Norm Keltner



FSU 1971, 1972

My name is Norm Keltner. I was born in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma but consider Manteca, CA my home town.  I was the second of three children born to Lawrence and Gladys Keltner.  I was the first to go to college in my family, and the first nurse in my family.  I earned two nursing degrees from FSU.  I obtained BSN in 1971 and an MSN in psychiatric nursing in 1972.  A few years later I earned a doctorate in education from the University of San Francisco.  I have three children Sarah (35),  Amanda (31), and Alex (25).  Sarah is homemaker, Amanda is a homemaker and publisher of Austin Christain Family magazine, and Alex is a Health Care Consultant in Washington DC.  I work at California State University, Bakersfield as the department chair.
1) List any student nurse experience you may remember and any faculty.
        I remember how Eva Steffes helped me so much and how John Bergey was encouraging. Of course, Fannie Gardner was very helpful to me on a few key times.  Finally, Marie Welch was a real encourager.
2) How do you feel about nursing then and now, and in the future?
        I am so grateful that the 19 year old boy that decided what I would do when I was 63 made the choice he made.
3) Any bits of wisdom you have learned over the years?  
        I have a lot of ideas but whether they are wise or not, others will have to judge.
        1. If you tolerate something, it will keep on occurring.
        2. What goes around does not come around.  Plenty of people are jerks and get away with being jerks.
        3. You really cannot be anything you want to be. The trick is figuring out what you can be and go after it full blast.
