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REQUIREMENTS
Department of Criminology

Master of Science in Criminology (Off-Campus) Requirements
The Master of Science program in Criminology offered in downtown Fresno provides students with both theoretical and
practical knowledge about our criminal justice system and its management. It prepares professionals for senior positions in
government agencies.

The program is open to government employees, including military personnel, their spouses, and those government employees
recently laid off from work because of budget cuts. The M.S. in Criminology degree can lead to promotion within a
government agency and enhances an employee’s qualifications for senior level positions within criminal justice agencies.

Program content enhances critical thinking skills and guides students in the application of theoretical concepts. In addition to
the criminology core courses, remaining courses are in areas related to criminal justice and criminal justice management, such
as courses on Homeland Security, the Intelligence Function, Management Information Systems, and Criminal Justice Project
Management.

Students progress together through the 30-unit program as a cohort over a 23-month period. Classes meet face-to-face on
Friday evenings and all day on Saturdays, with some instruction online. 

Eligible students must: 

• hold a bachelor’s degree in Criminology or a related area from an accredited university/college 
• have earned a GPA of 3.0 or higher in last sixty units of undergraduate study

Applicants must apply to the university online at www.calstate.edu/apply. They must also apply to the Criminology
Department and submit the following: 

• three letters of recommendation
• GRE scores (900 or greater combined verbal/quantitative score desirable)
• personal essay about purpose of graduate study
• copy of two undergraduate transcripts 

Starting Fall 2013, the fee is $325 per unit.

Note: the Criminology Department application and recommendation forms can be found at: http://www.fresnostate.edu/
socialsciences/criminology/graduate/index.html
To inquire about the Master of Science in Criminology, contact: 
Dr. Harald Otto Schweizer
Science II, Area C - Room 159
2576 E. San Ramon, M/S ST104
Fresno, CA 93740-8029
haralds@csufresno.edu • 559.278.8880

FACULTY
The criminology department consists of 16 full-time faculty members whose expertise includes numerous specialties in the
criminal justice system, including corrections, counseling, victimology, juvenile delinquency, theory, legal studies, supervision
and management, and criminal justice administration. Various part-time faculty members from major criminal justice agencies
also instruct in the department.

For faculty phone numbers and e-mail, see the campus directory.
For more on the faculty, see the faculty pages.
The faculty pages are updated by the department or program.
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