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My name is Jerry Baker; I was born in Reedley, CA, April 15, 1943.  I was the second of 3 children born to Mary and Carl Baker of Reedley.  I attended elementary and middle schools in Reedley and graduated from Reedley High School in 1961 and Reedley Junior College in 1969. I completed the two-year nursing program at Fresno City College in 1971 and immediately began work as a staff nurse at the Veteran’s Hospital in Fresno.  While working nights there, I completed courses at Fresno State and received my BSN in February, 1973.  Prior to commissioning and active duty with the U.S. Air Force in August, 1973, I worked for a short time at Tulare View Psychiatric Hospital at Tulare, CA.  My Air Force career spanned a period of 23 years, with tours of duty in both North and South Dakota, Texas, California, and Guam. I retired in the rank of Lt Colonel in 1996.

     My first assignment in the Air Force was staff nurse at USAF Hospital Ellsworth located just east of Rapid City, South Dakota.  While attending Nurse Flight School at the School of Aerospace Medicine at Brooks AFB in San Antonio, TX, I learned about and applied to enter their Environmental Health Nursing Program, a one-year residency that I was selected for and completed in 1976.  Most of my career in the Air Force was spent serving as the Environmental Health Officer at base level. In these jobs I headed the base’s public health activities including communicable disease control, occupational health and education.  I did post-graduate work at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in Occupational Health Nursing in 1979-80. My Air Force job became more diverse and interesting when the Air Force Veterinary Corps was disbanded and we gained food inspection and more broad sanitation responsibilities. I finished my Air Force Career at the Armstrong Laboratory at Brooks AFB as the Assistant Chief, Division of Environmental and Occupational Health, from 1992 to 1996.  This was a group composed mostly of professional consultants that assisted military personnel throughout the world with problems in public health, environmental, and industrial hygiene.  
     Janet and I were married in 1968 and have two daughters, Carol age 39, and Shelly, age 34. Carol is a county property assessor in Ephrata, WA, and Shelly teaches high school English in San Angelo, TX.  We are fully retired and have lived here in Ephrata, WA, since 2004.
