. Summary reports are posted weekly and Individual grade reports after  each exam daily or otherwise. Since grade reports are issued in a timely  manner, students are responsible for reporting a discrepancy between the  individual grade report and the summary grade report. The summary grade report reflects your class performance. Therefore, it is essential that it be accurate.  It is the responsibility of the student to point out discrepancies between the individual report and the summary report within 1 week after the summary report is issued. 

Subject matter warning
       
This class may involve a significant amount of adult subject matter  and controversial topics. Students who are sensitive to political or religious criticism, racism and racial attacks, profanity or violence or a minimal amount of X-rated material should not take this course because they will find it offensive. Obviously, this does not mean that anybody in the classroom curses or attacks anybody personally but it does mean that deeply held beliefs will be subjected to devastating scientific criticism. For example, this isn’t the course for a passionate creationist or a panpsychist unless they want to know the enemy at the gates. Remember, our philosopher’s motto The unexamined life is not worth living and the motto of the university lucem accipe ut reddas.   No one under 18 is permitted.

Notification
By the second class day, you should be ready to affirm that you have read and understood the syllabus and the conditions for taking the course  and  agree to the terms.  

Copyright policy 

Copyright laws and fair use policies protect the rights of those who have produced the material. The copy in this course has been provided for private study, scholarship, or research.  Other uses may require permission from the copyright holder.  The user of this work is responsible for adhering to copyright law of the U.S. (Title 17, U.S. Code).  To help you familiarize yourself with copyright and fair use policies.  The University encourages you to visit its copyright web page:  http://www.csufresno.edu/library/libraryinformation/campus/copyright/copyrtpolicyfull.pdf 

For copyright Questions & Answers:  http://www.csufresno.edu/library/libraryinformation/campus/copyright/faqcopyright.pdf 

Digital Campus 

Digital campus course web sites contain material protected by copyrights held by the instructor, other individuals or institutions. Such material is used for educational purposes in accord with copyright law and/or with permission given by the owners of the original material.  You may download one copy of the materials on any single computer for non-commercial, personal, or educational purposes only, provided that you (1) do not modify it, (2) use it only for the duration of this course, and (3) include both this notice and any copyright notice originally included with the material.   Beyond this use, no material from the course web site may be copied, reproduced, re-published, uploaded, posted, transmitted, or distributed in any way without the permission of the original copyright holder.  The instructor assumes no responsibility for individuals who improperly use copyrighted material placed on the web site.

Rubrics used for Grading


Your Essays will be graded using this rubric: http://www.csufresno.edu/academics/documents/scoring_guide_writing_Rubric_060602.pdf 


Your Examinations will be graded using this rubric: 
	
	Integration
	Discipline

	Accomplished:4
	1. Successfully integrates interdisciplinary skills and knowledge.
2. Demonstrates a high degree of intellectual acuity, imagination, and sensitivity. 
3. Clearly demonstrates an awareness of inter-relationships among self, the discipline, society, and culture.

	4. Clearly and reflectively applies appropriate argumentation and methodology of the discipline.
5. Demonstrates highly innovative interpretations, perspectives, or applications of course content. 


	Competent:3
	6. Partially integrates interdisciplinary skills and knowledge.
7. Demonstrates intellectual acuity, imagination, and sensitivity.
8. Demonstrates some awareness of inter-relationships among self, the discipline, society, and culture.

	9. Applies appropriate argumentation and methodology of the discipline.
10. Demonstrates coherent interpretations, perspectives, or applications of course content.


	DeDeveloping: 2
	11. Attempts to integrate interdisciplinary skills and knowledge.
12. Lacks depth of intellectual acuity, imagination, and sensitivity.
13. Demonstrates little awareness of inter-relationships among self, the discipline, society, and culture.

	14. Attempts appropriate argumentation and methodology of the discipline.
15. Offers minimal interpretations, perspectives, or applications of course content.


	Inappropriate:1
	16. Does not yet integrate interdisciplinary skills and knowledge.
17. Does not yet demonstrate intellectual acuity, imagination, and sensitivity.
18. Does not yet demonstrate awareness of inter-relationships among self, the discipline, society, and culture.

	19. Does not incorporate appropriate argumentation and methodology of the discipline.
20. Fails to interpret or apply course content.



Statement of common General Education elements (goals are B-D , and outcomes D.1.(a) & D.2.(a) & D.2.(b) & D.3.(a)) within the Course Topics
1. Every section of Philosophy 151 relies on one of the following as recommended: Cognitive Science: Computation and Models, or Cognitive Neuroscience in Area B, Introduction to Psychobiology in Area B, or Developmental PsychoBiology in Area D. The completion of the GE math requirement or equivalent is also recommended.

2. Every section should cover the basic issues  Foundations  in Cognitive Science concerning the history of the contemporary concept (20th and 21st century) of the faculties of  mind, the nature of automatic formal systems, the nature of semantics, philosophical issues in computer architecture, persons as real machines, real people (moral facts, moral knowledge, and decisions making). 

3. Every section of Phil 151 should include a substantial discussion of the Foundations, cover at least four (4 ) of the Tools or related Broad Issues listed in bold below and the Applications section (seven).  Under the title Tools section, at least two (2) specific issues (in italics) will be covered. 

4. Every section will cover the selected Tools and Foundations issues for the required time. 

Assignments:

1. 
All courses in IC must cultivate and refine the student(s affective and cognitive faculties through (Specification A)  the study of great works of the human imagination and involve (Specification B) the intellectual examination of the subjective response that increases awareness and appreciation of the traditional humanistic disciplines and  (Specification C) results in the student(s better understanding of the interrelationships between the creative arts, the humanities and the self. (a) At the end of this course, students will be able to understand (i.e., give a causal explanation of) the difference between affective and cognitive features of experience, students will be able to provide a causal explanation of artistic and creative experience. In addition, students will be able to follow scientific discussions of the experiences normally studied under the title of humanities. 

Cognitive science is the interdisciplinary study of mind and intelligence, encompassing philosophy, psychology, artificial intelligence, neuroscience, linguistics, and anthropology. Philosophy 151 is a foundational Cognitive Science course that studies the sight, sound and thought from the late 20th  century perspective and demonstrates the direction of humanities in the 21st century and beyond.
2. All courses in IC must have the following purpose: Through (Specification D) the study of the humanities (Literature, Philosophy, Foreign Language), to understand, appreciate, and analyze the meaning of our civilization, its cultural background, and the nature and role of language. To (Specification E) study the humanities  (Literature, Philosophy, Foreign Language) from a variety of historical perspectives and cultures by analyzing individual works.

 
The way the specifications are applied in this course:
(Specification D) The required study of humanities is met since Philosophy 151 demonstrates that humanities merge with disciplines that are traditionally regarded as empirical science. Old theories about the nature of mind, language and aesthetics are shown to be evolving into a new paradigm that involves the integration of science, technology and the humanities. (a) At the end of this course, students will be able to give a detailed explanation of how the merger takes place.
The lectures cover the development of the study of cognition from the Platonic and Aristotelian paradigms, through Modernism (Descartes( dualism, primarily) through Empiricism (Berkeley, Locke and Hume in causality and concept empiricism), through Kant and into contemporary studies in art, and aesthetic consciousness. 

(Specification E) The required study of the humanities is met by looking at various philosophical perspectives on the nature of persons beginning with, for example, 
the modern theories of  Descartes, Kant, Hobbes, Hume. These classics are treated as foundations for older, late 20th century theories of  persons (for example, those of Sellars, Dennett, Churchland, McCarthy, Minsky, Newell, Simon). The latter give way to emerging 21st century theories. (b) At the end of this course, students will be able to identify key themes in the classical literature.

3.
AND must promote  (Specification F) an understanding of the development of contemporary world civilization,  through studies of its historical roots and contemporary development in principal humanistic endeavors, e.g., literature, philosophy, and foreign languages; 
The way the specifications are applied in this course:
(Specification F) Philosophy 151 meets since it promotes an understanding of the development world civilization through the study of the causes of experiences classified as humanistic. Cognitive Science provides experiments in the processes underlying consciousness that underscore transcultural identity in basic processes among the world(s population thereby focusing on the necessary identity between humans by stripping away the thin veneer of culturally and politically promoted differences to show how real equality is an inescapable fact. (a) At the end of this course, students will be able to identify causes of cognitive and emotional universals.

* ADVANCE \d4Cheating and Plagiarism: 

Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one's grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term 'cheating' not be limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their intellectual property) so used as one's own work.( Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a 0 or F on a particular assignment, through an F for the course, to expulsion from the university. For more information on the University's policy regarding cheating and plagiarism, refer to the Class Schedule (Legal Notices on Cheating and Plagiarism) or the University Catalog (Policies and Regulations). 

Honor Code: Members of the CSU Fresno academic community adhere to principles of academic integrity and mutual respect while engaged in university work and related activities. You should:

a) understand or seek clarification about expectations for academic integrity in this course (including no cheating, plagiarism and inappropriate collaboration) 

b) neither give nor receive unauthorized aid on examinations or other course work that is used by the instructor as the basis of grading. 

c) take responsibility to monitor academic dishonesty in any form and to report it to the instructor or other appropriate official for action.

Instructors may require students to sign a statement at the end of all exams and assignments that I have done my own work and have neither given nor received unauthorized assistance on this work.

