Sustainability Subcommittee of Campus Planning

California State University, Fresno

March 19, 2009

8:30am-9:30am

Thomas Administration, Room 117

Members Present:  
Ronald Durham, Matthew Harmin, Andrew Jones, Lanny Larson, Ronald Leach, Thomas McClanahan, Brianna McDonald, David Moll, Michael Mosinski, Gary Nelson, Christopher Pluhar, Jerilane Willis

Absent:  
Amy Allen, Caryl Jacobs, Lisa Kao, Joseph Oldham, James Tyner, Nate Wills

The meeting was called to order by Dave Moll at approximately 8:30am.  

Agenda Item #1  Welcome & introductions

David Moll introduced Desiree Washington from Cindy Matson’s office.  She is organizing the ribbon cutting for the Peach Garden.

Agenda Item #2  Review & approval of minutes from February 19, 2009 meeting

Dave Moll asks if there are any additions or corrections to the minutes from February 17, 2009.  Gary Nelson indicated in Agenda item #10 that the April 17, 18, and 19, 2009 is for Vintage Days instead of Recycling dates.  
Motion to approve minutes as amended was placed by Mr. Larson, seconded by Mr. Pluhar and all accepted.  February 17, 2009 minutes to committee members once date correction is made.  
Agenda Item #3 Announcement from Matthew Harmin

Announced resignation from position and his last day is Friday, March 27, 2009.  He thanked everyone for the experiences he gained. Mr. Moll thanked him for getting the programs at the University started. Mr. Moll is looking for a student who is interested in sustainability to help with some of the ground work under the supervision of Mr. Moll. Student position would be paid, 20 hours a week, full time in the summer. Looking for committee recommendations.
Agenda Item #4 Christopher Pluhar Earth Day Activities

Handout given on the Earth Day Proposed Event.  Ideas put together through Sustainability Subcommittee: panel discussions, fair/table event to be run concurrently. Consensus to take place at Peace Garden, if possible. Not yet informed of time for ribbon cutting for coordination. Proposal has 3 separate panels as listed on handout: air resources—some ideas for panelists, looking for people to be on panel that has expressed interest. Passed around handout from Mayor Ashley Swearengin’s Office. Wants to invite Mayor’s office because of “Clean Air, Clean Energy” Platform in which the Mayor outlined plans for first 100 days in office. Water resources—concerning ground water, surface water, agriculture, residential, what we put back in river.  Mr. Jones will email Mr. Pluhar a couple of people interested in the water resources panel.  Other suggestions made were from Mr. Mosinski and Mr. Larson.  Another suggestion is to contact California Water Institute individuals.  Mr. Moll made a suggestion for Transportation suggested as third panel discussion with FAX representatives. 
Table events are open to any ideas—spoke to Steve Lewis of Fresno Bike Coalition and is seeking official approval. Has spoken to campus commuter services because they do bike maintenance on campus.  Suggested to speak to local bike stores and repair shops for maintenance and possible free giveaways as well as maps of local bike trails. Biology Department on past Earth Days has given away native plants; Earth & Environmental Science Department is also interested in a table. Recycling Club is encouraged to participate. Solar demos to be expected: solar vehicle demonstrations. PG&E Green Energy Rep will be contacted to see if interested. Mr. Larson suggested the Wellness on Campus as well as San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District added to list of organizations to contact.    Mr. Nelson suggested maybe talk to UC Merced because they just received an award for being a green campus.  Maybe they have some information to contribute to us.  Mr. Larson will make contact with the Communications Department at UC Merced for the name of who to contact regarding information for Earth Day.  He will email information to Dr. Pluhar and cc Mr. Moll.  If there are any suggestions for other areas to be covered let Dr. Pluhar know.
Mr. Moll would like to appoint a task group from within the committee of 2-3 people willing to work with Dr. Pluhar.  Decided on Dr. Pluhar as chair, Dr. Jones, Mr. Larson and Mr. Mosinski will assist.  Any emails sent by the Task Group are reminded to cc Mr. Moll.  He will get some resources from the City and FAX.  Desiree will assist with organizing the booths, tables and PA system.  
All Earth Day activities will take place at North Side of Peace Garden facing library.  Audience can sit on the grass hills and such.  The power can come from the buildings.  Faculty members that have class in session during Earth Day activities in nearby buildings will be contacted ahead of time and informed of the use of PA systems and activities.  

Mr. Larson suggested incorporating that Fresno State received an award from Tree Campus USA.  Ryan McCaughey in Plant Operations is the contact.  Desiree will contact Rosie in President Welty’s office regarding the acknowledgement of the award on Earth Day.    

Desiree is planning on having the speakers on the speaker’s platform for the ribbon cutting, so that the ribbon can be cut behind the platform and people can walk into the Peace Garden. Critical time to reach students is from 11:00am-2:00pm, booths should be up during that time. Suggested Bulletinboard announcement to inform campus of the events to go on. Panel discussions to go on in a series of about 45 minutes each but not all at once.  Administartive discussions favor use of Peace Garden as teaching venue for this event and not the speaker’s platform facing Student Union. Power will already be set up and ready for panel discussion set up, task group will meet and work out where panel discussion will take place. 
Agenda Item #5 Fresno Council of Governments report—Dave Moll

Fresno COG: Working on Public Transportation Infrastructure Study (PTIS), Phase II. Run by John Downs, Senior Planner at COG. Mr. Moll passed around copies of the maps for review.  The maps are of the 1st route for bus rapid transit which will be down Ventura & Kings Canyon and down Blackstone; the Metro Rural Loop; the Metro Rural Loop Alternative B and also the Land use and Infrastructure Map between Temperance and Mc Call, the South East Growth Area (SEGA).   Money is coming from Measure C which is a quarter percent sales tax increase passed and renewed by voters in Fresno County that is going towards transportation initiatives. Another part is going towards developing new technologies and alternate transportation. Considering the campus as a pilot program for personal rapid transit (PRT). Would be a loop with individual cars, cars would come at station and select preprogrammed destination, would be utilized on campus. Works like a horizontal elevator. Would cost around 5 million per mile, so $15 million total.  Could be powered by solar power because it is all electric.  Mr. Moll will keep the committee posted on the COG and the PTIS study. 

Agenda Item #6 City of Fresno bicycle master plan (BMP)

City of Fresno is starting a Bicycle Master Planning Activity (BMP). The Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) is doing a survey to get Fresno State community information because bicycle use is heavy.  Surveys can be passed out at large meetings, Vintage Days, Earth Day, collected in boxes that can be provided by the Department of Risk Management and Sustainability office (DRMS).   The BMP will shape future of bicycle transportation in Fresno and make it a more bicycle friendly city.  It will help the campus because the campus’ needs for alternative transportation will be woven into the bicycle master plan.  The campus’ master plan in regards to bicycle initiatives will be woven into the bicycle master plan.
The campus is applying in conjunction with City of Fresno for an Environmental Justice Grant for bicycle transportation to underserved communities—Section 8 housing near campus, as well as students. Plans drafted to redo Barstow Avenue to make it a bicycle-friendly street. Money to improve campus streets comes from parking. Proposing that bicycle corridor will be tie-in to Fresno’s bicycle lanes and Clovis’s bicycle paths including the Willow connector to the Sugar Pine Trail that is being built at this time.  The campus will give a letter of support to the City Office of Cal Trans who is currently working on applying for the grant.  We will be a sub-applicant.  Mr. Moll will have Brian Jones contact Mr. McClanahan. 
Agenda Item #7 Recycling Center Upgrade proposal.  Lisa was not present at meeting. 
Dave Moll stated there are current plans to more securely rebuild the current recycling center and hazardous waste area. Project will cost around $125,000; current amount of money towards the project is $50,000. Rod Gleghorn has put the design together so we won’t need architect/engineer.   Project will probably have to go to bid. Mostly site work, asphalt, concrete and chain link.  Lisa will give more information at next meeting.
Agenda Item #8 E-waste arrangement:

Still reevaluating whether or not to bring e-waste events back to campus, for now directing calls to Clovis Recycling.  They take e-waste on a daily basis.  The university is working on getting a different contractor. Would like to tie it in with the new recycling facilities on specified hours to keep costs down.  
Agenda Item #9 Fresno Green Team Report

Joseph Oldham is not present.  Green Team meeting for next Friday, March 27, 2009 from 10:00-11:30 at City Hall. Mr. Moll has offered to take 3 people with him. 
Agenda Item #10 Roundtable

 Briana McDonald—Recycling Club

Fresno State was unable to sign up for Recyclemania because of lack of members, so had campus-wide Recyclemania instead. There aren’t enough people in recycling club to help out as campus service with campus recycling, but will discuss with club because it would be a good fundraiser and could help pay for club field trips. If campus could do collection, they would receive CRV value plus diversion credit. As of now campus only gets diversion credit. If members from other clubs could help out, would have enough people to help with daily collection. Suggested to go to ASI to see if they or other student groups could help, recycling club would be coordinating body.  Mark as a possible for the Fall 2009.  Suggestion was made by Dr. Pluhar have regional clubs to participate according to departments and buildings.
Andrew Jones—has been elected to Academic Senate, starts April 20, 2009. Looking at devoting more time to certificate after Spring break.
Ronald Leach—power issues and shut down during schedules during spring break so they can old remove cable. Mr. Mosinski reported that Phase II Solar in planning stages, have ideas to make for another megawatt minimal, maybe additional 2 phases where structures out on farm for storage would be built with solar panels on roof. Bob Boyd has idea for livestock shading with solar panels. 
Thomas McClanahan—focused on National Institutes of Health (NIH). May have building project that could incorporate some solar. Trying to come up with money to modify buildings to fit an NIH grant. Mr. Moll will be looking for anything campus can apply for and get in touch with him directly but so far everything requires lead from municipal. 
Gary Nelson—Associated Students had Zoom Ride presentation and were interested. Chief is also interested. Zoom ride is a software system people can update with their travel plans and network with each other to share rides. Will partner with ASI, who will vote on funds and promote it. Fees run close to $9,000 for annual contract. 

Gary Nelson-Vintage Days—need to contact Conservation Corp to get recycling scheduled. Contact Sean Riggins, supervisor, or Dale Lima on campus. 
Ronald Durham—reminded Mr. Harmin he would put together one page flier about office-specific recyclable items, where the items from each bin go and other general information about campus recycling. Recycling placed in blue bins will be recycled while non-recyclable items placed in bins will go to landfill.  Also reminder about campus themed logo.  
Christopher Pluhar—regarding a couple of vacancies on the committee.  Are there plans to fill the positions?  Mr. Moll would like to have a full committee by Fall 2009.  

Lanny Larson—still working on the magazine.  

Matthew Harmin—offered help to get panel members for Earth Day Panels.  He suggested using the campus radio to do a mobile broadcast or a delayed broadcast.  Mr. Moll suggested Mr. Larson use some of his contacts to do some video of event and maybe some interviews.  He suggested that Dr. Pluhar and Dr. Jones be available for interviews during the event.  
Meeting adjourned at 9:40am.  Next meeting will be Thursday, April 16, 2009 @ the Plant Operations Conference Room.  
