Philosophy 10: Self, Religion, and Society (3 units)
Spring 2009
TTh 12:30-1:45pm

Ed 173
Instructor:

Robert D. Maldonado

Office:

Music 103
Office Hours:
MW 2:00-3:00; TTh 11:00-12:00
Office telephone:
278-2879

E-mail address:
robertma@csufresno.edu

Department Office:
Music Building, Room 102; department hours: M-F 8:00-12:00; 1:00-5:00

Department telephone:
278-2621

Catalog description:  Conceptions of human nature; nature and varieties of religion; personal and social implications and values of religion.  
As a GE C2 class, this course promotes an understanding of the development of contemporary civilization through studies of its historical roots in the principal humanistic endeavors.  
Prerequisite: All GE C2 require prior completion of GE A2.
Course goals: To help the student achieve the following:  

· Understand three different historical, philosophical/religious, and social contexts of the self; 
· Develop critical reading/thinking/writing skills;

Learning outcomes: Be able to:

· Describe major periods of Greek, Indian, and American history

· Compare methods of philosophical and social analysis
· Articulate ways in which the ideas covered have influenced human institutions

· Demonstrate interpretive and argumentative skill by writing about texts, applying methods covered in the course
· Articulate and apply as an analytic tool connections between self and society; self and religion; and religion and society.
Textbooks:  The following books are required for this course:  

Plato and G. M. A. Grube, Five Dialogues (Hackett 2002);


Rudrangshu Mukherjee, ed. The Penguin Gandhi Reader (Penguin 1993);


James Washington, ed. A Testament of Hope: the essential writings of Martin Luther King, Jr. (HarperOne 1990)
Assignments: 

· Careful reading of course material prior to the day it appears on the calendar.

· One final (as scheduled by the registrar).  Bring large-size bluebook.

· Three iterative writing assignments due to Blackboard before class on the date due.  The first writing assignment will be a short (1000 word) assignment presenting and critiquing connections between the Self and Society as reflected in Plato.  The student will submit the paper to the instructor to receive instructor feedback; it will then be returned.  Students will be required to rework the essay, incorporating the instructor’s feedback for resubmission of the entire assignment, expanding the essay (1500 words) to include a critique of connections between Self and Religion as reflected in the writings of Gandhi.  The student will submit the paper to the instructor to receive instructor feedback; it will then be returned.  Students will be required to rework the second essay, incorporating the instructor’s feedback for resubmission of the entire assignment, expanding the essay (2000 words) to include a critique of connections between Religion and Society as reflected in the writings of Dr. King.  Within this framework and germane to the course, you will select the topic.  The essay will be graded using this scoring rubric: http://www.csufresno.edu/academics/documents/scoring_guide_writing_Rubric_060602.pdf  More information regarding this assignment will be distributed in class.
· Quizzes:  There will be six short (15-20 minute) quizzes spaced through the semester on Blackboard (timed).  They will be available for one attempt during a 46 hour window (excludes class-time) beginning at 2:00pm of the day they are assigned.  Format will be short answer focusing on content.  While comprehensive to the course, the quizzes will emphasize material since the previous quiz (or beginning of class for the first quiz) through (including) the reading/class for the day of the quiz.  The lowest quiz score will automatically be dropped from your evaluation. Missed quizzes may NOT be made up.
Evaluation:  Credit for all the assignments will be assigned weighted percentages as indicated below:

Papers: 60%

Quizzes: 25%
Final:

15%

Criteria for grading:  Additional grading criteria may be specified for each assignment, but in general: 

"A" (100-90%) will be awarded to work showing a high degree of competence, coverage of all parts of the question/issue, and thorough development.

"B" (80-89%) will be awarded to clearly competent responses, although there may be some weaknesses.

"C" (70-79%) will be awarded to competent responses, but much less developed and/or more superficial than the above.  Responses which are primarily a restatement of the topic; lack focus or pertinent detail; remain general and undeveloped.

"D" (60-69%) will be awarded to severely underdeveloped or incomplete work.

"F" (0-59%) will be awarded to work with little or no understanding of the question/issue.

Eligibility for a passing grade:  In order to pass the course, a student must have a final weighted percentage above 59%.  
Blackboard: All work, except final exam, is to be turned in via blackboard.  Additional course documents will be available on Blackboard.  Work must be submitted in either Microsoft Word format or Rich Text format.
Turn-it-in: The campus subscribes to the Turnitin.com plagiarism prevention service, and you will need to submit written assignments to Turnitin.com (through Blackboard). Your work will be used by Turnitin.com for plagiarism detection and for no other purpose. You may indicate in writing to the instructor that you refuse to participate in the Turnitin.com process, in which case the instructor can use other electronic means to verify the originality of their work.  Turnitin.com Originality Reports will not be available for your viewing.

Syllabus is subject to change:  Everything in this syllabus and schedule is subject to change.  If necessary, changes will be announced in class.  If you are absent from class, it is the student’s responsibility to check on announcements or changes made while you were absent.

Policy on attendance:  Students are required to attend class regularly, to be prepared for each lecture, and to submit all writing assignments on time.  More than two noted absence will result in course grade reduced progressively by thirds (i.e., A => A-; etc.).    Excuses will be granted for documented medical (and other similarly urgent) reasons, at the discretion of the instructor.  Non-urgent absences will NOT be excused.  For example, an illness requiring an emergency room visit is urgent; a scheduled doctor’s appointment is not (these should be rescheduled).  “Documentation” must be made by a person or entity with the authority to indicate when and why a student is absent (ex., a doctor’s office).  Two noted late arrivals equal one absence.
Policy on missed or late work:  Conflicts with the calendar of assignments should be resolved as early as possible.  Except for emergencies and very special circumstances, arrangements must be made with me in advance.  Missed work should be completed as soon as possible.  All late work without an excuse approved by the instructor (e.g., medical) will have the grade reduced progressively by thirds each day it is late.

Group work: Students may be required at times to work with other students in small groups or pairs.

Policy on Students with Disabilities, the University Honor Code, the Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism, a statement on copyright, and the university computer requirement may be found at: http://www.csufresno.edu/academics/policies_forms/instruction/RequiredSyllabusPolicyStatements.htm  This link is also on Blackboard (under assignments).  There is a required assignment and your accessing the policies will be tracked:  You must click and read the policies on Blackboard.

A Non-exhaustive List of “No’s”: No reading or working on non-course-related material; No private talking in class; No cell phones or pagers (i.e., turned off and kept away); No chewing gum, tobacco, food or drink; No recording devices (unless approved by instructor); No generally distracting behavior; No visitors or guests.
Course calendar: The calendar is subject to change.  You will know about such changes, if they are required, by attending class.

TENTATIVE COURSE CALENDAR OF ASSIGNMENTS
	Week
	Topic

	1
	Introduction

	2-4
	Plato, Apology

	5
	Plato, Crito

	6-7
	Plato, Menno

	7-8
	Plato, Republic (Selections)

	9
	Gandhi, Critique of Modern Civilization

	10
	Gandhi, Swaraj and swadeshi

	11
	Gandhi, Non-violence

	12
	King, Non-violence

	13-15
	King, Social and Political thought


Quizzes go online on: 2/5; 2/19; 3/12; 3/26; 4/23; 5/7


Essays due before class on : 3/3; 4/2; 5/12

