Sustainability Subcommittee of Campus Planning

California State University, Fresno

January 21, 2010

8:30am-9:30am

Madden Library Room 2108

Members Present: 
Andrew Bethke, Tonya Bojorquez, Andrew Correa, Marco Diaz, Andrew Jones, Lisa Kao, Lanny Larson, Mailee Lee, Peter McDonald, Mike Mosinski, Gary Nelson, Christopher Pluhar, David Williams, Jerilane Willis, Nate Wills

Absent:  
Oscar Casarreal, David Moll, Curt Parkinson

Meeting called to order by Mike Mosinski at approximately 8:35am

Agenda Item #1 Welcome & Introductions:


David Moll was absent due to illness. Mr. Mosinski directed the meeting. 
Agenda Item #2 Review & Approval Minutes of November 19, 2009 Meeting 

Motion by David Williams to approve minutes. Second by Marco Diaz. November minutes passed. 

Agenda item #3 Earth Day 2010—Howell 

Ms. Howell started by clarifying that while Sustainability Day is a student-run event, Earth Day is organized primarily by faculty and staff. However, upon Mr. Moll’s request, she did research into what events are being done at other universities and will assist faculty in organizing the event as needed. Proposed event activities included a “Stuff Swap” event in which students and employees were encouraged to bring unwanted items from home and participate in a campus-wide exchange. Dr. Jones suggested that we possibly re-name it a “Free-Cycle”. Other suggested activities included a Sustainability Showcase in the Henry Madden Library, “Eat Green, Save Green” workshop in the University Dining Hall, and model dorm display. Howell also suggested a Blind Bottled Water Tasting demonstration, which Mr. Williams agreed would be a good idea to coordinate with his display. Mr. Larson made aware, however, the fact that if the test is not successful, it may work against the purpose of the demonstration. Dr. Jones added that if we put the tap in regular water bottles, and people are not able to distinguish between the two, then it should be successful. Ms. Howell suggested a film screening tent at the event. Mr. Williams suggested the film FLOW: For the Love of Water. Dr. McDonald suggested possibly coordinating with “Fresno Film Works” Cineculture, which takes place the second Friday of every month. Mr. Mosinski suggested that an Earth Day Planning Committee be formed and begin organizing at the next Sustainability Subcommittee meeting. Dr. Pluhar stated that will be a little too close to the event and it would be best if we began as soon as possible. Lanny Larson, Christopher Pluhar, Andrew Correa, Andrew Bethke, Peter McDonald, Mike Mosinski and Alaia Howell agreed to participate in the Earth Day Committee. Dr. McDonald stated he will contact Susan Christiansen for meeting locations, and suggested that Sally Ramage be contacted as well. Mr. Larson asked what day Earth Day is supposed to take place; Dr. Jones clarified that it will be Thursday, April 22nd. 
Agenda Item #4 Student Affairs Leadership Panel Discussion—Nelson 

Mr. Nelson stated that this event is upon the request of Dr. Oliaro. The Student Affairs Leadership Team meets on Wednesdays from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. The panel discussions usually take approximately 30 minutes at the beginning of the meetings. Nelson needed to determine which students to have on the panel and what questions would be asked. Mr. Nelson stated that the panel consists of approximately four to five students, some of which can include the student representatives within the Sustainability Subcommittee. Andrew Bethke, Tonya Bojorquez, and Alaia Howell agreed to participate in the event. Upcoming meeting dates include February 17th, March 17th and April 21st. Howell suggested that it may be best to have it on the April 21st meeting date in order to coordinate it with Earth Day on April 22nd.  Bethke, Bojorquez and Howell agreed that it would be a good date. Mr. Nelson agreed that it will also give time to prepare for the panel discussion, and stated that it would be good for the Sustainability Subcommittee to present any recommendations on what topics would be best to cover.
Agenda Item #5 Recycling Update & Diversion Report—Kao  

Lisa Kao had nothing new to report since the last meeting. Mr. Moll sent out the diversion report to the Sustainability Subcommittee members. She has also been working with Ms. Howell on adding information to the website, and continuing to publicize that Fresno State is still recycling. She is still very much interested in getting the word out. She believes having a booth on campus recycling at Earth Day will help with this effort. Indoor recycling of paper and bottles is still taking place. Mr. Mosinski stated that he was under the impression that there was a staffing issue for some time; at one point an e-mail was sent out to the departments that recycling pick-up would not be available for a week. Kao stated that we currently have only one student doing the pick-up and the student was away on vacation for that week.
Agenda Item #6 Provost’s Sustainability Curriculum Task Force Update #3—Pluhar

Dr. Pluhar had nothing to report. There had not been a meeting since the previous Sustainability Subcommittee meeting in November. 
Agenda Item #7 County HHW Proposed Location Update V—Moll
Mr. Moll was not present to report on the topic. Lisa Kao was able to review the final version of the lease; currently waiting to hear whether or not the lease has been approved. If this lease is not passed, then construction of the household hazardous waste site will not take place. The grant deadline for the construction of the hazardous waste site passed; therefore funds were unable to be retrieved. 
Agenda Item #8 Fresno Green Team Report—Williams 
Mr. Williams reported that the city’s energy audit program is fairly successful. Auditors go into the homes and create a vacuum sealed environment and use thermal detection guns to determine where heat and energy is being exchanged most in the household. While it was assumed that it would be primarily in the windows and doors, AC vents and registers turned out to be the main culprits of heat and energy loss/absorption in the household. The city is currently working to get a program where customers can get solar installed in homes and put on tax bills. There is a non-profit organization by the name of GRID Alternatives that does solar panel installation on low-income homes. Also discussing bicycle lanes in Fresno; safety is the prime issue. There are currently different agencies working together to determine which routes would be best to put bike lanes in. Some east/west routes are simply not suitable. 
Agenda Item #9 Library Green Team Report—McDonald 

Dr. McDonald reported that they are currently in the process of trying to develop a website. There is a possibility that their site developer may be moving. The Green Team did wait until October to see what the Sustainability website (through the Department of Risk Management & Sustainability) would look like. Dr. McDonald stated that the site’s primary aim is to look at the practical ways in which units on campus can “go green”. There is not a set timeline as to when the website will be developed and completed. The Green Team continues to meet approximately once every two months. There are some huge efforts, on the national level, for libraries to engage in sustainability education. Dr. McDonald also wanted to bring the Womack Lecture Series to the committee’s attention; this lecture series had been reasonably well funded in the past, however, in the downturn of the economy it had been put on hiatus. The provost requested that we currently do not bring in a high-cost lecturer. There are to be two lectures a year: one lecture that would take place as a two-day seminar on how to get published and the second lecture that would deal on a progressive issue of some sort. Dr. McDonald is willing to bring in either a “big-name” lecturer or a lesser known speaker along with a discussion panel in the fall. He would be willing to bring up a number of names to report to the committee at the next meeting, and make this particular lecture pertain to sustainability. He clarified that big-name lecturers are usually booked up to 8 months in advance. Dr. McDonald also suggested the possibility of getting other universities involved (i.e. San Jose, Chico, etc.). Mr. Larson suggested that it may be a good centerpiece for Sustainability Day in October. Dr. McDonald agreed and stated that he will bring up the idea to his committee. 
Agenda Item #10 Roundtable—All  

Tonya Bojorquez reported that the Green Issue has not met yet for the spring semester. Membership, however, is growing in numbers; students are coming from a variety of disciplines, not just engineering. Last semester the group did do some community service with GRID Alternatives and will continue to do that in the spring. 
Alaia Howell is currently working on a student survey on bicycle usage and alternative transportation.

David Williams reported that he is currently leading tours at the surface water plant on Chestnut Ave. This is done for a variety of groups, free of charge. Up until five years ago, Fresno had been dependent on ground water. Upcoming events include the Fix-A-Leak Week, which was very successful last year, and the Second Annual Waterwise Plant Exchange on May 8th. Last year the plant exchange hosted approximately 300 participants, and Mr. Williams expects those numbers to double based on last years success. Cuttings are brought in and nurseries also donate a number of climate-friendly species; all participants walked out with a plant. The event promotes the use of water-efficient plants in gardening.
Mr. Mosinski reported that the farm is still heavily involved in working on future water challenges that the university will face. 

Lanny Larson reported that there will be an International Water Tech Conference in Clovis at the Veterans Memorial Center on May 11th and 12th. He will continue to serve on the Sustainability Subcommittee despite the fact that some of his duties have changed; more involved as primary news coordinator. 

Dr. McDonald reported that the international corporate giant CEMEX recently bought half of Jessie Morrow Mountain and Dr. McDonald has been the director of the coalition to review the DEIR. It is arguably going to be the most grotesque mountaintop mining in California to date. Santa Clara County spent 7 million dollars to fight CEMEX and lost. He believes that we have an excellent group of individuals capable of writing a letter of response to the DEIR. Dr. McDonald explained the severe impact of the mining and its destruction of Kings Canyon. 
Meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:20 a.m. 

Next Meeting: Thursday, February 18th 
