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My name is Silvana (Gravano) Giovannetti.  I was born in Genoa, Italy and came to the US at age eight.  I am the older of two children born to Filippo and Angiolina Gravano.  I was the first to go to college in my family and the first registered nurse.  I earned my BSN at FSC/CSUF in 1970.  In 1987, I returned to CSUF and completed my Health Service Certificate for School Nursing.  I have been married to Michael (Joe) Giovannetti for 38 years and we have raised six children, Carla (36), Diana (35), Steven (31), Erica (27), and twins Monica and Nicholas (25).  All except one graduated from the UC school system, received degrees in different areas of study and are all employed.   

I worked at the original St. Agnes Hospital, and then helped with the transfer to the new St. Agnes Hospital.  I was a staff nurse in orthopedic, post operative and post ICU units for six years.  In 1977, I became a stay home mom with three children and enjoyed that very much.  In 1987, with all of the children in school, I decided to return to CSUF for my Health Service Credential in order to apply my nursing experience and credentials in the K-12 public school system.  I was very excited to be able to accomplish this specialization after having been away from nursing for some time.  I was thankful that I had a BSN degree, which allowed me to move forward in my profession without a significant hardship.  I feel I was well prepared through the Nursing Program at Fresno State and the faculty was supportive and motivated us to perform at the highest professional level.  I have enjoyed my work as a registered nurse immensely and in 2007, at age 60, I retired.  I am enjoying my time with my husband, children and four grandchildren, and I know there will be more to come.

