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Friday, October 28, 2011 from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m., PB 134
Six-sided ice crystals that fall to earth in ideal winter conditions, 
commonly known as snowflakes, have fascinated scientists for centuries. They exhibit a seemingly endless variety of shape and structure, and are mysteriously symmetric and mathematical in their designs. To this day, snowflake growth from molecular scales, with its tension between disorder and pattern formation, remains puzzling in many respects. With emphasis on computer-generated pictures and movies, the talk will review a few mathematical models of snow crystal dynamics, 
and discuss their contributions to mathematics and to the understanding of real snowflakes. 

Janko Gravner is a professor of mathematics at UC Davis. His area of research is cellular automata theory with an emphasis on probabilistic problems. He is an active researcher with dozens of refereed publications, and a passion for sharing his research with students and colleagues alike.
For further information call (559) 278-4907 or e-mail tforgacs@csufresno.edu
