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My name is Byra Purvine McDougall, I was born in Petaluma, Ca.  I was the third of 3 girls born to Arthur and Charlotte Purvine.  I was the last one to finish college and the only nurse in my family other than a distant cousin.  The family tradition was the teaching profession and I rejected that.  I went to St. Luke’s School of Nursing in San Francisco from high school and graduated as a diploma nurse in 1953.  In 1952 I was elected President of the San Francisco Student Nurses Association.  I attended the ANA convention that year in Atlantic City, NJ and was part of the student delegation that formed the National Student Nurse Organization.  When I returned to California,  I worked on starting the California Student Nurses Association at the Ca. Nurses Association convention in San Diego.  I married right out of nursing school and moved to Seattle, Wa. Since my husband was in the Air Force.  We returned to San Francisco and I worked as a float nurse for UCSF in between  children.   We moved to Fresno in the 60’s and subsequently Atascadero.  I didn’t work for close to 20 years due to family obligations, but returned to Fresno in 1980, when my marriage failed and I had a daughter who was nationally ranked as a swimmer and training for the nationals.   At that time I went to work at St. Agnes and re-established my nursing skills.  In Jan. 1981 I started back to Fresno State as a Business major and about 2 years later I added a nursing major.  I graduated in 1985 with a BSN and a business minor.  During this time I worked weekends 12 hour shifts nights and went to school during the week.  Two of my children were attending CSUF.   Following graduation, I began working as a home health nurse for several agencies in Fresno and Sacramento area.  In 1984 I  went to Emory University in Atlanta, GA and took their 9 week course to become an ET nurse.  I took the boards and added CETN to my list of accomplishments.  I moved to Nashville, TN in 1995 and worked for Baptist Hospital Home Health Care as an ET nurse until retirement in 2000 at age 69.  I am now living with the paternal grandmother who is 92 and caring for plus 2 grandchildren, Karin, 12 and James 9.  I have taken 2 medical mission trips to the Ukraine.  Pleasure trips to Israel, Switzerland, and England. 
