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Mary Shumway Tolle
                     FSC 1963 
My name is Mary Shumway Tolle.  I was born in Hollywood, California in 1941.  I was the older of 2 children born to Howard and Helen Shumway.  My brother Steven died when I was 6.  

Three of us in the Nursing Club at John Burroughs High School in Burbank, CA, chose to go to the new Nursing Program at Fresno State College. Margo Reynolds Derry, Brenda Oberstein Ashkar and I all graduated in the second class in 1963 with a BSN.  At that time we also earned our PHN certificate. To get a Health and Development Credential to be a School Nurse I took 6 units of audiology and audiometry; in 1964.  (Now it is 30 more units to get a School Nurse Credential).

I worked on the Med-Surg floor at Fresno General Hospital (later Valley Medical) for a short time and then I became a School Nurse.  After a semester of OB, I had thought that I wanted to be an OB nurse like Miss Bogoshian.  Wasn’t she wonderful?  I worried that my two weeks of pediatrics wasn’t enough training to work with children. Fortunately, Anne Gabel, Director of Health in the Fresno County Schools Office mentored me in school nursing

 I worked both part time and full time over the years, taking time off after having each of my two children.  I have worked for Sanger Unified, Clovis Unified, Kings Canyon Unified and for the Fresno County Office of Education at Special Education schools during some summers.  But most of my 27 years were spent with all the kindergarten through eighth grade students at Tollhouse and Auberry in what eventually became the Sierra Unified School District.   I retired in June of 2003.

With the advances in medicine, school nurses are seeing more students with serious medical conditions in regular schools.  Both mentally and physically handicapped students are in neighborhood schools.  I believe this is beneficial to all the students.  But now schools really do need a nurse for every campus.  The job is much more complex than it was in the 1960’s.  It is also more exciting with the increased understanding of how the brain works, how children learn and how many differences are “normal”.

I married James Tolle in August of 1962 and went to live on the Slash Lazy JT Ranch. Now Jim is a retired cattle rancher and a semi retired locksmith.  He was also a sergeant in the Reserve Sheriff’s Patrol for Fresno County for 30 years.

Our daughter, Elizabeth, was born in August of 1966.  She got her Early Childhood Education Certificate from Fresno City College and worked at a preschool.  She then took the course to be a travel and airline agent.  While she worked for United Express we were able to fly stand-by for free. When she became a stepmother and went to work for an airfreight company, we lost our flying privileges.  However now we are step-grandparents to Ali.


Our son, Steven, born in December 1969, has Down Syndrome. He went through the Fresno County Special Education schools.   Initially after graduating he was hired by the Bank of Fresno to work in the warehouse.  But when they downsized he and his boss both lost their jobs.  After that he was in supported work programs for several years.  Currently, he is hired directly by Burger King.  It is only a block from where he has his own one bedroom apartment in Fresno.  


I have been active in two organizations, The Fresno–Kings Counties Cattlewomen and the California School Nurses Organization.  The Cattlewomen were the Cowbelles when I was President in 1974-76 and I was FKCCB Cattlewoman of the year in 1977.  I was a Charter Member of the Central Valley Section of California School Nurses Organization in 1969.  CSNO conferences, meetings and workshops continued my education.  I served as committee chairs and in officer positions concluding with President in 1998-2000.  I was honored to be a CVS/CSNO School Nurse of the Year.  Jim and I have enjoyed the School Nurses International Biennial Conferences and preconference tours in Britain, Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Northern Europe, Holland, Denmark, China and Alaska. 

