Centhy Yarbrough Hansford

FSC 1968
My name is Centhy Yarbrough Hansford and I was born in Marianna, Arkansas.  I am the 

youngest of six children born to Walter and Alice B. Yarbrough. I was the first in my

 family to graduate from college and the first nurse in the family.  I got my BSN from

 Fresno State College in 1968 (now California State University Fresno). At my nursing 

pinning ceremony, Fannie Gardner, Chair of the Nursing Department at FSC stated that I 

was the first African American to graduate from the FSC nursing program.  I obtained a

 Master’s degree for the University of California, Davis in 1976.  This degree prepared

 me for certification as a Family Nurse Practitioner. 

I was married to James Edward Hansford for 36 years until his death in 2006.  We have 

two grown married daughters, Natasha Tate and Nicole Broomfield and five

 grandchildren.  One daughter works in accounting and the other is a Social Worker.

  Both daughters live here in Fresno.

I began my nursing career at Fresno County’s Valley Medical Center as a staff nurse on the medical services floor .  I later received training in Coronary Care Nursing and became one of the first group of nurses to staff this new unit at VMC.  I worked at VMC from 1968-1970.  I later went to work for the Fresno County Head Start Program from 1970 - 1974.  While working with the Head Start Program I received training in the Extended Role of Nursing which prepared me to do the physical exams on the Head Start Children.  I next went to work with the Fresno County Department of Health and worked in a variety of service areas from 1974 until my retirement in 2003.  It was at the Health Department where I worked as a Primary Care Family Nurse Practitioner and I retired as a supervisor.

