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Briefly tell about your family history:

My name is Nancy Dirkson Hinsch. I was born in Iowa. Moved to California when I was 2 ½. Grew up in Easton Fresno, CA.  I am the youngest of 3 children. My sister was an R.N (Fresno, CA General Hospital 1952).  I received my BS in Nursing from FSU in 1962- 1st nursing class! Worked at El Camino Hospital in Mt. View, CA in Med- Surg 1962-1964, FCHD 1964-1968 as PHN. I worked the years of 1976-83 as a Preschool Nurse with FUSD.  Lived in the Netherlands for 4 ½  yrs- worked 1 year as an elementary school nurse at school of  The Hague, 1985. School nurse FUSD 1987-1999.  I married Robert Tom Hinsch in 1967.  I have one son, an intellectual property attorney (patent law).  Have two grandsons

List any student nurse experience you may remember and any faculty:

We were the first class of the nurses from Fresno State. Generally we were well received at the three Fresno hospitals but I imagine some of the 3 yr grads weren’t sure about us. We never had a pediatric course – interesting because several of us practiced in school nursing settings!  I especially remember Marie Welch my public health nursing instructor- perhaps my love for that field came from her teachings. Eleanor Green was our maternal health instructor- great teacher and I enjoyed her so much. We had our mental health lab at Kingsview hospital in Reedley. At my first encounter at a staff/patient group, I thought a psychiatrist or two were patients.  There were 16, of us in our graduating class.  Some of these “girls” continue to be my best friends!

How do you feel about nursing then and now, and in the future?

I enjoyed my nursing days and think it was a good choice. Obviously nurses can always find a job. I am constantly amazed by the scope of nursing today, much more demanding skills and decision making. I read nursing journals and many a time I’m not sure what they are talking about! Some things never change. These same journals are still debating nursing education: BS vs. 3 year vs. 2 year programs.  

