Sustainability Subcommittee of Campus Planning

California State University, Fresno

November 19, 2009

8:30am-9:30am

Madden Library Room 2108

Members Present: 
Andrew Correa, Marco Diaz, Andrew Jones, Lanny Larson, Mike Mosinski, Curt Parkinson, Christopher Pluhar, David Williams, Jerilane Willis, Nate Wills
Absent:  
Andrew Bethke, Tonya Bojorquez, Oscar Casarreal, Lisa Kao, Mailee Lee, Peter McDonald, Gary Nelson
Meeting called to order by David Moll at approximately 8:35am

Agenda Item #1 Welcome & Introductions:

Agenda Item #2 Review & Approval Minutes of October 15 Meeting 
Correction to October meeting minutes: Curt Parkinson replaced Ron Durham and Ron Leach is replaced by Andrew Correa.

Motion by Nate Wills to approve minutes. Second by Lanny Larson. October minutes passed. 

Agenda item #3 Provost’s Sustainability Curriculum Task Force Update II—Pluhar 
Nothing to report. The task force has not met since the last Sustainability Subcommittee meeting, but there will a follow-up meeting in upcoming months. Mr. Moll mentioned that Alaia Howell attended and provided a report for the Sustainability Curriculum Webinar. Mr. Moll suggested that if any member finds any information or resources regarding integrating sustainability in undergraduate curriculum, that individual should forward the information to Dr. Dennis Nef. Dr. Pluhar clarified that the task force is focusing on undergraduate curriculum. 
Agenda Item #4 Student Affairs Leadership Panel Discussion—Nelson 
N/A—Gary Nelson was absent.

Agenda Item #5 Recycling Update & Diversion Report—Kao  

Mr. Moll stated Lisa Kao is out on vacation. Mr. Moll received the diversion report calculator and will be sending it out to committee members. We are currently diverting 1/3 of the waste per capita allowed at a university. We are meeting the standard for colleges and universities. Andrew Jones mentioned that many faculty members are still asking whether the university is still recycling, and is requesting that we continue to make the information more public. There is still the perception that because there are no longer any recycling bins, there is no more recycling. Lanny Larson will be printing the figures from the diversion report in the December 2009 University Journal.  Andrew Jones stated he will also present this information to Academic Senate. Chris Pluhar would also like to distribute the information to faculty among his department. Mr. Moll suggested that we also add a page to the sustainability website with this information. 

Agenda Item #6 County HHW Proposed Location Update IV—Moll 
Mr. Moll reported that Campus Planning Committee already voted to have the specific location set aside for household hazardous waste. The proposed lease is a 30-page document should be “signable” by mid-December; however, it will take some time to have the lease signed because the trustees will not approve the document until the CEQA negative declaration is finished. Mr. Moll stated that this should take approximately three months, extending the original timeframe. This runs the risk of losing grant money. Mr. Moll is trying to shorten the deadline and get the operation started as soon as possible. The next step after approval will be the presentation of a site plan and facility design which will be under review of the Sustainability Subcommittee first, and will later be passed on to Campus Planning Committee for further review. Mr. Moll may ask the Sustainability Subcommittee to review these documents off-line in order to save time. 
In regards to the design of the facility, there will be two gates: one which will be facing Lot U and used primarily for public access, while the other in the fence between the county facility and the university facility so that the county can access our facility during closed hours. Public notice will be given well in advance in regard to hours of operation. There will also be video surveillance to ensure there is no misuse of the facility. 

Mr. Larson asks what will be done on the days of football games; due to the facility location on Barstow Ave. Mr. Moll assures that the facility will not be open late enough to conflict with evening games. Because there are so few of those days, they would either just close the facility or open it for only a half day (ex. Until noon).  However, the same issue will occur on the days where there are events at the Savemart Center; the county is aware that they have to work around university operations. 
Mr. Larson asks what the building time will be once the signed lease and building materials are obtained. Mr. Moll is not sure on the exact timetable; however, it will take months because it is a permanent facility. 

Agenda Item #7 Report on Local & Regional Transportation Planning—Moll 
Mr. Moll will be meeting preliminarily with Joseph Oldham and other members of the city to discuss the executive summary which is a proposal for planners to develop a green business code. He will ask for a copy of the executive summary that he can distribute amongst subcommittee members. Mr. Williams said that he had not previously seen this document, however, he attended the last Green Team meeting where it was discussed that pervious concrete will be included in this standard. Mr. Moll also stated that there will be a proposed route which will be integrated in the Campus Master Plan. 


Agenda Item #8 Pilot Program for Sustainable Landscapes on Campus—Bushoven 

Dr. John Bushoven is from Plant Science. He provided a map of the campus arboretum, which includes approximately 4,000 trees. Approximately 150 acres of the campus is green, which consumes nearly 4 million gallons of water per week. He stated that we need to (1) assess the amount of water usage and (2) determine canopy coverage before determining how to improve the situation. He also assured that we do have a strong support system of students willing to get involved. Before he left, Mr. McCaughey was convinced (along with President Welty) to minimize seeding and watering on the south side of the Satellite Student Union. Further evaluation and action, such as this, needs to be done around campus in order to conserve more water. He stated while we do not need to go to extremes, there is a need to maintain the aesthetic appeal with less water consumption. This needs to be integrated in the Campus Master Plan. 
Mr. Moll asks what will be the timeframe for the university getting involved in the pilot project for Sustainable Sites Initiative. Mr. Bushoven stated that February is the deadline; however, it is targeted toward construction projects that are new. 
Mr. Mosinski took notice of some planting and landscaping adjustments already being made. Mr. Bushoven also brought attention to the subcommittee that our campus arboretum has no director. He stated that without a director, we technically do not have an arboretum. Mr. Moll suggested that the arboretum subcommittee, in the absence of the director, draft a revised operating plan involving water conservation to be shared with the SSC and eventually pushed to the Campus Planning Committee. Mr. Moll also asks if Mr. Bushoven can return to the subcommittee meetings at least once a month for updates. 

Agenda Item #9 Fresno Green Team Report—Williams 
Due to furloughs, he reported at the last Green Team Meeting on behalf of Mr. Moll and the Sustainability Subcommittee. Joseph Oldham reported on the tax rebates for homeowners who add solar panels. There will be a presentation to council in regards to energy and water efficiency. Representatives attended from the group Grid Alternatives, which utilizes volunteers to weatherize low income homes in the area. There was also discussion of safety with the bicycle paths in the city of Fresno. 
Agenda Item #10 Library Green Team Report—McDonald 
N/A—Peter McDonald was absent. 
Agenda Item #11 Roundtable—All:


Nothing to report. 

Next Meeting: Thursday, January 21st
