
Valley Public History Initiative: Preserving our Stories

In our first year, we hosted six events, published ten articles, 
trained students in public history, conducted over 50 oral 
histories, created new internships, and worked with the Madden 
Library to create a new digital archive. 

Founded in the fall 2016 the VPHI seeks to uncover the lost history of the Central Valley, build reciprocal relationships between academics and the 
public, provide opportunities for everyone to experience history in unique and innovative ways, and to train future public historians.

Our public history and archive 
projects seek to radically alter 
the relationship between 
academia and the public by 
creating a new model for how 
archives are created and how 
historical knowledge is 
disseminated. In 2017, VPHI 
hosted the book launch for Tim 
Hernandezôs novel All They 
Will Call You, which brought to 
live the lost history of the 1948 
plane crash at Los Gatos. In 
addition, Dr. Guzmán hosted a 
conversation with director 
Diego Flores Magón of the 
Mexico City archive La Casa.

Dr. Romeo Guzmán, founder & director Professor Sean Slusser, 

public history fellow Professor Joseph Orbock, public history fellow 

Rocio Solis & Harley Hall  public history graduate interns, 2017

Raymond Rey & Roger Espinoza, public history intern 

(undergraduate student) 2016-2017

Learn more: visit our media partner Tropics of Meta and follow us on twitter @Historiapublica

Acknowledgements of Fresnoôs contributions to the hip-

hop culture are sporadic and incomplete; as such, the 

driving force behind the Valley Public History Initiativeôs 

ñStraight Outta Fresnoò project is providing a platform for

Fresno youth to carve out a niche in hip-hop history that acknowledges and respects their 

creativity, struggle, and hustle. During the 2016-17 academic year, Dr. Guzmán and Professor 

Slusser hosted ñWhatôs Poppingò and ñStraight Outta Southeast Fresno: Hmong B-boys & B-

girls.ò Prominent dancers, such as Charles Montogemery (aka Goku), spoke about their 

experience and demonstrated their dance moves. At these events, graduate and 

undergraduate students conducted oral histories and scanned and digitized photographs. 


