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My name is Gracie Exum; I was born in Cleveland, Ohio. I am the youngest daughter of my parents who had four girls and one boy. I was the first in my family to receive an AA and ASN degree from Fresno City College in 2003. I continued my education at CSUF and received my BSN degree with PHN certificate in 2005. I have worked in multiple environments throughout my Registered Nursing career, from being a Supervisor Nurse and over seeing evening and weekend clinics at multiple facilities to Triage Nurse, Charger Nurse of an inpatient adolescence mental health unit and doing PHN as a Staffing Nurse for a locked correction facility (New Juvenile Hall). I have traveled to Michigan but now I am working at Elitecare Medical Staffing as an independence Registered Nurse. This job helps me to develop my nursing career because I have gained work experiences in the ER department, Post-Partum areas, and Telemetry floors. My student nurse experiences being a mentor to other students whom were first and second year students in the nursing program helped me to establish my leadership abilities. Janice Spencer helped me to understand how important it would be for me in my future career to be a leader and team player. 
During the beginning of my nursing career 7 years ago, I felt very nervous and unsure until I understood the nursing principles and standards. Now I enjoy nursing and I am making a huge difference in the medical communities. One must continue to learn the current things happening in nursing. My future feeling is excitement, waiting for newer and better information concerning nursing, but the basic nursing concepts will always be the foundation of any good nursing program like CSUF.  Wisdom, I have learned over these years are that your foundation in nursing will withstand any thing they throw at you, so cry and scream now while you are in college because later you will enjoy the reward and benefit from your college experience that will help you from the beginning to the end of your career in nursing.  I have continued to perfect my art of nursing so that it will be a benefit to both myself and my community.



