
UCLA  AASC:  2011  Statistical  Portrait  of  Asian  Americans,  Native  Hawaiians,  and  Other
Pacific  Islanders

<  http://www.aasc.ucla.edu/archives/stats2011.asp>

The  UCLA  Asian  American  Studies  Center,  as  an  official  U.S.  Census  Information  Center  (as  a
co-­partner  with  National  Coalition  for  Asian  Pacific  Community  Development),  is  pleased  to
provide  this  2011  statistical  portrait  of  the  Asian  American  and  Native  Hawaiian  and  Pacific
Islander  populations  produced  by  the  US  Census  Bureau  for  Asian  Pacific  American  Heritage
Month,  which  will  take  place  in  May,  2011.  The  portrait  provides  current  census  data,  population
projections,  and  internet  links  that  should  be  useful  for  research,  planning,  writing  and  general
educational  purposes.  Please  see  the  "Editor's  note"  at  the  end  of  this  announcement  for  more
information.The  first  major  section  provides  information  on  "Asians,"  while  the  second  major  part
highlights  "Native  Hawaiians  and  Other  Pacific  Islanders".

Asians
16  million
The  estimated  number  of  U.S.  residents  of  Asian  descent  in  July  2009.  This  estimate  includes
those  who  said  they  were  both  Asian  alone  or  Asian  in  combination  with  one  or  more  other
races.
Source:  Population  estimates  <  http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.html>

5.2  million
The  Asian  population  in  California;;  the  state  had  the  largest  Asian  population  on  July  1,  2009,
followed  by  New  York  (1.5  million).  Texas  was  next,  reaching  1  million  for  the  first  time.  In
Hawaii,  our  nation's  only  majority-­Asian  state,  Asians  made  up  the  highest  proportion  of  the  total
population  (53  percent).  This  includes  both  Asian  alone  or  Asian  in  combination  with  one  or
more  other  races.
Source:  Population  estimates  <  http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.html>

2.6%
Percentage  growth  of  the  Asian  population  between  2008  and  2009,  the  second  fastest-­growing
minority  group  (following  the  Hispanic  population).  This  includes  both  Asian  alone  or  Asian  in
combination  with  one  or  more  other  races.
Source:  Population  estimates  <  http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.html>

3.8  million
Number  of  Asians  of  Chinese  descent  in  the  U.S.  in  2009.  Chinese-­Americans  were  the  largest
Asian  group,  followed  by  Filipinos  (3.2  million),  Asian  Indians  (2.8  million),  Vietnamese  (1.7
million),  Koreans  (1.6  million)  and  Japanese  (1.3  million).  These  estimates  represent  the  number
of  people  who  reported  a  specific  Asian  group  alone,  and  people  who  reported  that  Asian  group
in  combination  with  one  or  more  other  Asian  groups  or  races.
Source:  2009  American  Community  Survey  <  http://factfinder.census.gov>

Income,  Poverty  and  Health  Insurance
$68,780
Median  household  income  for  single-­race  Asians  in  2009.  Source:  2009  American  Community
Survey  <  http://factfinder.census.gov>
Median  household  income  differed  greatly  by  Asian  group.  For  Asian  Indians,  for  example,  the
median  income  in  2009  was  $90,429;;  for  Bangladeshi,  it  was  $46,657.  (These  figures  represent



the  single-­race  population.)
Source:  2009  American  Community  Survey  <  http://factfinder.census.gov>

12.5%
The  poverty  rate  for  single-­race  Asians  in  2009,  not  statistically  different  from  the  2008  poverty
rate.  Between  2008  and  2009,  the  poverty  rate  increased  for  non-­Hispanic  whites  (from  8.6
percent  to  9.4  percent),  for  blacks  (from  24.7  percent  to  25.8  percent)  and  for  Hispanics  (from
23.2  percent  to  25.3  percent).
Source:  Income,  Poverty,  and  Health  Insurance  Coverage  in  the  United  States:  2009
<  http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/income_wealth/cb10-­144.html  >

17.2%
Percentage  of  single-­race  Asians  without  health  insurance  coverage  in  2009,  not  statistically
different  from  2008.
Source:  Income,  Poverty,  and  Health  Insurance  Coverage  in  the  United  States:  2009
<  http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/income_wealth/cb10-­144.html  >

Education
50%
The  percentage  of  single-­race  Asians  25  and  older  who  had  a  bachelor's  degree  or  higher  level
of  education.  This  compared  with  28  percent  for  all  Americans  25  and  older.
Source:  2009  American  Community  Survey  <  http://factfinder.census.gov>

85%
The  percentage  of  single-­race  Asians  25  and  older  who  had  at  least  a  high  school  diploma.  This
is  not  statistically  different  from  the  percentage  for  the  total  population  or  the  percentage  of
Native  Hawaiian  or  Other  Pacific  Islander  alone,  85  and  86  percent  respectively.
Source:  2009  American  Community  Survey  <  http://factfinder.census.gov>

20%
The  percentage  of  single-­race  Asians  25  and  older  who  had  a  graduate  (e.g.,  master's  or
doctorate)  or  professional  degree.  This  compared  with  10  percent  for  all  Americans  25  and  older.
Source:  2009  American  Community  Survey  <  http://factfinder.census.gov>

Voting
589,000
How  many  more  single-­race  Asians  voted  in  the  2008  presidential  election  than  in  the  2004
election.  All  in  all,  48  percent  of  Asians  turned  out  to  vote  in  2008  -­  up  4  percentage  points  from
2004.  A  total  of  3.4  million  Asians  voted.
Source:  Voting  and  Registration  in  the  Election  of  November  2008
<  http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/voting/cb09-­110.html  >

Businesses
Source  for  the  statements  referenced  in  this  section,  unless  otherwise  indicated:
Survey  of  Business  Owners
<  http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/economic_census/cb10-­107.html  >

1.6  million
Number  of  businesses  owned  by  Asian-­Americans  in  2007,  an  increase  of  40.7  percent  from
2002.



$514  billion

Total  receipts  of  businesses  owned  by  Asian-­Americans,  up  57.3  percent  from  2002.

In  2007,  32.3  percent  of  Asian-­owned  businesses  were  in  repair  and  maintenance;;  personal  and

laundry  services;;  and  professional,  scientific  and  technical  services.

47.2%

Percentage  of  businesses  in  Hawaii  owned  by  people  of  Asian  descent.  It  was  14.9  percent  in

California  and  10.1  percent  in  New  York.

510,000

California  had  the  most  Asian-­owned  firms  at  509,670  (32.8  percent  of  all  such  firms),  with

receipts  of  $182.7  billion  (35.6  percent  of  all  Asian-­owned  firm  receipts).  New  York  was  second

with  196,919  Asian-­owned  firms  or  12.7  percent,  with  receipts  of  $50.8  billion  or  9.9  percent.

Texas  was  third  in  number  of  Asian-­owned  firms  with  114,593  or  7.4  percent,  with  receipts  of

$42.4  billion  or  8.3  percent.  New  Jersey  accounted  for  4.4  percent  of  all  Asian-­owned  firms  and

5.9  percent  of  receipts,  while  Florida  accounted  for  4.2  percent  of  all  Asian-­owned  firms  and  3.4

percent  of  receipts.

Languages

2.6  million

The  number  of  people  5  and  older  who  spoke  Chinese  at  home  in  2009.  After  Spanish,  Chinese

was  the  most  widely  spoken  non-­English  language  in  the  country.  Tagalog,  Vietnamese  and

Korean  were  each  spoken  at  home  by  more  than  1  million  people.

Source:  2009  American  Community  Survey  <  http://factfinder.census.gov>

Serving  Our  Nation

258,183

The  number  of  single-­race  Asian  military  veterans.  About  one  in  three  veterans  was  65  years

and  older.

Source:  2009  American  Community  Survey  <  http://factfinder.census.gov>

Jobs

49%

The  proportion  of  civilian  employed  single-­race  Asians  16  and  older  who  worked  in

management,  professional  and  related  occupations,  such  as  financial  managers,  engineers,

teachers  and  registered  nurses.  Additionally,  17  percent  worked  in  service  occupations,  22

percent  in  sales  and  office  occupations  and  10  percent  in  production,  transportation  and  material

moving  occupations.

Source:  2009  American  Community  Survey  <  http://factfinder.census.gov>

Internet  Use

80%

Percentage  of  Asians  living  in  a  household  with  Internet  use  -­  the  highest  rate  among  race  and

ethnic  groups.  Source:  Reported  Internet  Usage  for  Households,  by  selected  Householder

Characteristics;;  Current  Population  Survey:  2009

<  http://www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo/computer/2009.html  >

Counties

1.4  million

The  number  of  Asians  (self-­identified  as  Asian  alone  or  in  combination  with  one  or  more  other

races)  in  Los  Angeles  County,  Calif.,  in  2009,  which  topped  the  nation's  counties.



Source:  Population  estimates  <  http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.html>

17,000
Gain  in  Santa  Clara  County,  Calif.'s  Asian  population  (self-­identified  as  Asian  alone  or  in
combination  with  one  or  more  other  races)  from  2008  to  2009,  the  largest  in  the  nation.
Source:  Population  estimates  <  http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.html>

57%
Percent  of  the  population  of  Honolulu  County,  Hawaii,  that  was  Asian  (self-­identified  as  Asian
alone  or  in  combination  with  one  or  more  other  races)  in  2009,  which  led  the  country.  Honolulu
was  the  only  majority-­Asian  county  in  the  nation.
Source:  Population  estimates  <  http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.html>

Age  Distribution
35.3
Median  age  of  the  single-­race  Asian  population  in  2009.  The  corresponding  figure  was
36.8  years  for  the  population  as  a  whole.
Source:  Population  estimates  <  http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.html>

23.6%
Percent  of  the  single-­race  Asian  population  that  was  under  age  18  as  of  July  1,  2009  while
9.6  percent  was  65  or  older.
Source:  Population  estimates  <  http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.html>

The  Future
40.6  million
The  projected  number  of  U.S.  residents  in  2050  who  will  identify  themselves  as  Asian  or  Asian
in  combination  with  one  or  more  other  races.  They  would  comprise  9  percent  of  the  total
population  by  that  year.
Source:  Population  projections
<  http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/population/cb08-­123.html  >

161%
The  projected  percentage  increase  between  2008  and  2050  in  the  population  of  people  who
identify  themselves  as  Asian  or  Asian  in  combination  with  one  or  more  other  races.  This
compares  with  a  44  percent  increase  in  the  population  as  a  whole  over  the  same  period  of  time.
Source:  2008  Population  projections
<  http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/population/cb08-­123.html  >

Native  Hawaiians  and  Other  Pacific  Islanders
1.1  million
The  estimated  number  of  U.S.  residents  in  July  2009  who  said  they  were  Native  Hawaiian  and
Other  Pacific  Islander,  either  alone  or  in  combination  with  one  or  more  other  races.  This  group
comprised  0.4  percent  of  the  total  population.
Source:  Population  estimates  <  http://www.census.gov/popest/national/asrh/NC-­EST2009-­
srh.html>

California  had  the  largest  population  of  Native  Hawaiians  and  Other  Pacific  Islanders  (284,000),
followed  by  Hawaii  (280,000)  and  Washington  (58,000).  California  had  the  largest  numerical
increase  in  this  group  between  July  1,  2008,  and  July  1,  2009  (6,000).  In  Hawaii,  Native
Hawaiians  and  Other  Pacific  Islanders  comprised  the  largest  proportion  (22  percent)  of  the  total



population.  This  includes  Native  Hawaiians  and  Other  Pacific  Islanders  alone  and  in
combination  with  one  or  more  other  races.  Source:  Population  estimates
<  http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.html>

2.3%
Percentage  growth  of  the  Native  Hawaiian  and  Other  Pacific  Islander  population  between
2008  and  2009-­  third  among  race  groups.  This  includes  Native  Hawaiians  and  Other
Pacific  Islanders  alone  and  in  combination  with  one  or  more  other  races.
Source:  Population  estimates  <  http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.html>

Income,  Poverty  and  Health  Insurance

$53,455
The  median  income  of  households  headed  by  single-­race  Native  Hawaiians  and  Other  Pacific
Islanders.  Source:  2009  American  Community  Survey  <http://factfinder.census.gov>

15.1%
The  poverty  rate  for  those  who  classified  themselves  as  single-­race  Native  Hawaiian  and
Other  Pacific  Islander.  This  is  not  significantly  different  from  the  2008  poverty  rate.
Source:  2009  American  Community  Survey  <  http://factfinder.census.gov>

17.3%
The  percentage  without  health  insurance  for  single-­race  Native  Hawaiians  and  Other
Pacific  Islanders.
Source:  2009  American  Community  Survey  <  http://factfinder.census.gov>

Education

14%
The  percentage  of  single-­race  Native  Hawaiians  and  Other  Pacific  Islanders  25  and  older  who
had  at  least  a  bachelor's  degree.  This  compared  with  28  percent  for  the  total  population.
Source:  2009  American  Community  Survey  <  http://factfinder.census.gov>

86%
The  percentage  of  single-­race  Native  Hawaiians  and  Other  Pacific  Islanders  25  and  older  who
had  at  least  a  high  school  diploma.  This  is  not  statistically  different  from  either  the  percentage  for
the  total  population  or  the  percentage  of  Asian  alone,  both  85  percent.
Source:  2009  American  Community  Survey  <  http://factfinder.census.gov>

4%
The  percentage  of  single-­race  Native  Hawaiians  and  Other  Pacific  Islanders  25  and  older  who
had  obtained  a  graduate  or  professional  degree.  This  compared  with  10  percent  for  the  total
population  this  age.
Source:  2009  American  Community  Survey  <  http://factfinder.census.gov>

Businesses

Source  for  the  statements  referenced  in  this  section,  unless  otherwise  indicated:
2007  Survey  of  Business  Owners
<  http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/economic_census/cb10-­107.html  >

38,881
The  number  of  Native  Hawaiian-­  and  Other  Pacific  Islander-­owned  businesses  in  2007,  up
34.3  percent  from  2002.



$7.0  billion
Total  receipts  of  these  businesses,  up  62.9  percent  from  2002.

26.9  %
The  percent  of  all  Native  Hawaiian-­  and  Other  Pacific  Islander-­owned  businesses  that  were
repair  and  maintenance,  personal  and  laundry  services,  and  construction.

9.4%
The  percent  of  businesses  in  Hawaii  owned  by  Native  Hawaiian-­  and  Other  Pacific  Islanders,
highest  among  all  states.

Serving  Our  Nation

30,110
The  number  of  single-­race  Native  Hawaiian  and  Other  Pacific  Islander  military  veterans.  About
one  in  five  veterans  was  65  years  and  older.
Source:  2009  American  Community  Survey  <  http://factfinder.census.gov>

Jobs

24%
The  proportion  of  civilian  employed  single-­race  Native  Hawaiians  and  Other  Pacific  Islanders
16  and  older  who  worked  in  management,  professional  and  related  occupations,  such  as
financial  managers,  engineers,  teachers  and  registered  nurses.  This  is  not  significantly  different
from  the  25  percent  worked  in  service  occupations,  while  28  percent  worked  in  sales  and  office
occupations  and  14  percent  in  production,  transportation  and  material  moving  occupations.
Source:  2009  American  Community  Survey  <  http://factfinder.census.gov>

Counties

176,000
Native  Hawaiian  and  Other  Pacific  Islander  population  (alone  or  in  combination  with  one  or
more  other  races)  in  Honolulu  County,  Hawaii,  in  2009,  which  led  the  nation.  Among  counties,
Harris  County,  Texas  had  the  largest  numerical  increase  in  this  race  since  July  2008  ?  722.
Hawaii  County,  Hawaii,  had  the  highest  percentage  of  people  of  this  race  (30  percent).
Source:  Population  estimates  <  http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.html>

Age  Distribution

29.9
The  median  age  of  the  single-­race  Native  Hawaiian  and  Other  Pacific  Islander  population  in
2009.  The  median  age  was  36.8  for  the  population  as  a  whole.
Source:  Population  estimates  <  http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.html>

34%
Percentage  of  the  single-­race  Native  Hawaiian  and  Other  Pacific  Islander  population  that  was
under  age  18  as  of  July  1,  2009  while  6.3  percent  was  65  or  older.
Source:  Population  estimates  <  http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.html>

The  Future

2.6  million
The  projected  number  of  U.S.  residents  in  2050  who  will  identify  themselves  as  Native  Hawaiian
and  Other  Pacific  Islander  or  Native  Hawaiian  and  Other  Pacific  Islander  in  combination  with
one  or  more  other  races.  They  would  comprise  0.6  percent  of  the  total  population  by  that  year.



Source:  Population  projections
<  http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/population/cb08-­123.html  >

132%
The  projected  percentage  increase  between  2008  and  2050  in  the  population  of  people  who
identify  themselves  as  Native  Hawaiian  and  Other  Pacific  Islander  or  Native  Hawaiian  and  Other
Pacific  Islander  in  combination  with  one  or  more  other  races.  This  compares  with  a  44  percent
increase  in  the  population  as  a  whole  over  the  same  period  of  time.
Source:  Population  projections
<  http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/population/cb08-­123.html  >

Editor's  note:  The  preceding  data  were  collected  from  a  variety  of  sources  and  may  be  subject  to
sampling  variability  and  other  sources  of  error.  Facts  for  Features  are  customarily  released  about
two  months  before  an  observance  in  order  to  accommodate  magazine  production  timelines.
Questions  or  comments  should  be  directed  to  the  Census  Bureau's  Public  Information  Office:
telephone:  301-­763-­3030;;  fax:  301-­763-­3762;;  or  e-­mail:  <pio@census.gov>.


