College of Science and Mathematics
First Annual Convocation
Friday, May 16, 2014 at 4:00 p.m.
Save Mart Center
Graduate Arrival Time: 3:30 p.m.

Information for graduates participating in the Convocation

Registration 

Summer 2014, Spring 2014, Fall 2013, and Summer 2013 Graduates are invited to attend, however, you must register online for the Convocation by April 25, 2014. 

Cap, Gown, and Hood (Hood for Master Degree students only)

Only those students dressed in proper academic regalia (cap, gown, and hood) will be allowed to participate.  Graduates are responsible for ordering regalia through the Kennel Bookstore.  Please contact the bookstore (559-278-4062) if you have any questions. You must pick it up from the bookstore prior to the arriving to the ceremony.  It will not be available for pick-up at the Save Mart Center.

[bookmark: c]Location

The Save Mart Center is located at the corner of Shaw and Chestnut Avenue.  Graduates will enter at the loading dock on the northeast end of the Save Mart Center.
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Parking 

Graduating students should park in Lot P2 (formerly Lot V) and their family/guests may park in Save Mart Center Parking Lot.  Parking will be relaxed for the event.  Guests with mobility concerns may be dropped off at the circle drive off Shaw Ave. immediately adjacent to the Student Recreation Center (just west of the Save Mart Center).  Handicap parking lots are Lot 5 (directly behind Save Mart Center), and in Lots P1, P5 and P6.  

Arrival Time and Check-in 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Graduating students should plan to arrive by 3:30 p.m. at the loading dock at the northeast end of the Save Mart Center.   Please be sure to arrive with your cap, gown and hood to check in and receive a name card.  The ceremony will begin promptly at 4:00 p.m. and will last approximately 60 minutes.  Only those students dressed in academic regalia will be allowed to participate.  Until you reach the stage, you must have your name card with you at all times. 

[bookmark: f]Graduate Seating

College staff will line up the graduates in 2 lines by department inside the loading dock area of the Save Mart Center.  The graduates will walk in first, then the Faculty followed by the Platform party, into the Save Mart Center.  They will proceed to the row of seats designated for each department and be seated. Ushers will be available for seating assistance.  The first graduate in each row will carry a sign bearing the name of the department.  During the ceremony, ushers on each side of the row will prompt graduates when to rise and move toward the stage.  Please watch the ushers for the cue to rise.  Graduates will exit their seats to the left and proceed to the stage.  

Guest Seating (No tickets are required for this event)

Guests will not be allowed into the Save Mart Center for seating prior to 3:45p.m.  They may sit anywhere in the arena except on the floor as that area is reserved for graduates.  Seating for guests in wheelchairs is available throughout the arena.  Guests with difficulty climbing stairs will be directed to the northwest elevator to access seating areas from the arena floor.  


Please note that balloons, food, confetti, loud horns and strollers will not be allowed inside the Save Mart Center.


[bookmark: j][bookmark: i][bookmark: h][bookmark: g][bookmark: k]Photography 

Guests may take photographs from their seats throughout the event.  Guests will not be permitted on the floor, nor can they leave their seat to get closer to the floor to take photographs.   A professional photographer will be taking photos as graduates shake hands with the dean on stage.  The email address provided at registration will be used to send graduates the complimentary proofs.  


