Sustainability Subcommittee of Campus Planning

California State University, Fresno

June 18, 2009

8:30am-9:30am

Madden Library Room 2108

Members Present:  
Ronald Durham, Alaia Howell, Andrew Jones, Ronald Leach, David Moll, Michael Mosinski, Gary Nelson, Christopher Pluhar, Jerilane Willis 


Absent:  
Amy Allen, Sue Fox, Lisa Kao, Thomas McClanahan, Briana McDonald, Joseph Oldham, James Tyner, Nate Willis

Meeting called to order by David Moll at approximately 8:35 AM

Agenda Item #1 Welcome & Introductions:

Mr. Moll changed Agenda due to scheduling conflict; needed to address items prior to leaving for another meeting. Meeting will then be turned over to Mike Mosinski.

Agenda Item #2 Review & approval, minutes from May 21 meeting.  

Deferred for next meeting which is Thursday, July 16, 2009 due to not enough members present for a quorum.

Agenda Item #3 Recycling Program Proposed Modifications – Mr. Moll

Issues with the current recycling program include limited staff (only one part-time student circulating entire campus to pick up recycling from each department), competing interests for recyclables, and increased demand for pick-up from the departments. Program was originally started by the Fresno State Track Team to raise funds, however, now the system is just used for convenience. Sunset Waste already separates garbage, recycling at about 80%. Proposed new plan to just have everyone throw away garbage as usual, and allow Sunset to continue with garbage separation and recycling. If it is still desired to separate recycling, department employees can take the items to the blue bin closest to their office. There will also be a pull-back/removal of the slotted blue recycle bins around campus (being misused anyways). Proposed Alaia Howell can work on a campaign to promote this transition; put a “spin” on the program, highlighting recycling done through Sunset and how this new system will be more efficient. Gary Nelson presented a concern that it may lead to more “garbage sifters” going through the unlocked bins and picking out the recyclables. Mr. Moll noted that even though the bins are unlocked it should actually result in less of these individuals taking the recyclables, because items would not be sorted and isolated in the blue bins, which are usually broken into anyways. We will still maintain the recycling location on Barstow, as well as hazardous waste program. Hazardous waste bill is up to $100,000, which is primarily generated by research. Gary Nelson brought up the possibility of still trying to incorporate recycling with some type of student organization, in which they would collect recycling around campus and use the money generated from recycling to fund their club. Andrew Jones proposed that there could instead be a one-unit service learning recycling program. Mr. Moll thinks it would be something worth considering. Mr. Moll also brought up an idea he thought up for a campaign which would be called “Pick Me Up Fresno State”. Littering seems to be a major issue on campus that needs to be fixed. 
Agenda Item #4 County HHW Proposed Location Update –Mr. Moll

Mr. Moll stated the original site near Barstow and Chestnut was turned down by 

the Ag Board.  Cindy Matson mentioned that the calf barn is going to be dismantled so it may be a good location for the household hazardous waste recycling center.  The location is east of the dairy and west of the warehouse on Barstow.  Leslie Kline with Fresno County HHW indicated that her budget can handle the dismantling and we can use the existing concrete pad.  There is space to have a looped driveway.  If this site is not approved it may be the project will not happen.
Agenda Item #5 Discussions on Sustainability Info Clearing House Concept –Mr. Moll

Mr. Moll spoke earlier in the week with John Bushoven, Plant Scientist at CSUF. Mr. Moll proposed to establish a type of online clearing house through which people could submit proposals for academic programs related to sustainability. Their submission would be evaluated and the system would be used for the pursuit of grants, etc. for program funding. 
Agenda Item #6 Water Use Plan & Irrigation Update – Mr. Moll
Mr. McCaughey was absent. Mr. Moll stated that Ryan McCaughey had submitted a water use plan and presented it to the board. The Tree Plan, however, is an action item. Mr. Moll felt that there were some aspects of the plan that conflicted with sustainability issues and would like to see possible modifications. Mr. Moll would like to see water consumption reduced around campus, so that the saved resources can go toward the teaching arboretum. 
Agenda Item #7 Tree Plan – Mr. McCaughey
Mr. McCaughey was absent. 
Agenda Item #8 Sustainability Day, October 21 (new date!) – Ms. Howell 

Ms. Howell noted that Sustainability Day had originally been scheduled for Tuesday, September 22, 2009; however, the date will be pushed back to Wednesday, October 21st, 2009 in order to align with the national date. This will also allow more time for preparation and organization of the event. Ms. Howell noted that she is currently in the process of reserving the Alice Peters Auditorium for a guest lecture the evening of the event. Mr. Pluhar inquired about any other locations that are going to be reserved for Sustainability Day. Ms. Howell noted that the lawn west of the Satellite Student Union was previously reserved for the event booths, but this may not be ideal due to a possibility of rain during this time of year. Mr. Nelson suggested the area around the University Student Union, due to the fact that it would be protected by the roof ledge, as well as the fact that it is in the hub of student activity. Ms. Howell liked the idea and expressed that she will be strongly taking it into consideration. 
Agenda Item #9 Fresno Green Team Report – Mr. Oldham
Mr. Oldham was absent. 
Agenda Item #10 Roundtable –All 
Meeting adjourned at approximately 9:40 AM. Next meeting will be Thursday, July 16th, 2009. Location: Madden Library Room 2108.

