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April 15, 2013
Members Present:
Lynn Williams (Chair), Jacinta Amaral (State-wide), Kevin Ayotte (Vice-Chair), Provost William Covino, Magda Gilewicz (At-large), Michael Jenkins (At-large), Melanie Ram (At-large), President John Welty,
Absent:
Shawn Clark (ASI)

Excused Absent:
Gena Gechter (University-wide)
Visitors:
Venita Baker, Cricket Barakzai, Michael Botwin, Grace Liu, Mamta Rawat
The meeting was called to order at 3:06 p.m. by Chair Williams in ML 2108. 
1.
Agenda.
MSC
to approve the Agenda.

2.
Minutes of 4/8/13.


MSC to approve the minutes of 4/8/13.
3.
Communications and Announcements.

A.
State Funding to Alleviate “Bottleneck” Courses. 

Provost Covino announced that the CSU Chancellor’s Office is developing a “pre-RFP” process for campuses to review prospective applications for funding from the $10 million allocated by Governor Brown for online solutions to “bottleneck” courses. Fresno State was encouraged to submit a preliminary proposal to expand the pilot online writing tutorial. Provost Covino plans to submit a proposal. Summer funding to scale up the project to develop faculty participation and infrastructure will be pursued. Fresno State will also be able to explore other proposals for this “bottleneck” funding.

Senator Ram (At-large) asked about the causes of “bottleneck” courses. Provost Covino answered that no formal study has been conducted, but courses with high failure rates and high demand have been addressed primarily through course redesign as fully online versions of those courses are not available. The Upper Division Writing Skills (UDWS) requirement is one of the “bottlenecks,” with 3700 seniors who have not passed a “W” course or the UDWS test.

Senator Gilewicz (At-large) asked if writing tutoring centers on campus would be receiving some of these funds. Provost Covino stated that this funding line is targeted to the use of technology to address the problem. Discussion ensued re: the various causes of student difficulty with writing.
B.
Information Technology (IT) Strategic Plan.

Senator Botwin (Chair, AP&P) requested that the final draft of the IT Strategic Plan be placed on the Consent Calendar of the next Senate agenda. Provost Covino stated that the IT Strategic Plan was circulated in draft form to many constituencies on campus.
MSC to place the IT Strategic Plan on the Consent Calendar of the next Senate agenda.

C.
Memo dated April 2, 2013, from Paul Oliaro, Vice President for Student Affairs to Chair Williams re: Associate Vice President Titles for Senior Managers.

The Executive Committee was consulted re: VP Oliaro’s intent to change the titles of the two remaining senior managers on campus to Associate Vice President.

D.
Memo dated April 11, 2013, from Marilyn Wilson, Chair of the University Graduate Committee to the Executive Committee re: Proposed Option in Multilingual and Multicultural Education.

MSC to refer this item to the University Budget Committee for review.

E.
Memo dated April 11, 2013, from Sergio La Porta, Associate Professor of Armenian Studies and President of the Untenured Faculty Organization, and Michael Caldwell, Associate Vice President for Faculty Affairs to Chair Williams re: Electronic Working Personnel Action Files.

MSC to establish the requested ad hoc committee, to include Dr. La Porta, AVP Caldwell, and four faculty members. Vice Chair Ayotte will send a call for nominations to the faculty.

F.
Resolution to Ban the Use of Military-Style Drones on the Fresno State Campus, dated March 7, 2013, from Neil O’Brien, ASI Senator for Parking and Safety to the Academic Senate.

MSC to refer this item to the Academic Policy & Planning Committee for consideration with possible review of APM 648 Policy on Video Monitoring and Surveillance Activities.
4. 
APM 302, 306, 307. First Reading.

Professor Rawat (Chair, Personnel Committee) presented the revised APM 306 and the rationale for consolidation and deletion of APM 302 and APM 307.
Suggestions were made to clarify section VII. Evaluation.

This item will return on the next agenda of the Executive Committee for second reading.
5.
APM 357. First Reading.
This item will return on the next agenda of the Executive Committee for first reading.
6.
APM 360, 361. First Reading.
This item will return on the next agenda of the Executive Committee for first reading.

7.
Interim Revised Policy and Procedures for Fingerprinting and Conducting Background Checks (APM 315). First Reading.
This item will return on the next agenda of the Executive Committee for first reading.

8.
Revised Policy and Procedures for Addressing Discrimination, Harassment, and Retaliation (APM 369 and G-25). First Reading.

This item will return on the next agenda of the Executive Committee for first reading.
9.
Proposed new MS options and Certificates of Advanced Study in the Nursing Department of the College of Health and Human Services. First Reading.
This item will return on the next agenda of the Executive Committee for first reading.
10.
APM 510 Research Misconduct Policy. First Reading.

This item will return on the next agenda of the Executive Committee for first reading.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:58 p.m.
The next meeting of the Executive Committee will be announced.

An Agenda will be distributed prior to the meeting. 
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