Senate Bill 1368 Safe Haven Law – Commonly known as California Safely Surrendered Baby Law

On January 1, 2001, California became one of a dozen states to enact a new law that is intended to provide for the health and safety of unwanted newborn children.  The law states “that no parent or other person who has lawful custody of a minor child 72 hours old or younger may be prosecuted for child abandonment if he or she voluntarily surrenders physical custody of the child to a designated employee at a public or private hospital emergency room or other location designated by the county board of supervisors.”  No later than 48 hours after taking custody of an abandoned child, the person taking custody is required to notify the county agency responsible for giving child welfare services under W & I Code Section 16501.

Once the child welfare services agency receives notification of a surrendered newborn, a referral must be entered into the CWS/CMS system.  The referral should be entered in the system in the usual way with as much information as provided.  Record the Allegation as ‘Caretaker Absence’.

The following are the specific steps that apply to Safely Surrendered Baby Referrals.

Make sure the referral is in focus, by clicking on the ‘Existing Referral’ notebook:
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On the Special Projects page, use the plus + sign in the left corner to begin.  

Select S-Safely Surrendered Baby under the Special Project name field.

The screen will change to include the required information on a surrendered newborn.  

Complete the screen with the information required regarding the person who surrendered the child if known, along with the notification information.  

Use the ENTER button to record the Bracelet ID number that the child was given at the surrender site.  


That ID number will be populated on to the child’s Client Notebook, on the ID Num Page.  

Note:  The law allows for at least 14 days during which the mother can change her     mind and reclaim her baby.   That information must be recorded on the Special Projects page of the Referral.  
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