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My name is Judith Warner Kenshalo; I was born in 1942 in Fresno,CA.  That year my father George Warner was sent on a battleship overseas as part of WWII.  On his return my three younger brothers were born.  Dad became a coach and School Administrator in Fresno, following in the footsteps of his father “POP” Jesse Warner.  So you can see on my Dad’s side college was always part of my Heritage.  His sisters and aunt’s were all college educated.  On my mother’s side I was the first generation female to be educated, as she was part of a family that emigrated from Wales.  I attended Fresno High School, graduation in 1960, with my good friend Lynn Henderson and we both started that Fall I the Nursing Program at Fresno State, I was only 17 at the time and I don’t remember there begin any such thing as a lottery to get in.  I was married to John in 1963, while still attending college full time and graduated in second class of 1964.  That first year, Lynn and I started at Fresno County Hospital the OB department, and I later transferred to the Fresno County Health Department, where I visited the migrant camps, acted as a school nurse for the parochial schools, and visited TB patients confined to their homes.  When John graduated we moved to La were I worked in several hospital and briefly as a PHN in East LA., our daughter Heather was born during this time in Whittier, CA.  She has since graduated from Chico and teaches school.  We moved to Modesto in 1971 when I was pregnant with my son, Steve, since I thought Modesto was a very small town, I came back to have Steve at the Fresno Community Hospital.  I had worked summers at this hospital during my training years at Fresno State and enjoyed having several classmates take care of me following my Cesarean.  When Steve was 6 months old I started swing shirt at Doctor’s hospital in Modesto where the Nursing Director told me at the time, she didn’t want to hear that I had a BSN, as it wasn’t important.  My swing supervisor had just graduated from the two-year program at MJC.  “Boy,” have we come a long way “Baby”, as there we no retirement plan or pay differential fro education.  In fact, when I was pregnant with Heather it was suggested I quit and be rehired following the pregnancy; no one mentioned a leave of absence or pregnancy disability.  Once Steve started school, I moved to School Nursing, I had received a life-time credential due to my experience at a school nurse with the Fresno Public Health Department, something at the time I was told I was eligible for the department, they complete the paper work and I was grandfathers in.  A gift I later learned to appreciate, as many of my co-workers completed a fifth year for that credential.  During the following years, I started a business with my husband, Camco Mfg., which our son Steve, who graduated from Fresno State, manages today.  I also developed a career as an Occupation Health Nurse, and developed and managed departments for Banquet Foods, Gallo Class, and Tri-Valley Grower’s.  During that time I returned to college and earned teaching credentials in Health, English, Physical Education, Biology, Art, Speech, Home Ec, and Vocational credentials in Business and Adjunct Professor of Medical Terminology at MJC.  I am supposed to be retired so I am taking next semester off to write and travel.  I took play writing, at Cal State Fullerton in the “60’s” and had a one-act play produced there as a student.  I went to London, Russia and Hawaii this summer and plan to go to Beijing in November.  I have certainly used my nursing degree, in many capacities and enjoyed all of my experience.  I love to say I believed I was a “Women’s Libber”, I did a stint as President of American Association of University Women in Modesto and worked towards the equal rights amendment, however in retrospect, I have chosen to do the two traditional careers from women, Nursing and Teaching.  Would I do it over again, Yes!

