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My name is Laurie Primavera. I was born in Tempe, Arizona and have lived in Fresno since I was five years old. I come from a long line of nurses and physicians on my mother’s side of the family. My mother, Pat Stewart, graduated from CSUF nursing program in 1967 (or 1968) as the Class Valedictorian. She was an exceptional mother, nurse as well as state and national leader in nursing. I received a BSN degree through CSUF in 1975 and completed a MSN degree through CSUF in 1984, with certification as a Family Nurse Practitioner. I have worked in a variety of settings as clinician, part-time nursing faculty and administration, including serving as CEO for Sequoia Community Health Foundation, Inc from 12/94 to 8/2001.  I am an alumna with the California Health Care Foundation Leadership program and received two years of additional leadership development through this wonderful program. I am currently employed as the Associate Director for the Central Valley Health Policy Institute. I serve on several community boards including the Board of Directors for Community Medical Centers, Healthy Communities Access Project, a consortium of health care organizations designed to address primary care and safety net needs in Fresno County, and the Fresno County Children’s Health Initiative Executive Committee. I am married to Dr. Gaines Thomas, a clinical psychologist and have two adorable West Highland Terriers (Westies) that serve as our “kids.” 

