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(AS-19)
April 15, 2013
Members Excused:
T. Dupont-Morales, G. Gechter, T. Giannetta, D. Kinnunen, R. Raya-Fernandez
Members Absent:
O. Benavides, L. Crask, H. Deoghare, D. Freed, J. Karr, K. Kurtural, D. Lewis, S. Lin, H. Miltiades, A. Montejano, L. Rios, N. Spiro, K. Tenbergen, P. Waer, J. Wang
A meeting of the Academic Senate was called to order by Chair Williams at 4:10 p.m. in the Library Auditorium, Room 2206.

1.
Approval of the Agenda.  
Senator Kensinger (Women’s Studies) motioned to postpone first reading of the General Education Policy to 4/22/13 to allow more time to review the documents. Senator Henson (English) spoke in favor of the motion. MSC [Abstain – 2]
MSC to approve the agenda as amended.
2.
Approval of the Minutes of 4/8/13.
Senator Shettler requested correction of the minutes to indicate that she was present for the Senate meeting on 4/8/13.

MSC to approve the minutes of 4/8/13 as amended.

3.
Communications and Announcements. 


A.
State Funding to Alleviate “Bottleneck” Courses. 
Provost Covino announced that the CSU Chancellor’s Office is developing a “pre-RFP” process for campuses to review prospective applications for funding from the $10 million allocated by Governor Brown for online solutions to “bottleneck” courses. Fresno State was encouraged to submit a preliminary proposal to expand the pilot online writing tutorial. Provost Covino plans to submit a proposal. Summer funding to scale up the project to develop faculty participation and infrastructure will be pursued. Fresno State will also be able to explore other proposals for this “bottleneck” funding.
Senator Amaral asked which courses at Fresno State are considered “bottlenecks.” Provost Covino answered that specific courses have not been identified. Courses with high failure rates and high demand have been addressed primarily through course redesign as fully online versions of those courses are not available. The Upper Division Writing Skills (UDWS) requirement is one of the “bottlenecks,” with 3700 seniors who have not passed a “W” course or the UDWS test.

Senator Kensinger expressed concern about the impact of increased online courses on traditional face-to-face course offerings.

Senator Henson stated that there is no data yet with which to evaluate the online writing tutorial pilot, and that the logistics of expanding the evaluation of the writing portfolios needs to be addressed in the planning stages of this proposal. Provost Covino stated that he wants to put Fresno State in competition for the state funding within the short-term deadline for the pre-RFP, and then monitoring and evaluation of the program will proceed as the initiative develops.

Senator Chapman (Modern & Classical Languages & Literatures) asked if math courses are also targeted for these bottleneck funds. Provost Covino stated that Early Start is currently being explored by the Mathematics Department in coordination with CSU Online and Pearson publishers.
Senator Amaral (State-wide) asked if the $10 million is exclusively for the CSU. Provost Covino answered “yes.” Senator Amaral states that the Statewide Academic Senate is questioning the definition of “bottleneck.”

B.
Moment of Silence for G. “Vishu” Viswewaran.
Senator Botwin (Psychology) requested a moment of silence in memory of Professor Emeritus of Social Work Education, G. “Vishu” Viswewaran, who died March 30 in Pinole. A memorial service will be held in Fresno later this month. Dr. Viswewaran served on the Fresno State faculty from 1969 to 2000.
4.
Consent Calendar.
A.
Name Change – Marriage and Family Therapy.

No objections. This item was approved.


B.
Faculty Development Subcommittee.
Senator Botwin requested clarification of the rationale for disbanding the Faculty Development Subcommittee. Professor Rawat (Chair, Personnel Committee) stated that both the previous and current chairs of the Personnel Committee had requested the subcommittee to meet and it has not; the last subcommittee minutes are dated 2008. The Personnel Committee has reviewed APM 357 to update oversight of CSALT, formerly the responsibility of this subcommittee.

Senator Ram (Political Science) asked if the faculty on the CSALT oversight board are appointed. Professor Rawat stated that she was unsure but believed they are appointed. Discussion ensued re: the subcommittee membership.

No objections. This item was approved.

5.
New Business. 
Senator Amaral read the proposed “Resolution Urging Amendments to California SB 520.”

MSC to place the resolution on the agenda as item #6.

6.
Academic Senate “Resolution Urging Amendments to California SB 520, Steinberg (D-Sacramento) Creating the ‘California Online Student Access Platform.’” First Reading.
MSC to waive second reading.
Senator Kensinger spoke in favor of the resolution.
Senator Amaral stated that several CSU campuses have already approved similar resolutions.

MSC to approve the resolution [unanimous].
7.
Interim Policies.

A.
APM 301 Policy on Appointment of Tenure Track Faculty. First Reading.

Professor Rawat summarized revisions to the policy.

Senator Fulop (Linguistics) asked for the rationale behind eliminating the Lecturer conversion approach to hiring ABD tenure-track faculty. Provost Covino stated that it is effectively a requirement of the Collective Bargaining Agreement’s “order of work.”

Senator Egan (Mass Communication & Journalism) asked if the “terminal degree” requirement allows a department to specify what degree is meant because some fields, such as MCJ, view the Master’s Degree as terminal for some sub-disciplines. Discussion ensued re: the hiring of tenure-track faculty as ABD.

Senator Clune (History) asked when the Provost approves the degree completion date for a position. Provost Covino stated that the policy stipulates specification of degree completion date when the position announcement is approved. He also encouraged all searches to consider ABD candidates to create the deepest candidate pools.

Senator Henson motioned to amend the policy to delete “In rare instances, and only” from section V.2.4. Seconded. Senator Maldonado (Philosophy) stated that sections V.2.3 and V.2.4 overlap. Senator Botwin stated that section V.2.3 is about review of applications and section V.2.4. is about advertising the position. Discussion ensued.

MSC to call the question re: Senator Henson’s amendment.

MSC to approve Senator Henson’s amendment. [No -1]

Senator Chapman motioned to refer APM 301 back to the Personnel Committee. Discussion ensued.
MSC to call the question re: the motion to refer.

MSC to refer APM 301 to the Personnel Committee for further revision. [No – 2]

Several Senators offered suggestions to Professor Rawat re: possible revisions.
B.
APM 304 Policy on Terminal Degrees. First Reading.

This item will return on the next agenda of the Academic Senate for first reading.

C.
APM 325 Policy on Retention and Tenure. First Reading.

This item will return on the next agenda of the Academic Senate for first reading.

D.
APM 332 Policy on Range Elevation for Temporary Faculty. First Reading.

This item will return on the next agenda of the Academic Senate for first reading.

E.
Voluntary Suspension of a Graduate Program – Graduate Committee. First Reading.

This item will return on the next agenda of the Academic Senate for first reading.

F.
Blended/Accelerated Undergraduate and Graduate Programs – Academic Policy and Planning Committee. First Reading.

This item will return on the next agenda of the Academic Senate for first reading.

8.
Department request to officially Discontinue Programs.
This item will return on the next agenda of the Academic Senate for first reading.

The Senate adjourned at 5:20 pm.

The next scheduled meeting of the Academic Senate will be announced.
An Agenda will be distributed prior to the meeting.
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