
2014 Faculty Research Profiles



Dear Friends and Colleagues, 
The College of Health and Human Services is proud to present 
the 2014 edition of its Faculty Research Profiles. These profiles 
serve as an important resource in bringing increased awareness 
of the research expertise our faculty within each of our academic 
departments, centers and institutes possess. We envision that the 
2014 Faculty Research Profiles will serve as a bridge to exploring new 
collaborations and partnerships, and will serve as a helpful resource 
in addressing the critical health and human services issues in the 
region. While each of our departments, centers and institutes are 
unique and distinctive, we all share one common commitment to Live 
Well Central California.

 Sincerely,

Jody Hironaka-Juteau, Interim Dean 
College of Health and Human Services

• Department of Communicative Disorders and Deaf Studies
• Department of Kinesiology
• Department of Physical Therapy
• Department of Public Health
• Department of Recreation Administration
• Department of Social Work Education/Gerontology
• School of Nursing
• Central California Center for Health and Human Services
• Central California Center for Excellence in Nursing
• Central California Children’s Institute
• Central California Social Welfare Evaluation, Research and Training Center
• Central California Sports Sciences Institute
• Central Valley Health Policy Institute
     

2014 Faculty Research Profiles
College of Health and Human Services



Mark W. Baldis, Ph.D.,  
R.C.E.P., P.T.A. 
Lecturer

Department of Kinesiology 
mbaldis@csufresno.edu 
559.278.8896 

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Health Promotion and Wellness, Rocky Mountain University of 

Health Professions
• M.A. Physical Education, California State University, Fresno
• B.A. Special Major - Exercise Science, California State University, 

Fresno 
   
Research Interests 
• Physical activity for the prevention and treatment of chronic diseases
• Prevention and physical rehabilitation of musculoskeletal injury
• Clinical exercise physiology    
        

Irán Barrera, Ph.D.  
Associate Professor

Department of Social Work Education/
Gerontology 
irbarrera@csufresno.edu 
559.278.0398     

  

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. University of Texas at Arlington   
• Ph.D. La Universidad Autonoma de Nuevo Leon  
• M.S.W. California State University, Long Beach 
• B.A. Psychology, California State University, Long Beach  

Research Interests:
• Health disparities 
• Mental health       
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John Amson Capitman, Ph.D. 
Professor  
Director 

Central Valley Health Policy Institute 
jcapitman@csufresno.edu 
559.228.2157     

    

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Social Psychology, Duke University   
• B.A. Linguistics, Yale University 
 
Research Interests:
• Inequity in health and well-being 
• Place, race/ethnicity, and public policy 
• Financing public health and personal health: local, county, and state 

infrastructure 
• Universal, sustainable, and efficient national health policies 
• Eldercare policies and programs 
• Adolescent development, teen pregnancy prevention, substance abuse 

prevention 

Marlene Bengiamin, Ph.D. 
Research Director

Central Valley Health Policy Institute 
marleneb@csufresno.edu 
559.228.2167 

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Research Methodologies, University of North Dakota  
• M.A. Sociology, University of North Dakota 
• B.A. Sociology, University of North Dakota 
 
Research Interests:
• Racial relations 
• Social determinants of health 
• Health disparity 
• Evaluation 
• Community needs assessment     

      

Bryan D. Berrett, Ed.D.,  
N.A.D. V, R.I.D. C.T./C.I.,  
N.I.C. Advanced
Associate Professor
Chair 

Department of Communicative  
Disorders and Deaf Studies 
bryanb@csufresno.edu 
559.278.7218    

 

Degrees Held: 
• Ed.D. Educational Technology and Leadership, Pepperdine University
• M.A. Recreation Administration: Special Populations, California State 

University, Chico 
• B.A. Deaf Studies, California State University, Northridge 

Research Interests:
• Leadership 
• Technology 
• Deaf studies 
• Sign language interpreting 
• Mentoring 
• Online education 
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Cynthia A Cavazos, Au.D., 
C.C.C./A. 
Lecturer 

Department of Communicative  
Disorders and Deaf Studies 
cynthiac@csufresno.edu 
559.278.6967

      

Degrees Held: 
• Au.D. Audiology, Arizona School of Health Sciences 
• M.A.  Audiology, California State University, Fresno 
• B.A . Communicative Disorders, California State University, Fresno 

 
Research Interests:
• Pediatric audiology 
• Cochlear implants       

      

Kris Clarke, Ph.D.  
Associate Professor

Department of Social Work Education/ 
Gerontology
kclarke@csufresno.edu 
559.278.2985     

       
 

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Social Work, University of Tampere, Finland
• Licentiate, Social Work, University of Tampere, Finland 
• M.S. International Relations-Development Studies,  

University of Tampere, Finland 
• B.A. English Literature, Reed College, Portland, Oregon 
  
Research Interests:
• Multiculturalism and cultural diversity in global social work education 
• Migration 
• Addiction and harm reduction 
• LGBTQ issues in social work  
• Social memory, conflict and reconciliation 

Michael G. Coles, Ph.D.
Professor 

Department of Kinesiology 
mcoles@csufresno.edu 
559.278.4166     

      

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Exercise and Sport Science, University of Utah
• M.A. Exercise Science, California State University, Fresno 
• B.A. Special Major: Biology/Physical Ed & Human Performance,  

California State University, Fresno 
 
Research Interests:
• Fitness and wellness 
• Applied exercise science: sport specific    

 

Peter Crume, Ph.D.  
Assistant Professor

Department of Communicative  
Disorders and Deaf Studies 
pcrume@csufresno.edu 
559.278.0351 

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Educational Psychology, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
• M.A. Adult Education, East Carolina University 
• B.A. Psychology, East Carolina University 

Research Interests:
• Language development of deaf children 
• Social development of deaf children 
• Literacy development of deaf children 
• ASL/English bilingual education 
• Sign language interpreting      

     

William Dailey Jr., Ed.D. 
Lecturer 

Department of Social Work Education/ 
Gerontology 
wdailey@csufresno.edu 
559.278.4212

     

Degrees Held: 
• Ed.D. Educational Leadership and Change, Fielding Graduate University
• M.P.A. California State University, Fresno 
• B.A. Religion, Azusa Pacific College (University) 
  
Research Interests:
• Elders with lifelong and acquired disabilities 
• Grandparents raising their grandchildren 
• Elder stories: aging matters 
• Elders in the LGBT community     

       



Pilar De La Cruz-Reyes,  
M.S.N., R.N. 
Director 

Central California Center for  
Excellence in Nursing  
pdelacruz@csufresno.edu
559.228.2155

Degrees Held: 
• M.S.N. California State University, Dominguez Hills  
• B.S.N. California State University, Dominguez Hills 
 
Research Interests:
• Increasing the diversity of healthcare professionals in California
• Impact of transitional to practice programs for new graduates
• Increasing the number of minority nurse leaders in California  

         
  

Nancy A. Delich, Ed.D., MATS, 
L.C.S.W., P.P.S.C.  
Assistant Professor 

Department of Social Work Education/  
Gerontology
ndelich@csufresno.edu
559.472.9917

Degrees Held: 
• Ed.D. Educational Leadership, Seattle University
• Masters in Transforming Spirituality, Seattle University
• M.S.W. San Diego State University
• B.A. Psychology, California State University, Northridge

Research Interests:
•  Mental health issues within the Deaf and hard of hearing communities 

including related hearing family members
• Shame and resiliency among segments of the Deaf community
• Social Work and Spirituality
• Social connectedness and empowerment    

     

Donna DeRoo, A.B.D., M.P.A. 
Assistant Director 

Central California Center for  
Health and Human Services 
dderoo@csufresno.edu 
559.228.2160 

Degrees Held: 
• A.B.D. Educational Leadership and Change, Fielding Graduate University
• M.P.A. Public Administration, California State University, Dominguez Hills
• B.A. English, California State University, Fresno  

Research Interests:
• Grant writing and development 
• Project and program development 
• Evaluation 
• Sustainability  
• Quality improvement      

   

Danette K. Dutra, Ed.D.,  
M.S.N, F.N.P.-C  
Assistant Professor

School of Nursing 
ddutra@csufresno.edu 
559.278.5615    

 

   

Degrees Held: 
• Ed.D. University of San Francisco
• M.S.N. F.N.P. California State University, Fresno 
• M.A. Exercise Physiology, California State University, Fresno
• B.S.N. California State University, Fresno 

Research Interests:
• Development of teaching pedagogies
• Utilizing standardized patients in schools of nursing 
• Transition from student nurse to registered nurse 
• The implementation of active/learner centered methodologies
• Holistic approach to care of the diabetic patient 

L-Jay Fine, Ph.D.   
Professor Emeritus

Department of Recreation Administration 
larryf@csufresno.edu 
559.278.2629

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Southern Illinois University 
• M.S. Southern Connecticut State University 
• B.S. University of New Hampshire

Research Interests:
• Collaborative leadership 
• Service learning 
• Research methods      
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Barbara Foster, M.S.W. 
Lecturer 

Central California Social Welfare Evaluation,  
Research & Training Center
bfoster@csufresno.edu 
559.228.4093 

Degrees Held: 
• M.S.W. California State University, Fresno
• B.A. Social Work, California State University, Fresno 
    
Research Interests:
• Child welfare/foster care 
• Aging/adult protective services 
• Organizational change      

       

David J. Foster, M.S.W., 
L.C.S.W. 
Lecturer 
Director 

  
Central California Social Welfare Evaluation,  
Research & Training Center
davidfo@csufresno.edu 
559.228.4055

Degrees Held: 
• M.S.W. California State University, Fresno
• B.A. Social Welfare, California State University, Fresno 

Research Interests:
• Social welfare policy and policy implementation 
• Child Welfare 
• Administration and organizational change    

        
 

Don Freed, Ph.D.  
Professor

Department of Communicative  
Disorders and Deaf Studies 
donfr@csufresno.edu 
559.278.2029

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Speech Pathology, University of Oregon   
• M.A. Early Childhood Special Ed./Speech Pathology,  

University of Oregon 
• B.A. Speech Pathology, University of Oregon 

Research Interests:
• Adult speech and language disorders     

        
 

Jenelle N. Gilbert, Ph.D.,  
C.C.-A.A.S.P.
Professor

Department of Kinesiology 
jgilbert@csufresno.edu 
559.278.8902

   

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Education - Psychopedagogy, University of Ottawa 
• M.A. Human Kinetics - University of Ottawa
• Bachelor of Education - Physical Education, University of Ottawa 
• Bachelor of Physical Education - (Honors) University of Ottawa 

Research Interests:
• Applied sport psychology intervention 
• Sport psychology with high school athletes 
• Stress and coping 
• Sport psychology curriculum development    

        

Marie Gilbert, M.A., R.N., 
C.H.S.E. 
Lecturer 

School of Nursing 
mgilbert@csufresno.edu 
559.278.1672

Degrees Held: 
• M.A. Education, Fresno Pacific University
• B.Sc. Honors in Nursing Studies, Royal College of Nursing Institute, 

London, United Kingdom 

Research Interests:
• Healthcare simulation 
• Interprofessional simulation 
• Performance assessment/evaluation     

       



Cyndi Guerra, D.N.P.,  
F.N.P.-C, M.S.N, R.N. 
Assistant Professor

School of Nursing 
cyguerra@csufresno.edu 
559.278.7978 

Degrees Held: 
• D.N.P. University of San Francisco
• M.S.N., F.N.P.-C, California State University, Fresno  
• B.S.N. California State University, Fresno 
• Credentialed School Nurse, California State University, Fresno

Research Interests:
• Adolescent diabetes 
• Cultural diversity in healthcare 
• Minorities and higher education     

        

Wade Gilbert, Ph.D. 
Professor

Department of Kinesiology 
wgilbert@csufresno.edu 
559.278.5170

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Psychopedagogy, University of Ottawa
• M.A. Human Kinetics, University of Ottawa 
• B.P.E (Honors), University of Ottawa 

Research Interests:
• Talent development 
• Youth sports 
• High performance sport 
• Sport coaching

Tim Hamel, M.S. 
Lecturer 

Department of Kinesiology 
thamel@csufresno.edu 
559.278.6049
     

Degrees Held: 
• M.S. Kinesiology, California State University, Fullerton 
• B.A. Psychology, California State University, Fresno

Research Interests:
• Coach effectiveness 
• Performance enhancement 
• Stress management      

       

Debra Harris, Ph.D.  
Professor

Department of Social Work Education/
Gerontology 
dharris@csufresno.edu 
559.278.2966

   

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Social Work, University of Texas, Arlington 
• M.S.W. Our Lady of the Lake University 
• B.A. Social Welfare and Psychology, Texas Tech University 

Research Interests:
• Education 
• Drugs and alcohol 
• Program evaluation 
• Developmental disabilities      

      

Cheryl J. Hickey, P.T., M.P.T.,  
M.S., Ed.D. 
Associate Professor

Department of Physical Therapy 
cherylba@csufresno.edu 
559.278.3030

Degrees Held: 
• Ed.D. Educational Leadership, UC Davis/ 

California State University, Fresno 
• M.S. Counseling, California State University, Fresno  
• M.P.T. California State University, Fresno 
• B.S. Physical Therapy, California State University, Fresno 

Research Interests:
• Language and cultural barriers in health care, emphasis on physical 

therapy 
• Isokinetic norms for the upper extremity 
• Inter-professional, international and student/faculty collaboration for 

public health initiatives      
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Cassandra Joubert, Sc.D.
Professor 
Director 

Central California Children’s Institute 
cjoubert@csufresno.edu 
559.228.2166

Degrees Held: 
• Sc.D. Maternal and Child Health, Johns Hopkins University 
• Graduate Certificate Infant-Parent Mental Health, University of 

Massachusetts, Boston
• B.S. Developmental Psychology, Howard University  

Research Interests:
• Effects of infant-caregiver relationships on infant mental health
• Effects of parenting styles and sensory profiles on children’s mental health
• Developing community systems of care for children birth to three  

         
  

David A. Kinnunen, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 

Department of Kinesiology 
dkinnunen@csufresno.edu
559.278.7389

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Kinesiology, Michigan State University
• M.P.E. Athletic Administration, Idaho State University 
•  B.A. Secondary Education, Physical Education, History,  

Idaho State University

Research Interests:
• Human growth and motor development 
• Dynamic systems theory
• Human performance and skill acquisition
• Developmental constraints
• Lifespan motor development
• Elementary physical education     

    

Suzanne Kotkin-Jaszi,  
Dr. P.H., M.S.P.H.
Professor

Department of Public Health 
skotkin@csufresno.edu 
559.278.5387

Degrees Held: 
• Dr. P.H. Health Policy and Management, School of Public Health, University 

of California, Berkeley   
• M.S.P.H. Health Administration, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
• B.S. Conservation of Natural Resources, University of California, Berkeley

Research Interests:
• American Indians and cancer management 
• Community health workers (Promotores) 
• Improving health services delivery to underserved populations 
• Health disparities  
• Women’s health

Jaymin Kwon, Ph.D., M.S. 
Assistant Professor

Department of Public Health 
jkwon@csufresno.edu 
559.278.5169

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Environmental Sciences, Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey
• Ph.D. (joint degree) Exposure Sciences, University of Medicine and 

Dentistry of New Jersey
• M.S. Food and Biotechnology, Yonsei University, Korea 
• M.S. Environmental Sciences, Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey
• B.S. Food and Biotechnology, Yonsei University, Korea 

Research Interests:
• Exposure assessment to air pollutants 
• Maternal and children’s exposure assessment 
• Real-time measurement of pollutants and time-location data
• Asthmatic children’s study

Catherine G. R. Jackson,  
Ph.D., FACSM
Professor 

Department of Kinesiology
cgrjack@csufresno.edu
559.278.5166

   
   

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Exercise Physiology, Anatomy Cognate,  

University of Colorado, Boulder
• M.A. Chemistry, Montclair State University, N.J. 
• B.A. Chemistry/Physics, Minor-Biology, Montclair State University, N.J.

Research Interests:
• Muscle and Space Physiology 
• Fluids and Hydration
• Exercise & Sport Nutrition
• Aging        

     



Sam Lankford, Ph.D.  
Professor
Chair

 Department of Recreation Administration
slankford@csufresno.edu
559.278.2624     

      

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Leisure Studies & Services - Tourism, University of Oregon
• Master of Urban & Regional Planning, University of Oregon
• M.A. Recreation and Park Administration, California State University, Chico
• B.A. Geography-Community & Regional Planning, California State 

University, Chico

Research Interests:
• Tourism and recreation impacts  

(economic, social, cultural and environmental) on local communities.
• Survey research
• Sustainability, Livable Cities and Well Being
• Management of recreation services
•  Recreation in isolated environments (islands and the Arctic)
• Social Capital, Livability and Well Being    

Gyanesh Lama, Ph.D.  
Assistant Professor

Department of Social Work Education/
Gerontology 
glama@csufresno.edu 
559.278.0397     

      

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Social Work, Washington University
• M.S.W. Social Work, Washington University 
• B.S.W. Social Work, Kathmandu University 

Research Interests:
• Social development, poverty, institutions, the “middle class” 
• Geo-spatial mapping (GIS) —mapping poverty, health and social 

disparities 
• Indigenous peoples and self-governance 
• Equanimity, universality and diversity     

 

Dawn K. Lewis, Ph.D.  
Associate Professor

Department of Kinesiology 
dalewis@csufresno.edu 
559.278.8517

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Michigan State University 
• M.S. Michigan State University 
• B.A. Hunter College of the City, University of New York 
  
Research Interests:
• Psychology of sport injury 
• Performance psychology in sport and exercise 
• Children and adolescents in sport and exercise 
• Physical education pedagogy     

       

Mitzi A. Lowe, Ph.D., M.S.W.
Interim Associate Dean 

College of Health and Human Services 
Department of Social Work Education/
Gerontology 
mlowe@csufresno.edu 
559.278.4004     

 

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Educational Policy Studies and Evaluation: Emphasis in Higher 

Education, University of Kentucky   
• M.S.W. Social Work, California State University, Fresno 
• B.S. Criminology, California State University, Fresno 

Research Interests:
• Collaboration 
• Juvenile justice 
• Higher education leadership and service learning  
• Mentoring
• LGBTQ elder care   

Christine Maul, Ph.D.  
Assistant Professor

Department of Communicative  
Disorders and Deaf Studies 
cmaul@csufresno.edu 
559.278.3938

  

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Education, University of California, Santa Barbara 
• M.A. Communicative Sciences and Disorders,  

California State University, Fresno 
• B.A. History, California State University, Fresno 

Research Interests:
• Child language disorders 
• Autism 
• Augmentative and alternative communication 
• Literacy acquisition      
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Helen Miltiades, Ph.D.  
Associate Professor

Department of Social Work Education/
Gerontology 
hmiltiades@csufresno.edu 
559.278.7253

    

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Gerontology, University of Massachusetts, Boston
• M.A. Gerontology, University of Massachusetts, Boston 
• B.S. Psychology, Malone 
   
Research Interests:
• Health care disparities and access to care 
• Elder abuse 
• Program evaluation      

       

John McMillen, Ph.D., J.D. 
Professor

Department of Kinesiology 
jmcmillen@csufresno.edu 
559.278.1123

   

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Educational Administration, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
• M.Ed. Educational Administration, University of Nebraska-Lincoln
• J.D. Drake University Law School 
• B.A. Psychology, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
 
Research Interests:
• Equity and the law 
• Sport art law 
• Disability access       

      

Justine J. McAlpine, M.A. 
Lecturer 

Department of Kinesiology 
jmcalpin@csufresno.edu 
559.278.8903

     

Degrees Held: 
• M.A. Adapted Physical Education, Humboldt State University 
• B.A. Kinesiology, Athletic Training, San Diego State University
 
Research Interests:
• Aquatic fitness and older adults 
• Fitness assessment in the aquatic environment 
• Water safety 
• Elementary physical education     

       

Mary Ann McCarthy, Ed.D.,  
R.N., C.N.S., P.H.N., S.T.A.H. 
Assistant Professor

School of Nursing 
mamccarthy@csufresno.edu
559.278.4165

     

Degrees Held: 
• Ed.D. Educational Leadership, California State University, Fresno
• M.S. Nursing, California State University, Fresno 
• B.S. Nursing, College of Mount St. Joseph, Ohio 
 
Research Interests:
• Student success 
• Mentoring 
• NCLEX pass rates 
• Student leadership      

      

Sylvia Miller, Ed.D., R.N. 
Associate Professor

School of Nursing 
symiller@csufresno.edu 
559.278.4788

    

Degrees Held: 
• Ed.D. Curriculum and Program Evaluation, University of San Francisco
• M.A.Ed. California State University, Fresno 
• M.S.N. California State University, Fresno 
• B.S.N. California State University, Fresno 
 
Research Interests:
• Palliative care 
• End of life care and the mentally challenged 
• Spirituality and nursing care 
• Curriculum development      

      



Salvador Montana, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor

Department of Social Work Education/ 
Gerontology
Central California Social Welfare Evaluation,  
Research & Training Center 
smontana@csufresno.edu 
559.278.8581

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Social Work, University of Texas, Austin 
• M.S.W. California State University, Fresno 
• B.A. Political Science, University of California, Santa Barbara
  
Research Interests:
• Social welfare policy 
• Human services organizations 
• Quantitative research methods 
• Child welfare policy and practice 
• Central California human services issues   

 

Stephanie D. Moore-Reed, 
Ph.D., A.T.C. 
Assistant Professor

Department of Kinesiology 
sdmreed@csufresno.edu 
559.278.0255

  

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Rehabilitation Science, University of Kentucky
• M.S. Athletic Training, Illinois State University 
• B.S. Athletic Training, University of Central Missouri 

Research Interests:
• Prevention and treatment of shoulder injuries 
• Orthopedic outcomes 
• Manual therapy techniques      

       

Jacobo Morales, Ph.D.
Professor

Department of Kinesiology 
jacobom@csufresno.edu 
559.278.5168    

 

 

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Exercise Physiology, University of Maryland, College Park 
• M.A. Exercise Physiology, University of Maryland, College Park
• B.A. Physical Education, University of Puerto Rico, Mayagüez 
 
Research Interests:
• Exercise efficiency and its association to the surface EMG power spectrum
• Exercise-induced fatigue and changes to the surface EMG power 

spectrum
• Power-velocity relationships of intact human skeletal muscle during cycle 

ergometry
• Physiological demands and responses of crossfit performance
       

Nancy Nisbett, Ed.D.,  
C.T.R.S., R.T.C.  
Professor  

Department of Recreation Administration
nancyni@csufresno.edu 
559.278.7886

 

Degrees Held: 
• Ed.D. Educational Leadership, University of California Davis/California 

State University, Fresno   
• M.A. Therapeutic Recreation, Central Michigan University 
• B.A. Communication, Michigan State University 

Research Interests:
• Inclusive recreation 
• Youth development 
• Pedagogy 
• Accessible tourism      

      

Paul W. Ogden, Ph.D.  
Professor Emeritus

Department of Communicative  
Disorders and Deaf Studies 
paulo@csufresno.edu 
559.278.2782 

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Educational Psychology, University of Illinois at Urbana
• M.A. Educational Psychology, University of Illinois at Urbana
• B.A. Mathematics and Computers, Antioch College 

Research Interests:
• Parent education 
• Education of deaf and hard of hearing children 
• Fundraising and development   
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Helda Pinzon-Perez, Ph.D., 
M.P.H., M.S., R.N., F.N.P., 
C.N.S. 
Professor

Department of Public Health 
hpinzonp@csufresno.edu 
559.278.5329   

   

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Health Education, Pennsylvania State University 
• M.S.N. California State University, Fresno 
• M.P.H. California State University, Fresno 
• M.S. California State University, Fresno 
• B.S.N. Pontificia Universidad Javeriana 

Research Interests:
• International health 
• Alternative medicine and holistic health 
• Hispanic health 
• Hmong health       

  

Frances Pomaville, Ph.D.,  
C.C.C.-S.L.P. 
Assistant Professor

Department of Communicative  
Disorders and Deaf Studies 
fpomavil@csufresno.edu 
559.278.2732

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Capella University, Minneapolis, Minnesota
• M.A. Speech-Language Pathology, California State University, Fresno
• B.A. Communicative Disorders and Deaf Studies, California State 

University, Fresno 
   
Research Interests:
• Efficacy of speech therapy with deaf and hard of hearing individuals
• Treatment for individuals with traumatic brain injury 
• Assessment and treatment of voice disorders    

        
 

Mohammad A. Rahman, 
Ph.D. 
Associate Professor

Department of Public Health 
mrahman@csufresno.edu 
559.278.4222

    

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Health Policy, Brandeis University  
• M.S.P. Social Policy, Brandeis University 
• M.S.S. Economics, University of Dhaka 
• B.S.S. Economics (Honors), University of Dhaka 

Research Interests:
• Health economics 
• Economic evaluation and cost effectiveness analysis 
• Tele-health and telemedicine      

       

Christine Ortiz, R.N., Ph.D., 
P.H.N. 
Assistant Professor

School of Nursing 
cortiz@csufresno.edu 
559.278.2835

     

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. University of California, San Francisco, School of Nursing 
• M.S.N. Community Health Clinical Specialist,  

University of California, San Francisco, School of Nursing 
• B.S.N. California State University, Fresno   

Research Interests:
• HIV/AIDS
• Palliative Care
• Community/Public Health
•  Hospice Nursing  

Miguel A. Perez, Ph.D., 
M.C.H.E.S. 
Professor 

Department of Public Health 
mperez@csufresno.edu 
559.278.2897

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Health Education, Penn State 
• M.S. Health Education, Penn State
• B.A. Research in Mental Health, California State University,  

Dominguez Hills 
  
Research Interests:
• Global health 
• Adolescent health 
• Cultural competence 
• Health literacy       

     



Monica Rivera, P.T., M.S., 
D.P.T.Sc. 
Assistant Professor 

Department of Physical Therapy 
morivera@csufresno.edu
559.278.2052

  
   

Degrees Held: 
• D.P.T.Sc. University of California, San Francisco 
• M.S. Neurological Physical Therapy, Samuel Merritt College
• Physical Therapy Certificate, UCLA Hospital and Clinics
•  B.S. Health Science, California State University, Northridge

Research Interests:
•  Mobility and spatial cognitive development
• Infant crawling kinematics
• Brain injury and rehabilitation in pediatrics and adults
• Perception action coupling
• Motor development      

    

Scott R. Sailor, Ed.D., A.T.C. 
Associate Professor 
Chair 

Department of Kinesiology 
ssailor@csufresno.edu 
559.278.2543

  
   

Degrees Held: 
• Ed.D. Educational Leadership, California State University, Fresno/University 

of California, Davis   
• M.S. Exercise and Sports Sciences-Athletic Training, University of Arizona
• B.S. Special Major-Athletic Training, California State University, Fresno 

Research Interests:
• Clinical education 
• Interprofessional education 
• Concussion (sport related, MTBI) 
• Youth sports injuries      

      

Kathleen Rindahl, D.N.P., 
F.N.P.-C 
Assistant Professor

School of Nursing 
krindahl@csufresno.edu 
559.278.3491

  

Degrees Held: 
• D.N.P. Western University of Health Sciences 
• M.S.N. California State University, Fresno 
• B.S.N. California State University, Los Angeles 
  
Research Interests:
• Eating disorders and school age children 
• Rural health and health disparities 
• Cultural diversity in health care     

        

Virginia Rondero Hernandez, 
Ph.D., L.C.S.W.
Professor 
Chair

Department of Social Work Education/
Gerontology 
virginiarh@csufresno.edu 
559.278.8478

 
  

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences, Case Western Reserve 

University   
• M.S.W. Sacramento State University 
• B.A. Social Sciences, Sacramento State University 

Research Interests:
• Substance use disorders 
• Vulnerability, Shame & Shame Resilience 
• Stigma 
• Substance Use Disorders
• Health and Mental Health Disparities
• Leadership in Higher Education
• Underrepresentation of Faculty of Color in Higher Education

Janice Sanders, R.N., D.N.P.
Assistant Professor

School of Nursing
janices@csufresno.edu
559.278.2429

  

Degrees Held: 
• D.N.P. Nursing, California State University, Northern Consortium
• M.S.N. Pediatric Nurse Practitioner, California State University, Fresno
• B.S.N. Nursing, Clemson University

Research Interests:
• Mental Health
• Autism in school age children
• Recruitment and retention of minorities in nursing
• Optimal healing environments
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Bhupinder Singh, Ph.D., P.T.  
Assistant Professor

Department of Physical Therapy 
bhsingh@csufresno.edu 
559.278.2625

  

   

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation Sciences,  

The University of Iowa    
• B.A. Physical Therapy, GNDU, India 

Research Interests:
• Childhood obesity 
• Gait analysis 
• Exercise prescription 
• Biomechanics  
• Orthopedics       

   

Roger Simpson, Ph.D.,  
M.S.W., M.A.
Associate Professor

Department of Social Work Education/ 
Gerontology
rsimpson@csufresno.edu
559.278.5385

  

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. (Dual) Social Work and Sociology, University of Michigan
• M.S.W. Social Work, University of Michigan
• M.A. Sociology, University of Michigan
•  B.A. Sociology, Whittier College

Research Interests:
• Cultural diversity
• Health care disparities
• Spirituality and social support
• Social Work Education

Samendra Sherchan, Ph.D., 
M.S. 
Assistant Professor

Department of Public Health
ssherchan@csufresno.edu
559.278.4747   

     

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Environmental Health Science, University of Arizona
• M.S. Environmental Microbiology, Georgia College and State University
•  B.S. Biology and Environmental Science, Georgia College and State 

University

Research Interests:
• Water quality and health
• Water reuse
• Emerging infectious diseases
• Epidemiology, public health
• Environmental microbiology, virology
• Water treatment

Dolores Siegel, M.S.W., 
L.C.S.W. 
Lecturer 

Department of Social Work Education/
Gerontology 
dsiegel@csufresno.edu 
559.278.7279

 

Degrees Held: 
• M.S.W. University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign   
• B.A. in Sociology Illinois College 
 
Research Interests:
• Mental health 
• Cultural brokers 
• Child welfare 
• Supervision       

     

Jenna Sawdon-Bea, P.T., 
Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor

Department of Physical Therapy 
jsbea@csufresno.edu 
559.278.6376   

     

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Physical Therapy, Texas Woman’s University
• M.P.T. California State University, Fresno 
• B.S. Physical Therapy, California State University, Fresno 

Research Interests:
• Osteoporosis management 
• Shoulder injuries 
• Knee and ankle injuries 
• Running injuries and prevention 
• Orthopedic assessment      

  



Greg Thatcher, Ph.D., 
M.S.P.H.  
Associate Professor

Department of Public Health 
gthatcher@csufresno.edu 
559.278.8807

    

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Health Promotion and Behavior, University of South Carolina 
• M.S.P.H. Health Promotion and Behavior, University of South 

Carolina 
• B.A. Sociology, Bowling Green State University 
 
Research Interests:
• Adolescent and young adult health 
• Date/acquaintance rape 
• Alcohol and other drug reduction     

        

Steven L. Skelton, Ph.D.,  
C.C.C.-S.L.P.  
Associate Professor

Department of Communicative  
Disorders and Deaf Studies 
sskelton@csufresno.edu 
559.278.2698

  

 

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. University of California, Santa Barbara
• M.A. California State University, Fresno 
• B.A. California State University, Bakersfield 

Research Interests:
• Treatment of speech sound disorders in children 
• Motor learning applied to speech pathology 
• Research methods      

       

Ryan Soares, M.A. 
Lecturer 

Department of Recreation Administration
rsoares@csufresno.edu 
559.278.2838

  

Degrees Held: 
• M.A. Recreation Parks and Tourism, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo 
• B.A. Business Admin in Finance, California State University, Fresno 
  
Research Interests:
• Risk and group cohesion 
• Challenge courses and outcomes 
• Adventure based outcomes      

       

Marcia Thompson, D.Sc.,  
D.P.T., P.T. 
Assistant Professor

Department of Physical Therapy 
marciat@csufresno.edu 
559.278.1642 

   

Degrees Held: 
• D.Sc. Neurologic Physical Therapy, Rocky Mountain University of Health 

Professions
• D.P.T. University of the Pacific  
• B.S. Physical Therapy, Russell Sage College  
   
Research Interests:
• Fall risk and fall prevention 
• Balance and vestibular assessment and intervention 
• Cognition and gait       

  

Peggy R. Trueblood, Ph.D., P.T.
Professor
Chair

Department of Physical Therapy 
peggyt@csufresno.edu 
559.278.3008 

   

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Neurophysiology, University of California, Los Angeles 
• M.S. Kinesiology, University of California, Los Angeles 
• M.S. Physical Therapy and Clinical Specialist in Neurological Disorders, 

University Southern California 
• B.S. Physical Therapy, College of St. Scholastica, Duluth, Minnesota

Research Interests:
• Fall prevention 
• Wellness 
• Aging 
• Stroke rehabilitation  
• Post concussion   
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Paul A. Ullucci, Jr., P.T.,  
Ph.D., D.P.T., A.T.C., S.C.S., 
C.S.C.S. 
Assistant Professor

Department of Physical Therapy 
pullucci@csufresno.edu 
559.278.0500 

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Rocky Mountain University of Health Professions 
• D.P.T. Rocky Mountain University of Health Professions
• B.S. Physical Therapy, Northeastern University

Research Interests:
• Connective Tissue—Flexibility and Stiffness
• Patellofemoral dysfunction
• Manual Therapy
• Concussion
• Sports Injuries
• Orthopedic Injuries

Deborah L. Walker, P.T., D.P.T., 
O.C.S., G.C.S.   
Assistant Professor   

Department of Physical Therapy
 dewalker@csufresno.edu

559.278.0491  

Degrees Held: 
• D.P.T. Regis University
• M.P.T. University of Southern California
• B.A. Psychology, California State University, Long Beach

Research Interests:
• Local delivery of interdisciplinary healthcare
• Sarcopenia
• Fall prevention
• Healthy aging
• Age friendly cities       

     

Martha Vungkhanching, Ph.D.  
 Associate Professor  

Department of Social Work Education/ 
Gerontology

 marthavu@csufresno.edu
559.278.8741  

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Social Work and Social Administration,  

The University of Hong Kong
• M.A. Social Work, Tata Institute of Social Sciences  
• B.A. Sociology (Hons), St. Mary’s College
 
Research Interests:
• Substance abuse 
• Traumatic brain injury 
• Psychosocial assessment and support for cancer patients 
• International social work
• Social Work Education      

      

Jason Whiting, Ph.D.  
Assistant Professor   

Department of Recreation Administration 
jawhiting@csufresno.edu 
559.278.8749  

Degrees Held: 
• Ph.D. Natural Resources, Recreation and Tourism, University of Georgia
• M.S. Recreation, Park, and Tourism Administration, Western Illinois 

University  
• B.S. Recreation, Western State College of Colorado 

Research Interests:
• Natural resource management and conservation 
• Environmental education and stewardship 
• Outdoor recreation and tourism 
• Diversity and accessibility in outdoor recreation    

        

Kara Zografos, Dr. P.H., 
M.P.H. 
Associate Professor

Department of Public Health 
kzografos@csufresno.edu 
559.278.5988

   

Degrees Held: 
• Dr. P.H. Health Education, Loma Linda University   
• M.P.H. Health Promotion, California State University, Fresno 
• B.S. Health Science, California State University, Fresno 

Research Interests:
• Asthma and air quality 
• Alcohol among college students 
• Impact of religion on health outcomes     
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