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BACKGROUND: I went back to school when my children were in elementary school.  Setting an example with regard to higher education has paid off.  Both of my children have graduated from CSUF.  My oldest son also received his MBA from CSUF, and my youngest recently got a Master's Degree in Business.  I am happy that I went for the BSN right from the start.  

EXPERIENCE: My nursing class was an eclectic mix of people.  Many of the students were returning to school at an older age, as I was.  As a group we had strong ties which made the three years so much better.  I have not remained in touch with most of the group, but I do occasionally have contact with a few.  Brian Hodgkiss was a LVN who was working to get his BSN.  His was always willing to lend his clinical experience to those of us who were complete novices to the medical field.  The last I knew of him was that he had gotten his FNP certificate.  Many of our class have gone on to be successes.   

THOUGHTS: In my opinions the nurses that came out of both 3 year and 2 year programs back in the eighties and before were strong clinicians who really cared about quality patient care.  I feel that I have given outstanding care through the years.  My background has lent itself to my present field of case management.  Unfortunately, it seems that today the nurses are coming out more "task oriented" which has lead me to the conclusion that something has been lost in the desire to turn out "more" nurses.  My observations as a case manager are that the overall quality of nurses has declined.

WISDOM: Documentation continues to be one of the most important parts of the nursing process.  Nurses must accurately document what they have seen and done.  But, let's not forget the ultimate goal is "good" patient care.


