Advisor Meeting

California State University, Fresno – UC 202

December 4, 2003

5:15p.m.

I. Program Update

· Recently Sate Wide had added $24,000 dollars for this fiscal year to have more Saturday academies

· MESA Statewide has sent out letters to all MESA Centers that stated that their funding is being placed on the Governors purposed cuts to balance California’s budget.

· These proposed budget cuts will discontinue funding to State outreach Programs: Talent Search, EAOP, Puente, and MESA.

· MESA Statewide has laid off 17 people from the State office.

· Eliminate funding to MESA Engineering Program to save money for the MESA Schools Program.

· Out of current twenty six MESA Schools Programs only eighteen will survive.
· MESA Statewide will lobby in the House of Representatives to keep the MESA alive. 

· According to Statewide Fresno States MESA program will survive until June 30, 2004 next year, if this happens Fresno will get full funding again. Although the State can always ask for the money back at anytime. 

· May loose MESA Engineering Program at Fresno State
II. How Are We Going to Evolve
· The packet provided has sample letters and state contacts to send in why the loss of MESA and such programs would hurt California students.

· It was asked that the advisors get the MESA Parents to become involved to help make a statement against the proposed budget cut.

· Have students and parents contact state legislatures and assembly men, and U.S. senators about being against the proposed state budget cuts and how much damage will be done to California students if it is passed.

· Assembly men, State Senators and the Governor are the most important to contact.

· Sam will forward email keeping everyone informed and up dated with the situation. Along with MESA history to be able to answer media questions if asked.
· Sam contacted major and local news media: 20/20, 60 Minutes, Late Night News, ABC 30, and Channel 26 to get the word out on how the budget cuts would hurt good school programs like MESA.
Suggestions
· Add in newspaper that reach the whole state

· Place notice on the participating schools bulletin to get more teachers involved.

· To get parents and students to possibly march the state capital

· Contact former MESA students

· Can contact former MESA high school students by sending a bulletin out through classmates.com 
III. New Means of Possible Funding

Positives

· The Dean of Engineering has offered to allow MESA to use the rooms and utilities free of charge.
· College of Engineering will help look for special federal partners.

· Fresno State will continue to keep MESA in the same place.

· MESA may become and after school program but the structure and logistics will be the same.

· Contacting Fresno Office of Education and Fresno Unified School District to make partners to provide salaries.
· Looking for statewide programs to allow all currently participating counties to continue participation with MESA

· Try to make a partnership with MESA Community Colleges because their program funding will not be cut. Will meet with them on Dec. 18-19.
Negatives
· MESA will have to provide all funding for salaries, supplies and activities.

· Becoming involved with Fresno Unified will result in the loss of Dinuba, Hanford, Mendota, Tulare, Kings, and Clovis counties.
· Community college will lose all support and channels as to where to send their students  if MESA Statewide is gone 

· Many directors have resigned to save the budget.

IV. Student Leadership Meeting 

· Be on 12/9/03 @ Duncan High School in room 16 at 5:00p.m.

· Going to discuss what is currently occurring with MESA State Wide and what they can do to help.
V. Display Case

· Sunnyside has not done there display case 

· Duncan will have the month of December 9, 2003

· $50 will be given to the best decorated display case

VI. Saturday Academy

· Will have six Saturday academies next semester

· Two for middle school

· Two for the high school

· One competition

· One special electronic Saturday academy (Robots and Solar cars) funded by Hispanic scholarship.

· All together four each

Comments and Suggestions

· The more Saturday Academies the better

· To many Saturdays back to back may conflict high school students schedule

· More robotic technologies
· First Saturday should be half day with hands on instructions on how to make bridges and planes.

· Campus web sight can be linked to MESA web sight.

· Allow the students to know ahead of time what projects will be used for competition so that they can have a head start.

· Next meeting should share everyone individual experience on campus and Saturday academies, because every one individual experience is different. It can help make differences in improving the Saturday academy by noting the students likes and dislikes.

VII. Committee Meeting

· Need a High School involvement

· Have two High school and three Middle Schools advisors on the committee.

· Need to select a chair

· It will be used to discuss what ideas and projects should be used in the Saturday academies.

Suggestion

· If the committee meeting would meet right after the advisor meeting for a half hour it would be easier for advisors to participate.

VIII. Questions and Concerns

· Two to three Field Tripp’s, will occur

· Roosevelt and Sunny Side will visit the Monterey bay aquarium on April 17.

·  Dec. 11, a special field trip to the Fresno State campus to MESA Engineering. If more high schools are interested let us know.
· If middle school is interested a separate day can be arranged for them.

· Field trips that occur on a school day may conflict with advisors that have other classes to teach.
· Sam will talk to principle if MESA events will conflict with advisor schedules.

· Transportation is not paid for.

End at 6:20 p.m.

