Tina Loewen Merklinger


CSUF 1991

Briefly tell about your family history:

My name is Tina Loewen Merklinger I was born in Reedley, CA. I was the youngest of 3 children born to John & Judy Loewen. I was the 3rd to go to college in my family, and the 1st nurse in my family. I graduated from FSC/CSUF in 1991. I married Bruce Merklinger, we have 2 children, Emily age 12 and Sam age 9. I work at Johns Hopkins Bayview as an ICU nurse from 1992-current.  I also train diabetics to use an insulin pump to manage their diabetes. 

List any student nurse experiences you may remember and any faculty: 

I remember Gozil Shockness and her beautiful accent.  She was a phenomenal maternal health clinical Instructor.  Theresa was also amazing.  I absolutely loved my nursing school experience and every instructor as well.

How do you feel about nursing then and now, and in the future?

My nursing career has been challenging and exhausting but has provided me with the stimulation my brain needs! Each day brings something a little bit different.  Nursing has allowed me the flexibility to work part-time so that I could raise my children.

Any bits of wisdom you have learned over the years? (If you have changed profession, how has your nursing education helped?)

Everything you do, somehow prepares you for the next “thing”, whatever that “thing” may be.

