What is an Undergraduate Research Grant?
Undergraduate research grants provide up to $1,000 in financial support to undergraduate students who work closely with a faculty member to conduct research, engage in field studies, create projects in their discipline, or participate in similar scholarly/creative activities. Students may either design their own project or work on a professor’s project. Either way, students must work closely with a faculty mentor.

What are the benefits of participating in this program?
The program is designed to encourage students to work with faculty outside the classroom to gain hands-on experience. In addition to building a relationship with a faculty member and gaining valuable experience, students may get a jump on preparing for graduate school or their career, publish or present their work, and establish contacts that will improve their prospects for success. The funding can defray the costs associated with working on a project. However, since any part of the grant taken as a student assistant payment is considered income, it could affect financial aid. You can check with the financial aid office (559-278-2182) for more information.

Who can apply?

In order to apply, a student must be enrolled as a full-time undergraduate student with at least two semesters remaining before they will earn their degree; be in good academic standing; and have a faculty mentor who is willing to work with them. Projects from all majors are eligible. A student may apply for only one grant per academic year.

How can I find a faculty mentor?

All full-time faculty are eligible to serve as mentors. Talk to your instructors and your advisor about the activities in which they are involved. Share your interests with them. Ask them for suggestions of faculty who may have similar interests. Use the University Experts website (http://experts.csufresno.edu/). You may also contact the office of the Dean of Undergraduate Studies (278-4468) for additional assistance.

How do I apply for a grant?

You must find a faculty mentor and submit a research proposal. In the proposal, you will describe the project, how you expect to carry it out, your level of involvement, expected outcomes, and a timeline for completion. You will likely want to edit several drafts of your proposal and meet with your mentor a couple of times before submitting you application. Applications are due by Monday, March 31, 2014 to Associated Students, Inc. Office USU Room 317 or emailed to cdolan@csufresno.edu.

How can I use Undergraduate Research Grant funds? 
Grant funds can be used to cover project related software, equipment, materials, supplies, travel, data collection and analysis, and other project related expenses. Up to half the grant can be used as student assistant funds. Funds may not be used for faculty compensation or travel or to purchase food.

What are the requirements of the grant?

Grant recipients are expected to work closely with a faculty mentor and complete their project by the deadline specified. They must also submit a final report to the Associate Vice President and Dean of Undergraduate Studies. This can take the form of a publication or a presentation. These funds must be spent by June 30, 2015.

How are grants recipients selected?

Proposals are reviewed by a faculty committee whose members come from each of the colleges/schools at the university. The committee rates each project based on:

· The overall quality of the proposal;

· The significance of the project and merit of the work including the likelihood that the project will make a contribution to the student’s area of study;

· The appropriateness of the methodology or the creative focus;

· The potential for accomplishing the proposed project;

· The strength of the proposed mentoring relationship.

Use of Human and Animal Subjects

The use of people and animals in research is federally regulated. In order to use people, you may have to get approval from the Institutional Review Board. Your faculty mentor can help you determine whether or not you need approval and can also assist you with the approval process. More information is available at http://www.fresnostate.edu/academics/humansubjects/index.html. 

If you plan to use animals in your project, you will need to work with the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (http://www.fresnostate.edu/academics/grants/proposal/policies/iacuc.html). Again your faculty member can assist you with this process.
