Sustainability Subcommittee of Campus Planning
California State University, Fresno

September 4, 2008
8:30am-930am
Thomas Administration 117
Members Present:
David Moll, Mike Mosinski, Andrew Jones, Briana McDonald, Ron Durham, Lisa Kao, Cary Jack for Gary Nelson, Lanny Larson, Nate Wills, Ruth Kern for Madhu Katti, Jeri Willis
Absent:
James Tyner, Amy Allen, Joseph Oldham, Ron Leach, Gary Nelson, Thomas McClanahan, Madhu Katti, Caryl Jacobs
The meeting was called to order by Dave Moll at 8:34am.
Approval of last meetings minutes:  Motion to approve placed by Nate Wills, seconded by Andrew Jones and all accepted minutes as amended.  

Correction to July 31, 2008 minutes:  Farm acreage should be approx 1000 acres on page 3.  Also corrected spelling of Andrew Jones name. 

Introductions were made.  

Dave mentioned our representative from the city will not be present due to schedule conflict but sent an email with a report on the Eco Zone project Agenda Item #5.   
Dave gave a status report on the Coordinator for Sustainability, Recycling and Alternate Transportation.  He is still in Lexington, Ky.  He has been offered the position and he has accepted the position.  His name is Matt Harmin.  If you want to know anything about him you can Google him because he has some really interesting information online.  He hasn’t graduated yet but part of his hire is he has to finish his report writing for his field work senior project to graduate in December 2008.  If he doesn’t graduate he will return to Lexington, Ky.  There is great confidence that he will complete this work.  He is a poster person for sustainability amongst his generation.  Dave first met him in March 2008 at a NACUBO (National Association for College and University Business Officers) and AASHE (Association for Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education) combined meeting at The University of Maryland.  He spoke to a room of about 650 people and he was outstanding.  Dave feels Matt will do a great job for us.  Matt will have 3 major projects when he starts with us.  1) Complete inventory of the library, the sustainability initiatives that were incorporated into the library and put together a brochure that has to be ready for the grand opening to show the library is a green building, how it is a green building and what was incorporated into it.  2)  Continuing Lisa Kao’s work on improving the recycling program.  3)  Continue the campus composting that Mike Mosinski has been working on.  He will also be responsible for completing the Green House Gas Inventory.   Matt starts on September 29, 2008.  
The Green House Gas Inventory – Dave Moll.  We have been given a task by VP Matson to do a Green House Gas Inventory.  I have been working with Dick Smith from Plant Operations.  Dick is our Directory of Utilities, former PG&E Engineer and very knowledgeable and confident in energy.  We have been looking for a good green house gas calculator for the campus.  Dick came across the Clean Air Cool Planet Campus Carbon Calculator User’s Guide.  (See handout 1)  This should give us a good idea to see where our campus is in regards to the data in regards to our green house gas emissions.  Dave reviewed an electronic version of the calculator spreadsheet.  After all the data is imputed it will give us a real good breakdown of all the green house gases that are important to us including the methane emissions from the farm, nitrous oxide and the energy use factors will be taken in account in addition to the CO2 which people tend to look to as the bad guy.  CO2 is the most prolific green house gas but there more prolific gases that are far more active in the atmosphere to produce the green house effect that in some cases we emit less of but the effect is even more like methane.  The methane gas data was included in the report for institutions that have a farm.  Question from Ruth Kern – What is the primary purpose for doing this report?  To report to the world that we are keeping track of this or to analyze our operations?  Dave – To analyze our operations to start with.  And the once we find out where we are we can decide if we want to build a program around it, or just to monitor it or use do something else.  One of the other likes of the input is the air travel which is something people tend to ignore which is another tremendous source of green house gas.  This could help us build a case for distance learning without air travel or meetings online that would be beneficial.  This report should give us a good idea of where our baseline is.  A good idea maybe would be to have a subcommittee of this group analyze this finished product once Matt gets done with it and after it is reviewed by the VP of Administration.  The group from this committee and from others in fields not represented here get together and validate the data and give us ideas where improvements can be made.  May use ISIS on campus for data.   As soon as Matt gets here he will get started on this. Review the manual and feel free to email me with questions or advise on anything.
Campus Sustainability Plan- Dave Moll.  Involved in the Campus Sustainability Plan and Dave will be the one primarily involved in.  Put together a handout with some bullet points.  (See handout 2)  Put together in August 2008 and updated August 29, 2008.  Information put together after a conversation Dave had with Cynthia Matson about the direction we want to go.  Dave took a look at what we are involved with now and bullet pointed it and tried to work a more distant vision and a more comprehensive plan for sustainability.  Found online where UC Santa Barbara has a really neat plan which probably cost a lot of money because they had a nationally known consultant group come in and go through the entire planning process.  It is similar to but probably not as large in scope as our Master Planning Process was for campus which was an expensive project but it will pay off in the long run.  I would like from the committee an opinion to get somewhere that looks like the UCSB plan.  (See handout 3)  I really like the way the plan is laid out.  You have the Executive Summary and the table of contents to the main plan.  You can go online to take a look at the rest.  We don’t need to get as detailed but I would really like some input during the next 3 weeks or so I can formulate a plan for the plan that I can present to the Senior Administration.  Hopefully by sometime in October I will have some type of framework together that will look like the Executive Summary for UCSB Plan.  Be sure to look at the bullet sheet regarding Programs & Action and the Non-Prioritized Initiatives and let me know if anyone has anything to add let me know so we can incorporate everything we are doing in the plan and then figure out what we are going to do down the road.
Eco-Zone project – Dave Moll - Joseph couldn’t be here but he sent me an email.  Can go online at look at the Eco-Zone Project that is the advertising cooperative project that a lot of municipalities are using.  The reason I bring up is, that a few weeks ago when Fresno Green met, the Fresno Green people ask me if I would check to see if the University would be interested in partnering with them on this.  I’m not sure if this will work on the campus state side due to restrictions on advertising but it is worth looking at for maybe for Auxiliaries.  Go online and Google Eco-Zone pick the one that says something like green advertising that is about the third or fourth down from the top.  When Joseph comes to next months meeting we will talk about it more.  
“Quad” recycle bins-Dave Moll- Lisa and Dave have been talking about all the blue recycle bins on campus that are not secure.  Lisa is working on inside bins.  Dave is working on getting the new Quad recycle bins. (See handout 4)  Received a couple of quotes.  Indoor is a top loader with no mounting tabs.  The outdoor is a front loader with mounting tabs to bolt to the concert and comes with baffles on the openings.  There is a quote attached for you to review.  The way we will operate here is similar to the Campus Planning Committee and that is I give you an informational item or action item or one of you bring in one for the first meeting and then at the next meeting we will take a vote on it as to whether or not we want to move it to the Campus Planning.  There is a month lag time on anything we want to vote on.  No vote now but open for comments, questions or alternatives.  Dave looked at the ones at UC Merced which caught his eye and they are $2,915 each.  Question from Ruth Kern as to what each of the holes would be for.  Thought for the sections would be one for regular garbage, metal, plastic, and paper.  Thought for glass – juice jars, Sobe bottles.  Suggest plastic and glass together.  Question from Ruth Kern – Do we have separate contract for recycling or is it the City of Fresno?  No it is Sunset Waste.  Lisa Kao reported the recycling bins around campus are emptied into the large blue bins that are co-mingled then picked up by Sunset Waste.  Lisa did a tour of the company to watch the whole recycle process which was fascinating.  Question from Ruth Kern – Individual offices have indoor recycle bins?  Lisa Kao-space is a big issue but we are working on it.  We have purchased 15 slim-jim containers to help with the paper recycling.  We also have small desk side containers.  We will publish where all the campus community collection areas are where we will actually come and pick up.  Last question from Ruth Kern – In the garbage there is Styrofoam and plastic bags.  Lisa Kao indicated that Sunset doesn’t do much right now in regards to plastic bags.  She also looked at a PowerPoint regarding plastic bags and found they are too expensive to recycle.  Mike Mosinski stated the Farm Market is now using green plastic bags in the market and they are manufacture with recycled bags.  Discussion was made to having in the future just 2 recycle bins one for garbage and one for all recycles.  The thought for the color of the recycle bins is tan or brown mainly because we are a tan campus.  Another color suggestion was “green”.  Need signage to go with the recycle bins.  Dave mentioned a big decal something like “Fresno State Recycles” with the bulldog at the bottom and a recycle symbol.  Lanny Larson mentioned we could use the bulldog.  Next meeting we will take a vote which will then go to Campus Planning to review.  Dave and Lisa will work together for suggested locations.  

Roundtable reports:  


Andrew Jones:  

· Passed around a book Sustainability on Campus

· Initial stages of contacting different departments to create a minor or certificate in sustainability titled Environmental and Social (?) Sustainability  
Brianna McDonald:
· Compost project on hold due to budget problems.  Idea is to collect food waste from the Dining Services for the dorms and add to the compost pile in Ag.  

Cary Jack:  Student Activities 

· Greek Life Committee trying to get the off campus houses to go green- push “Greeks Go Green”.  Talks just starting regarding ideas – beyond recycling and riding bikes.  Get other ideas. 

Mike Mosinski:

· Still moving forward in container from Sunset Waste to collect food waste to add to the compost fields 

· Dave reported the quote for the bin was originally $900 now it is around $1800 so he talked to Jim Christianson and we are doing well with our contract this year so let’s get it ordered before the price goes up.  Mike mentioned they need a bin with tilting capabilities.  Dave gave Lisa the go ahead to order. 
· Continued the livestock composting.
· Compost has been distributed to the organic fields and other crop land.  

· Ongoing trials with covered composting 

Nate Wills:

· Not much to report at this time

Ron Durham

· Bookstore has a challenge regarding recycling cardboard bin etc.  

· Housing and Bookstore working together to making a big impact on recycling-need containers

Lanny Larson:

· Less restaurants on campus causes people to go off campus to each and they drive instead of walking.

· Taco Bell, Subway and Chick-A-Filet some control on recyclable items.  None for Panda Express

· Hope to get rid of Styrofoam
· Asked if there were any stories written, edited and ready for October 

· Journal articles need to send to April

Ruth Kern:

· Reported she has a lot of experience and expertise in sustainability

· Moving to a Fresno County Housing residential development that is certified green by the City of Fresno eco friendly

Dave Moll:

· Handed out the Fresno State Year of the Move card and new visitor map and guide
· DRMS goals sheet 

Further ideas:



Field trip to Sunset Waste-Lisa Kao to get a date.   Lisa will get the hours of tours for everyone to review then everyone can email Lisa Kao at lisak@csufresno.edu dates you are unable times.  Suggestion days:  Saturday, workday, evenings, Thursday morning.  

Meeting adjourned at 9:35am 

The following handouts were supplied by Dave Moll:

Clean Air Cool Planet – Campus Carbon Calculator User’s Guide 
California State University, Fresno Sustainability Program Framework for  Action 

U.C. Santa Barbara Campus Sustainability Plan, February 2008

Busch Systems – Indoor and Outdoor Multi Sort Quad bins

California State University, Fresno Department of Risk Management and Sustainability sheet 

Next meeting to be held Thursday, October 2, 2008.  Location to be announced.  If unable to attend please send a representative.  

