Margie Rihn (Ellis) James

CSUF 1982
Briefly tell about your family history:

My name is Margie James; I was born in Berkeley, CA. I was the 3rd of 3 children born to Richard & June Rihn. I was the 4th to go to college in my family, and the 3rd nurse in my family. I graduated from FSC/CSUF in 1982.  I obtained my BSN Degree. I married Marc James, we have 1 child, Alyson age 12, a 7th grade student.  I worked at Holy Cross Hospital as a staff nurse from 1982-1984.  Primary Children’s Medical Center as a NICU staff nurse 1984-1986.  Plastic surgeon office Nurse/Manager =1986-1987.  LDS Hospital, PACU-staff nurse =1987-1992.  Intermountain Home Care-Intake Nurse and Hospital Liaison=1992-1997.  Intermountain Internal Medicine Clinic- 1997-2002.  Select Health: Benefit Determination- 2002-present.

During college I was married to Ray Ellis.  We moved to SLC Oct 1982 and later divorced.  My classmates and teachers will know me as Margie or Margery Ellis.

Short Nursing BIO: Tell us about your Nursing career since graduation and further education you may have received:

I found myself changing hospitals and nursing areas about every 2 years until I found PACU and Home Health.  Then the patients changed rapidly so I didn’t have to.  Now 26 years later I love my “desk” job as an RN Benefit Determination Nurse.  I did the 3 years in an Executive MBA Program, but found I really didn’t need the additional degree.  

List any student nurse experiences you may remember and any faculty:

-Mrs. Nishio always had great pearls of wisdom and was the first person to call me an optimist.  I have found that she is correct.

-Miss Stittich taught us to always use an alcohol pledget when breaking glass vials open, one day I had a phenergan vial break and no cuts because 3 years later I was still using the alcohol pad.

How do you feel about nursing then and now, and in the future?

I have had my ups and downs in liking my career path, but I chose the BSN path to enable many great options.  I have had a varied career and now use all the areas I’ve worked in to be able to work in a Health Insurance Company.  I still say,” Nursing has always been very good to me.” 

Any bits of wisdom you have learned over the years? (If you have changed profession, how has your nursing education helped?)
Always be open minded, open to change, and look for solutions to every problem.
