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(AS-22)
September 9, 2013
Members Excused:
G. Gechter, H. Kubo, D. Lewis, B. Myers, B. Tsukimura
Members Absent:
D. Freed, M. Menchaca, L. Rios, N. Spiro, P. Waer, J. Wang
A meeting of the Academic Senate was called to order by Chair Williams at 4:10 p.m. in the Library Auditorium, Room 2206.

1.
Approval of the Agenda.  

Senator Holyoke (Political Science) motioned to remove #7 (Department Request to Officially Discontinue Program) from the agenda and refer the item to the Academic Policy & Planning Committee. Seconded. MSC
MSC to approve the agenda as amended.
2.
Approval of the Minutes of 5/6/13.
MSC to approve the minutes of 5/6/13.

3.
Communications and Announcements. 


A.
President Castro.
Chair Williams introduced President Castro to the Academic Senate.
President Castro expressed his desire for an open, honest, transparent, and collegial relationship with the Senate. He stated that his first call after appointment as president was to Chair Williams and his first meeting on August 1 when his appointment began was with members of the Senate Executive Committee, because he intends to show through actions as well as words this commitment to shared governance.

President Castro updated the Senate on the status of the searches for Provost and the Vice President for Student Affairs.

B.
Interim Provost Andrew Hoff.

Interim Provost Hoff affirmed his commitment to transparency with the Senate and invited senators to bring any questions or concerns to him at any time.

Dr. Hoff will hold a Provost’s Forum on September 26, 2013, at 2pm.

C.
WASC Review.

Associate Provost Zelezny stated that the Executive Committee for the Fresno State WASC review will be attending training for administrative reporting. That committee will send a monthly newsletter re: faculty responsibilities during the review process.

D.
Update on Classroom Technology.

A summary of the status of classroom technology updates was provided. Faculty can contact Classroom Services or the Help Desk with any questions.

E.
State-wide Academic Senate (ASCSU).

Senator Benavides (State-wide) reported that the ASCSU has sent a recommendation re: the appointment of a Faculty Trustee to the Board of Trustees but has not yet received a response.

Senator Benavides stated that the ASCSU Committee on online education prepared a report on MOOCs. The committee will request that the Chancellor’s Office distribute the full faculty report as submitted rather than a summary generated by staff. Senator Benavides also reported on the status of MOOCs at San Jose State University.

The ASCSU passed a resolution honoring the service of Jacinta Amaral on State-wide Senate.
F.
Request for Nominations re: Committee Calls.

Vice Chair Ayotte asked senators to encourage their department colleagues to volunteer when nominations are requested because many committees remain understaffed.

G.
Academic Senate Governing Documents.

Chair Williams encouraged senators to review the governing documents of the Academic Senate to ensure that all can participate in ensuring the body follows established policies and procedures.

4.
Installation of New Senators.
The following new/re-elected senators were installed:
Craig Bernthal (Department of English)

Fayzul Pasha (Department of Civil & Geomatics Engineering )

William Skuban (Department of History)

Janet Slagter (Department of Women’s Studies)

Jason Whiting (Department of Recreation)
5.
Consent Calendar.

A.
Nomination/Reappointment to the Student Affairs Committee
Leslie Weiser (SSP-AR) was nominated to be reappointed for a three-year term (2016). There were no objections.

Leslie Weiser (SSP-AR) is reappointed for a three-year term (2016).

B.
Interim MS Option in Water Resources and Environmental Engineering.
This program was approved as interim during summer 2013 by the Expanded Executive Committee and is before the Senate for recommendation re: permanent status. There were no objections.
The MS Option in Water Resources and Environmental Engineering is recommended for approval.
6.
New Business.
Senator Champan (Modern & Classical Languages & Literatures) introduced a resolution re: Renaming the Vice President for Student Affairs position.
This item will be placed at the end of the Senate Agenda.

7.
APM 360 Policy on Sabbatical and Difference-in-pay (DIP) Leaves and APM 361 Policy on Faculty Leaves of Absence. Second Reading.

Associate Vice President Caldwell (Faculty Affairs) summarized the revisions to the policy.
MSC to recommend approval of APM 360 and APM 361.

8.
APM 510 Research Misconduct Policy. First Reading.

Grace Liu (Office of Research and Sponsored Programs) summarized the changes in the policy and rationale for them.

Senator Henson (English) stated that this would leave the university without a policy covering scientific research outside the Public Health Service and National Institutes of Health, as well as humanistic research. Dr. Liu stated that federal law requires a policy covering NIH- and PHS-sponsored research but that it would be very difficult to develop a single policy covering all of the different forms of research conducted in different disciplines.
Senator Henson stated that she has no objections to the policy but that this policy should either be renamed to specify the policy to PHS/NIH research or a separate policy covering other forms of research should be developed.

Senator Slagter (Women’s Studies) suggested revisions to sections that equivocate re: PHS and NIH involvement (VII.1, VI.3.d.iii).
AVP Caldwell suggested the Senate provide guidance to the Research Subcommittee re: the revisions needed, including any stipulations re: the policy from outside agencies (NIH/PHS). Discussion ensued, concluding that the revision should focus solely on the current policy proposal (not to include research outside of PHS/NIH) and include a change of the title of the policy to specify PHS/NIH.

MSC to refer to the Research Subcommittee to make the aforementioned revisions.

9.
APM 315 Interim Revised Policy and Procedures for Fingerprinting and Conducting Background Checks. First Reading.

AVP Caldwell summarized the rationale for changes in the policy; none are local in origin but instead are needed to comply with the Chancellor’s Office Executive Order. Bob Murphy (Human Resources) summarized the changes; they are needed to cover all employees who may work with minors.
Senator Henson expressed concern re: the lack of clarity in the policy re: events such as workshops that may include minors (e.g., writing workshops where secondary students come to campus). Mr. Murphy stated that events where minors come to campus with their own chaperones would likely not be subject to this policy, although programs may want to have an individual fingerprinted who can assist with ad hoc supervision (e.g., helping a lost minor find his/her group).
Senator Miltiades (Social Work Education) stated that the Fresno County Child Abuse Prevention Program may be a resource for providing training to faculty and staff on this issue.

Senator Fulop (Linguistics) stated that all Fresno high school students are allowed to take up to 7 units at Fresno State; he asked if this policy means that all faculty may have to be fingerprinted because high school students may attend classes. Mr. Murphy stated that all 17-year-old matriculated students can be considered adults, but the Human Resources Office has not yet decided how to handle University High School (UHS) students or minors who might enroll in regular courses.

AVP Caldwell stated that the MOU between UHS and the university covers this issue for UHS students. Nancy Akhavan (Educational Research and Administration) stated that some programs require parents of minor children to sign a waiver prior to participation.

Senator Gonsoulin (Sociology) asked if there is a note in Faculty Center rosters identifying high school students in university classes. Senator Chapman answered yes.

Senator Chapman stated that there are some matriculated students who are only 15 or 16. Mr. Murphy stated that he will look into how the policy might be made to address this question.

Senator Kensinger (State-wide) asked for confirmation that all matriculated students are considered adults. Mr. Murphy stated that all students matriculated at age 17 are considered adults.

This item will return on the next agenda of the Academic Senate for second reading.

The Senate adjourned at 5:20 pm.

The next scheduled meeting of the Academic Senate will be announced.
An Agenda will be distributed prior to the meeting.
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