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UNEMPLOYMENT RATE
CHANGE FROM







Sept. 2012                       Sept. 2010
California




9.7%                                    -2.5%
Calaveras County



8.3%


      -2.9%

Fresno County




13%                                     -3.5%
Kern County




11.9%


     -3.2%

Kings County




12.8%                                  -3.3%
Madera County




11.6%                                  -1.9%
Mariposa County



8.3%                                    -1.9%
Merced County




14.4%                                  -2.2%
San Joaquin County



13.4%                                  -1.7%              
San Luis Obispo County


7.4%                                    -2.6%
Santa Barbara County



7.1%                                    -1.9%
Stanislaus County



13.4%                                  -1.9%
Tulare County




14%                                     -1.8%
The CCASSC counties as well as California have experienced a modest economic rebound during this past year. The above chart illustrates the difference from September 2010 when the region was at one of its highest unemployment rates. There are people who are not counted in the figures above including those who have given up on job searching and thus not shown as being in the labor market.  Thus, the unemployment rate does not fully reflect the true number of those not employed.  Education is another factor that contributes to levels of employment. Among those who graduate with a 4 year college degree, unemployment is about half the rate as those with just a high school diploma. Thus, groups such as the California Stewardship Network are emphasizing the need to invest in education and training.  Reports continue to note that many areas within the state have high numbers of persons living in poverty. 

In November 2012 the California Legislative Analyst’s Office projected a deficit for next year of $1.9 billion which is an improvement from earlier predictions. There are some areas in our region that continue to fare worse than the state as a whole. Below is a quick look at our counties.
Merced County's foreclosure rate of 1 out of every 183 housing units in August of 2012 compared to 1 of 681 in the nation, according to RealtyTrac as published in a San Francisco Chronicle article on Nov.4, 2012. http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Merced-County-case-study-of-economic-woes-4006527.php#ixzz2Gx0wSJKX
Recent reports show that even in San Joaquin County which was severely hit by the recession, the economy is still considered weak by forecasters but has seen improvement over last year.
San Luis Obispo County’s economy grew 3.4 percent in 2012 compared to a year ago.
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/2012/11/09/2290854/slo-county-economic-growth.html#storylink=cpy
In 2012, the federal government spent $1 million on the Cornerstone Project in Calaveras and Amador Counties. This project also provided employment opportunities to persons living in the area.
Areas in Clovis, Kingsburg as well as some other unincorporated parts of Fresno County were added to Fresno County’s Regional Enterprise Zone in December 2012.
According to the Employment Development Department’s Labor Market section Kings County added 800 new manufacturing jobs, 100 mining, logging and construction jobs and 100 professional and business service jobs for the period of September 2011-2012.
 A U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development report  “The 2012 Point-in-Time Estimates of Homelessness”   found that the Fresno-Madera County area had a 12.5 percent decrease in total homelessness from January 2011 to January 2012. This was one of the largest decreases experienced by any area in the country.
John Cox of the Kern County Californian in a Dec. 29, 2012 article wrote, “Over the next 12 months, if things continue to improve at the present rate, Kern County's economy may well be the envy of the West Coast.” He wrote this as the county has seen quite an improvement in various industries.
Tourism in Mariposa County is vital to its economy. Employment in the Leisure and Hospitality industry had 40 more employees in Nov. 2012 compared to November 2011. The county’s unemployment rate continues to improve yet an EDD report showed that 940 residents were still out of work in November 2012.

Josh Williams of DBW Research Partnership Inc. said he expects the technology, energy and building industries to grow the most in the next three years in Santa Barbara County. He also noted that the public sector is downsizing and both retail and transportation jobs are decreasing in the county.
http://www.noozhawk.com/article/051112_wib_santa_barbara_county_employment_forecast/
The census bureau data indicates that Stanislaus County has nearly 1 in 4 residents living below the poverty line.  Further, a Modesto Bee article reported that about 60 percent of students in Stanislaus County qualify as low income. http://www.modbee.com/2012/12/30/2513824/valley-poverty-means-students.html#storylink=cpy
Tulare County received $375,000 in October 2012 from an on-the-job emergency grant that originated with the U.S. Department of Labor. The money can be useful to help reduce the number of those unemployed six months or longer.
