Fducational Opportunity Program (EOP):

A Legacy of Student Success

Program Overview

The Educational Opportunity Program (EOP) at
California State University, Fresno has a rich history
of student success. The program has a current
enrollment of over 1700 students. Students in the
program come from first-generation, economically
and educationally disadvantaged backgrounds.
From receiving academic achievement awards,
earning their name on the President and Dean’s
List, participating in the study abroad program, and
volunteering countless hours of community
service, EOP students are represented in all phases
of campus life.

A critical component of EOP is the Summer Bridge
program which is a three-week residential program
designed to support the transition of first-time
freshmen to the University. Peer Mentors also play
a key role in supporting the adjustment of students
during Summer Bridge.
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Discovery. Diversity. Distinction.

program that I am definitely
proud to be a part of! I'm thankful
for the great advisors and counselors
who continuously help with whatever it
may be. Whenever I have questions I \
know I can go to them for help. EOPisa ||
very supportive and reliable program for
students at Fresno State.”
— Jennifer Jasso.

student because this program
has offered and educated me about a
variety of workshops, careers and more.
They have helped me with my years of
success at Fresno State. Most importantly they
are so kind, welcoming and passionate about
being more than just a helping hand to the
students. This program is one of the most
important and is the only program I am a part
of because of the help, opportunities and
commitment of success.” 4 . T
— Rida Quiser, ‘ 5 “Without EOP, I
Kinesiology, ¢ , - - Y would have never
Senior » o y ‘ D continued pursuing my
2 y Bachelor’s degree. I am
grateful beyond measure
to be a part of such a

phenomenal program.” /
— Kendalyn Mack, //

Health Science,
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/[ wait in the waiting area, the
Advisors come out and ask how
your classes are, by specifics.

Thank you EOP!”
— Tomas Carrasco,

“Being a part of EOP
: y means to strive for goals with
“When I left the v 4 your family standing by you; to

university as a young - ™ support you with resources; and
student, I never thought that I

would return back and still receive

guidance to better yourself and be

successful. The workshops come in
the assistance from EOP. With EOP ~handy, especially when you are trying
support I am in good standing today. ; A "l 8 ‘ to overcome a fear. I am proud to be

Without their help I may not have A i | part of EOP because of my peers,
been able to get to where I am.” ' counselors, and others reaching hand
— Joey Ayn Gomez, . 7 _ e in hand to help each other succeed.”
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PRIDE POINTS

e 85.4% of 15t and 2" year students meet with their
peer mentor at least once a semester.

e 80.2% of 15t and 2"9 year students agreed or
strongly agreed that their peer mentor helped with
their adjustment to college.

 Peer Mentors facilitated 40 workshops on student
success topics. A total of 520 visits were logged.

* For their annual volunteer project, Peer Mentors
collected and created care packages for the
Marjaree Mason Center.

EOP Peer Mentoring

The Peer Mentors are an amazing group of
upperclassmen and graduate students who
are dedicated to supporting and fostering the
development of EOP students. Starting with
their freshmen year, structured activities and
services are provided to students to ensure a
smooth transition and successful adjustment
to the university. All first and second year
students are assigned a Peer Mentor and are
expected to meet their Peer Mentor
regularly throughout the duration of the
semester.

The Peer Mentors establish a helping
relationship with each student, provide
resources for a smooth adjustment to the
university and work in conjunction with the
EOP counselors to ensure students’ success
at the University. Peer Mentors make sure
that each student is meeting the
requirements set forth by the program.
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