Hilda L. Solis

Tenure: February 24, 2009 — January 22, 2013
Secretary Hilda L. Solis was confirmed as Secretary of Labor on February 24, 2009.
Prior to confirmation as Secretary of Labor, Secretary Solis represented the 32nd
Congressional District in California, a position she held from 2001 — 2009.
A nationally recognized leader on the environment, Solis became the first woman to
receive the John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award in 2000 for her pioneering
work on environmental justice issues. Her California environmental justice
legislation, enacted in 1999, was the first of its kind in the nation to become law.
Solis was first elected to public office in 1985 as a member of the Rio Hondo
Community College Board of Trustees. She served in the California State Assembly
from 1992 to 1994, and in 1994 made history by becoming the first Latina elected to
the California State Senate.
Solis graduated from California State Polytechnic University, Pomona, and earned a
Master of Public Administration from the University of Southern California. A former
federal employee, she worked in the Carter White House Office of Hispanic Affairs
and was later appointed as a management analyst with the Office of Management and
Budget in the Civil Rights Division.
She was nominated by President Barack Obama to serve as Secretary of Labor on
January 20, 2009.
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Statement by the President on Secretary of Labor Hilda Solis

Over her long career in public service – as an advocate for environmental justice in
California, state legislator, member of Congress and Secretary of Labor - Hilda Solis
has been a tireless champion for working families. Over the last four years, Secretary
Solis has been a critical member of my economic team as we have worked to recover
from the worst economic downturn since the Great Depression and strengthen the
economy for the middle class. Her efforts have helped train workers for the jobs of the
future, protect workers’ health and safety and put millions of Americans back to work.
I am grateful to Secretary Solis for her steadfast commitment and service not only to
the Administration, but on behalf of the American people. I wish her all the best in her
future endeavors.

